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Magazine and Parish Information
A magazine published by Holy Cross Church, Byfield, for all the residents in the village. The magazines
are issued in February, April, June, August, October and December. Contributions are always welcome:
copy to the Editor by the first Sunday of the preceding month, please.
Editor:
Advertising:
Distribution:

Miss Pam Hicks (pamhicks@uwclub.net)
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261596
Tel: 261596

Parish Church of Holy Cross:
Rector
Lay Reader
Mrs Lesley Palmer
Churchwardens:
Mrs Chris Cross, 28 Bell Lane
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 264374
Tel: 260764
Tel: 261596

Hon. Treasurer:
Deputy Treasurer:

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261725

Miss Pam Hicks, 1 Edwards Close
Mrs Diana Charters

Baptisms, Banns, Marriages, Funerals: Contact a churchwarden as above
Choir Practice:
Organist:
Choir Mistress:

Wednesdays at 7.00pm.

Bell ringing Practice:
Tower Captain:

Fridays at 7.30pm but suspended at present due to Covid-19
Mr James Grennan
Tel: 261596

Mrs Alison Buck (alisonbuck1@hotmail.co.uk)

Tel: 260977

Methodist Church:
Minister:

Revd. Lin Francis (bancir@outlook.com)

Tel: 01295 262602

R.C. Church of the Sacred Heart, Main Street, Aston le Walls:
Parish Priest:

Father John Conroy, The Presbytery, Aston le Walls

Stagecoach (Banbury)
TRANSCO Gas
Anglian Water
Thames Water (sewers)
Environment Agency Floodline
Powergen (general)
(emergencies)
E.ON
Western Power
Samaritans – free national
Samaritans – Banbury

Useful Telephone Numbers
Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
Rural Wheels
01327 263627/260878
Byfield School
01327 260349
Byfield Nursery
01327 264230
Daventry District Council
01327 871100
Or www.daventrydc.gov.uk/

Daventry Library
Police (non-emergency)
Fire Headquarters
Ambulance Headquarters
Horton Hospital
N’pton Gen Hospital
Danetre Hospital
Rugby Hospital

Tel: 01295 660592

0300 1261000
03000 111222
01604 797000
01604 230555
01295 275500
01604 634700
01327 708800
01788 572831

01865 772250
0800 111 999
0800 771 881
0845 9200 800
0845 9881188
08455 191523
0800 056 8090
0904 545 0286
0800 6783 105
116123
01295 270000

To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

Join our mailing list for information
on Share our Shed offers / requests
& more Good Neighbours news
www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com
& sign up on the Newsletter page

We can help with :
Shopping
Collecting prescriptions
Friendship and company
We can get in touch with you regularly, or you can call us on 01327 227000.
If you have a problem or issue, you can turn to us, and if we can’t help, we’ll find you
someone who can.

Do you have back-up support plans in case another emergency situation arises?
Good Neighbours can hold your emergency contact details, be a point of contact for your family
members, even hold a spare key for you! Why not get in touch now and let’s get you set up.

As the season changes, don’t forget that the Good Neighbours
are available to help with tasks around the home, such as
….putting away the garden furniture, bringing the bins in when
it’s icy… what could we help you with?
We’re pleased to be recognised as a ‘Northamptonshire
Community Champion’ during Covid – thank-you to everyone who
looked after someone else in our time of need –
this award is for you!

ByfieldGNS@gmail.com

01327 227000

Follow us on Facebook!!
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Byfield & District Royal British Legion
Well, we did do “something” for VJ+75-Day on 15th
August, a small service was held around our War
Memorial, and we laid a wreath alongside the VE+75
example from 8th May. The service was sad in a way
because it was the last where Rev. Stevie will officiate
there for us. Coincidentally at that same ceremony we
had to say goodbye to Father James, who is also
moving away. This has proved to be a year of great
change, and time marches inexorably on.
Speaking of change, our Poppy Appeal often benefits from your small change but not this year.
As things stand, we will not be able to collect door to door, or at static collection points. There is
also some question about poppy-pots in shops, pubs and other establishments. It looks like we
are going to have to rely on old fashioned cheques or new-fangled digital devices to tap you for
cash. If you can spare a few bob, please send the former to Alan, at 8 Becketts Close Byfield
NN11 6XS, made-out to TRBL Poppy Appeal or the latter, go to:
https://donations.britishlegion.org.uk/donation/oneoff where a donation can be made using card
or PayPal. As advised in the last Byword, you could also sponsor a wreath but right now, we are
unsure if we can obtain a supply of them. Then there’s The Poppy Shop where all sorts of
poppy related goodies are available on line https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/
If you are able to help us on-line, please advise Byfield.MemSecretary@rbl.community so that
we can account for your contribution and thank you profusely for it, or just give Alan a call on
260590.
We did manage a get-together for a pub lunch on the last Wednesday of the month in August,
where suitably distanced consumption of tasty food, good ale and an exchange of jibber-jabber
about nothing in particular was the order of the day. This was our first since February. Since
then we have managed a Branch meeting, our first since last winter, in Byfield Rectory’s
garden. We hope to continue the same but with Covid restrictions, venues will be a challenge,
especially this autumn.
We flew the Red Duster (thanks to Crystl for its loan) on 3rd September, to honour all our
Merchant Navy sailors who, not without great sacrifice, kept us fed
and fuelled during those many dark days long ago; yet another
anniversary that we are committed to preserving.
On the 10th September our War Memorial celebrated its 100th
birthday. Our President, John Russell BEM officiated by saying a
few words. He asked us to remember the unveiling and dedication
of our Memorial on that same date all those years ago and told
tales of its subsequent move to the west, because of the then 150year-old elm’s roots lifting its base. That tree next to the old market cross survived another fifty
years before it finally succumbed to age and infirmity. Its location was locally known as The
Cross Tree, from whence our last remaining pub derives its name.
And then there’s our annual quiz. We have booked the Village Hall for Friday 27th November
where we sincerely hope we will be able to welcome all our regulars, and maybe some new
faces? It’s always a “good do”, where friendly rivalry gets more enthusiastic as the evening
progresses, and the bar remains open. We are looking forward to the possibility of welcoming
you there.
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Northamptonshire Carers
Dementia Care Advice Service
Newsletter
Dementia Pathway
There are exciting new prospects and changes ahead for the Dementia Care Advice Service
which involves lots of activities and enhanced working with many of our clinical, social care
and voluntary sector partners.
The ‘Pathway’ is looking to improve the quality of life for people living with Dementia and their
Carers. This will involve a number of organisations and professionals all working together to
ensure this happens.
It aims for people to receive a diagnosis as timely as is possible, and once the diagnosis has
been made then there will be a post diagnostic support route for both the person with
Dementia and their Carer to ensure they are supported. Of course, as with all things new – it
takes time to get this right.
It is hoped that a community ‘hub’ will be created in both a physical and virtual setting where
various activities and support would be available by Northamptonshire Carers and many
others. This model will be available as a ‘drop in’ type basis but where there are some more
bespoke, structured groups – numbers would need to be monitored.
Due to the Covid19 pandemic, this plan has not been able to materialise but as soon as the
Government Guidelines allow it to, we’d love to get the ball rolling and start to offer some
wonderful and engaging sessions in person. In the meantime, Northamptonshire Carers are
very aware of the difficulties those with Dementia and their Carers are facing and we are now
offering virtual group sessions via Zoom.
Join in online activities
For sign in details register with Anne Frost on 01933 677837, once registered, she will add
your details to her mailing list for updates.

Dementia Choir
Due to the incredible benefits of music
for those with Dementia, we offer
sessions for people to sing on a Monday
afternoon when covid restrictions allow.
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Sit & Keep Fit
Due to the importance of keeping ourselves fit and moving, we offer Sit and Keep Fit
sessions to music on a Thursday afternoon.
On a Friday morning, we would like to offer Move and Groove Keep Fit sessions to those
younger people living with Dementia.
We are now running a monthly Carers Session for those who want to discuss what is going
on for them, the difficulties they face daily and with the Covid 19 situation.
In the autumn, we will be offering Poems and Rhymes Sessions and Reminiscence
Workshops. We will have more to offer in time and will look forward to letting you know what
is available as it evolves. We have lots of ideas and plans but would love to hear from you
about what activities you would enjoy, too.
If you would like to engage in some (or all!) of the virtual activities we currently have, please
contact us on 01933 677837. Our Specialist Dementia Coordinator, Anne, will then discuss
with you how you can join in and also discuss if there are any other ideas you might have for
our future plans.
Temporary Carers Support Line Opening hours
Mornings 9am - 12 noon
Afternoons 1pm - 4pm
Monday - Friday.
An answer phone is in operation outside of these times, please leave a message and we will
return your call.
We are there for information and advice as well as just someone to talk to for
emotional support and a listening ear.
You are not alone - call on 01933 677907

Boddington and District Garden Association
Did you know that the majority of Garden Club members come from Byfield? New members
are always welcome, we are friendly and definitely not gardening experts. Fees remain
unchanged at £6 pa for a single membership and £9 for a joint membership.
The club has been suspended since the Covid 19 outbreak began. We now hope to have a
small socially distanced meeting in October and if this is possible will contact all members
directly. It is unlikely that we will be able to provide refreshments or a raffle at the moment.
Should this meeting go ahead it will be preceded by the AGM which is a short formal
meeting to receive the audited accounts and confirm the committee for 2021/22. Once
again the club is facing an uncertain future. We will no longer have a chair person from
October and although we can muddle through for a few months if we are unable to appoint
someone the club is at risk of closure. We need someone to come forward for this role.
You do not have to be an expert gardener just someone who is organised and able to
devote a few hours per month to supporting and leading the committee.
The chair of Byfield Parish Council has kindly agreed to act as a contact point for anyone
who would like to discuss this role. J.gillicbpc@icloud.com
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfield-pc.gov.uk and Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil) where all agendas, minutes and useful documents can be seen The
Parish Council normally meets on the second Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the
village hall starting at 1930 hrs. Members of the press and public are always welcome to attend.
However, the village hall is closed and government restrictions mean we cannot meet in public
so instead meet by ZOOM. We will continue to do so until the Government lifts restricts on
gatherings and social distancing and the VH is able to open. It is still possible to join these
meetings by contacting Councillor Mike Taylor michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk .
Chairman’s Report
Our village has endured, we have coped with the lockdown, supported and cared for each other
and carried on with as much ‘business as usual’ as we could.
The Parish Council will continue to do all it can to help and keep Byfield a special and happy place
to live.
A Greener Byfield
Some Councillors attended an online webinar to learn about how Parish Councils can help tackle
climate change and we’re keen to introduce innovative schemes to Byfield. With the re-opening
of Byfield School we’re looking forward to working with the eco-club there to help run some
exciting and informative projects around reducing the carbon footprint for the village and helping
the environment.
We welcome and encourage any ideas and help from any parishioners wishing to be part of this
initiative. Please contact michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk for more information.

Volunteering Opportunities
•

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

Despite several attempt to find someone willing to take on this volunteer role no
one appears to have come forward and so it is possible that the benefits of
Neighbourhood Watch will be lost to Byfield. Can we make one last attempt to
encourage a community minded person to take it on? More information is available
at www.northantsnhw.co.uk
•

War Memorial Flower Bed

Would any individual or group of villagers or organisation be interested in taking over responsibility
for the round flower bed on the corner of the War Memorial Garden? Please contact John Gillic
for an informal conversation j.gillicbpc@icloud.com .
Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on graves
and that plot edging is not permitted.
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HS2 Grants
Several local groups have now benefited from grants and we expect there to be publicity around
these in due course. Their success shows that Byfield is a prime candidate for this type of funding
and we would encourage local groups, events, clubs and organisations to apply. Don’t be shy,
we will endure much during the construction, so a grant makes some small recompense for the
inconvenience.

Communications and Social Media
Facebook:
As ever, our thanks to everyone who follows @byfieldparishcouncil and for your comments and
feedback. As well as the routine updates on Highways and Planning we’ve covered topics such
as the village road sign renovations and historical Byfield maps recently.
Our Facebook page continues to grow as a key channel of communication from Parishioners who
wish to raise a concern or ask a question, and we encourage this wholeheartedly. Recent
comments have been concerned with speeding in the village and maintenance of Rights of Way,
as well as lots of helpful comments about what’s been noticed in and around the village.
Website:
The News section of our website carries all the latest updates and links to associated documents
(for Agendas, Minutes, Payments as well as the many diversion routes for recent roadworks for
example) as well as links away to District or County webpages (for grant applications and such
like).
A map showing all the village planning applications continues to be a useful reference point for
all that’s going on in the village in this regard, with useful links to Daventry District Council
webpages for related documents.
Environment
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
Footpaths
The Parish Council has no powers or direct responsibilities over footpaths but aims to monitor the
local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have responsibility for things like gates
and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk.
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code, pick up after your
dog, leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.
Lights and Utilities
Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any faulty light in the village:
email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
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Pocket Park and New Wood
The Pocket Park has flourished and hopefully been a safe place for villagers to walk and
experience nature over the summer.
The Parish Council is now employing a contractor to do regular clearing and some gardening
work around the village. We hope this will neaten up some of the areas closer to the middle of the
village.
The Working Party will start again when it is safe to do so.
Allotments
Councillor Lindsay Clark continues to maintain and manage the area and we now follow a policy
of sub dividing the bigger plots into more manageable sized areas. If you are interested in
renting an allotment please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.

Brightwell Recreation Ground
Playground equipment - The playground was reopened as soon as practicable following the
government restrictions were lifted and we’ve been delighted to see the equipment being put to
good use over the summer. The playground was re-opened in line with Government guidelines
with temporary Covid warning notices placed strategically in the interest of public safety. Most of
these have now been removed by persons unknown however permanent signage will be installed
in the near future. Along with the Government advice to users of the playground equipment there
will be new information for dog owners who use the Brightwell Recreation Ground to exercise
their dogs. Regular inspections of the Playground frequently report episodes of dog fouling
despite the many disposal bins around the field. This is unacceptable and the Parish Council is
considering installing fencing around the area in order to eliminate this dangerous behaviour.
The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud of this area and
continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone.

Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15 th January
DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•
•

Single Storey Rear Extension – Bell Lane
Demolition of single storey extension and construction of a single storey side extension New Terrace
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If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.
HS2
Cllr Crowshow continues to act as our liaison with HS2 contractors and arranges for regular news
about road closures and other developments to be posted on our website and Facebook page.
Villagers can of course also find much more information on HS2’s own website HS2 website. If
you have a question about HS2 or their works, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081
434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.
As a reminder, the construction of the line has been given the go ahead and will result in enlarging
the compound in Chipping Warden which will be a major hub containing a concrete batching plant
and accommodation for approximately 300 workers. This will be the base for work from Chipping
Warden to Wormleighton and Chipping Warden to Greatworth. This work is expected to take 4-5
years from now. Traffic management plans are currently being produced.
John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com

Councillors
Name

Address

Phone

Email

Responsibilities

John Gillic

28 Banbury
Lane

01327
262917

j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council Chairman
Burial Ground
Closed Churchyard
Village Hall Trustee
Planning

Sally
Boddington

31 Bell Lane

01327
263745

pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Michael
Buckley
Lindsay
Clark
Santon
Crowshaw
Christl
Davis

4 Farebrother
Close
39 Lovett
Road
High Street

01327
262628
-

michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park
Allotments
Environment
Risk Assessment
Charities Trustee
Rights of Way

-

20 Westhorpe
Lane

01327
261504

santon.crowshaw@byfieldpc.gov.uk
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Barbara
Ridyard

The Old
Chapel, The
Green
19 The
Twistle

01327
612482

barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

01327
262177

simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

Simon
Shepherd

lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com
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Highways
Council Property
Street Lights
Charities Trustee
Playground

General
maintenance

Mike
Taylor
Rupert
Frost

Robin
Brown

Church Street

-

michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Communications
BRG
District Councillor

The Hall,
Manor Road,
Staverton
NN11
Leadership
Support,
NCC, County
Hall,
Northampton,
NN1 1AT

01327
700198

RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

01604
367813

rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk County Councillor

Courier Fraud - Please Warn Elderly Relatives about This Scam
Police officers will NEVER ask you for money – please warn elderly relatives
about this emerging scam
Fraudsters pretending to be police officers are repeatedly targeting the elderly in
Northamptonshire.
Over the past few months, a number of incidents have taken place across the
county where fraudsters have pretended to be police officers conducting covert
investigations in order to gain the trust of elderly people with the aim of scamming
them out of their money.

What is Courier Fraud?
Courier fraud occurs when a fraudster contacts victims by telephone purporting to
be a police officer or bank official. To substantiate this claim, the caller might be
able to confirm some easily obtainable basic details about the victim such as their
full name and address.
The caller may also offer a telephone number for the victim to telephone or ask
the victim to call the number on the back of their bank card to check that they are
genuine. In these circumstances, either the number offered will not be genuine or,
where a genuine number is suggested, the fraudster will stay on the line and pass
the victim to a different individual.
After some trust has been established, the fraudster will then, for example,
suggest;
•
•
•

Some money has been removed from a victim’s bank account and staff at
their local bank branch are responsible.
Suspects have already been arrested but the “police” need money for
evidence.
A business such as a jewellers or currency exchange is operating
fraudulently and they require assistance to help secure evidence.
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Victims are then asked to co-operate in an investigation by attending their bank
and withdrawing money, withdrawing foreign currency from an exchange or
purchasing an expensive item to hand over to a courier for examination who will
also be a fraudster.
At the time of handover, unsuspecting victims are promised the money they’ve
handed over or spent will be reimbursed but in reality there is no further contact
and the money is never seen again.

Protect yourself
• If your card is cancelled, you should destroy it yourself.
Spot the signs
• Someone claiming to be from your bank or local police force calls you to
tell you about fraudulent activity but is asking you for personal information
or even your PIN to verify who you are.
• They’re offering you to call back so you can be sure they’re genuine, but
when you try to return the call there’s no dial tone.
• They try to offer you peace of mind by having somebody pick up the card
for you to save you the trouble of having to go to your bank or local police
station.
How it happens
You may get called on your mobile or landline by someone who claims to be from
your bank or the police. They say their systems have spotted a
fraudulent payment on your card or it is due to expire and needs to
be replaced.
They might suggest that you hang up and redial the number of
their bank or police force to reassure you that they’re genuine.
However, they don’t disconnect the call from the landline so that when you dial
the real phone number, you’re still speaking to the same fraudster.
They’ll then ask you to read out your credit or debit card PIN or type it on your
phone keypad. They may ask for details of other accounts you hold with the bank
or elsewhere to grab more information.
Then they promise to send a courier to you to collect your bank card. The
fraudster will have your name, address, full bank details, card and its PIN, and
withdraw cash using the card and may even use the information to commit
identity fraud in your name.
If you’ve given your bank details over the phone or handed your card to a
courier, call your bank straight away to cancel the card.
Susan Fletcher (Police, Crime Prevention Officer, Northamptonshire)
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Keeping in touch with our church families during lockdown!
We were sad that we were not able to hold our usual summer holiday Messy Church and picnic
this year so instead we tried to deliver each regular Messy Church family an Activity Bag, 36 in
all.
We had planned to take the theme of the four United Kingdom Saints for our next Messy
Church, so this became the theme for the ‘Bag’. There was bunting to make with the flags of the
four Saints, a junk dragon to model for St George, a thistle and a daffodil to make representing
St Andrew and St David and a Shamrock biscuit to decorate for St Patrick. There were seed
bombs to make with wild flower seed to brighten up a corner at home or in the village.
In the photos you can see Polly and Eddie with their bunting, Norah with her ferocious dragon
and Lola with her beautiful daffodil and her seed bombs.

We finished August with a ‘Back to School’ Bag focussing on growing up in a family, growing up
as a person and growing up at school. The families had the story of Jesus in the temple,
learning from the priests and teachers and forgetting to go home with his family! The young
people were challenged to identify celebrities from their pictures as a child: younger children
had a pack of Happy Family cards which included Jesus’ family. There were wooden spoons,
lolly sticks, pipe cleaners and material to create a family and a gingerbread man to ice with a
school uniform.

We do not think we will be able to resume our children’s
activities until after Christmas: it is not fair to bring together
children of differing ages when they are not allowed to mix at
school. We plan to produce another Messy Church bag before
Christmas: a bible story and resources will be sent out weekly,
electronically, for families to access if they wish.
LP
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1st Byfield Scout Group
As you may have seen in previous Bywords the Beavers, Cubs and
Scouts in Byfield have been continuing to have weekly fun and activities via Zoom meetings
during ‘lockdown’. We do have a break during the school summer holidays (in order that
Leaders can recharge their activity archives!) so not as much to report on this time.
However, we have had good news! Our District (Daventry) is in the area of Northamptonshire
classed as in the Amber zone by the Scout Association, which means we can get back to faceto-face meetings at the Scout hut!
We have to put in place various risk assessments to show we’re keeping everyone healthy and
safe and when these have been okayed, we’ll be starting off with outdoor meetings.
This will be in the next couple of weeks and
Scouts can again expect to be having
campfires, hiking, backwoods cooking, making
dens, investigating nature, map reading and all
the other activities Scouting is well known for.
If you have children (or adults!) that would be
interested in joining Scouting to be involved in
all these (and more!) great activities that will set
them up for life, please contact me (details at the bottom).
Beavers are for those 6 to 8 year olds, Cubs 8 to 10 ½ years and
Scouts 10 to 14 years old. (Explorer Scouts 14 to 18 years not
presently in Byfield). Leaders 14 onward…!
With the current restrictions there may be a waiting list for
Beavers and Scouts (The Cub Pack has some vacancies) so
please think ahead if your child isn’t quite old enough yet.
Adults – we do have vacancies for Leaders and helpers to be
on our Executive committee. If you’d like to join us as a
volunteer for leading or with general helping out – NO
Experience Necessary - please also contact me.
Leader training is part of recognised management training qualifications.
Thank you and I hope you’ll see us out and about in Byfield again soon.

Contact: Rob Gericke

Email beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
01295 660508 or 07910 341637
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Sally Huband

Tel
07900 212064
Email skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com
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Did you know that?

Interesting facts about the area we live in.
Banbury Cheese
We have all heard of Banbury Cakes or even eaten one, but how many of us have heard of
Banbury cheese? Once the most famous Banburian produce, cheese was one of a threesome
with ale and cakes which were renowned throughout the land. Sadly, Banbury cakes seem to
be the only item still in production and even those are far less common now that Browns’ Cake
Shop in Banbury has gone.
Banbury Cheese appears to have been made from cows’ milk in a circular form and quite thin –
about one inch thick. It had a thin rind covering it and appears to have been made in soft and
hard versions. It was apparently a golden yellow and variously described as strong, savoury,
soft rich and creamy. An old recipe recommends the producer to “Take a thin cheese vat and
hot milk as it comes from the cow ……!” It was mainly made in the then hamlets of Grimsbury
and Nethercote on the edge of Banbury but also in Cropredy. So in some respects it could be
said to be a Northamptonshire cheese. It was then sold in the cheese market at Banbury High
Cross (situated in Cornhill off the Market Square) and particularly made an appearance at the
Michaelmas fair (now remembered as Banbury Fair).
The first mention of the cheese in historical records was
when 14 of them were sent to the Duke of Bedford in 1430
and it became acclaimed as one of the best cheeses in
England in Elizabethan times, prized by the rich and
famous, including Thomas Cromwell.
If you read Hilary Mantel’s recent Wolf Hall trilogy you
might have noticed that the third book (The Mirror and the
Light) makes reference to the Elizabethan moon being
round and golden ‘like Banbury cheese.’ The other most
famous literary reference is in ‘Merry Wives of Windsor’ by
Shakespeare when Bardolph calls Slender, ‘You Banbury
Cheese’. This was meant to mock his thin shape but was also apparently used colloquially as
an insult in those days to infer there was not much to a person’s character as not a lot was left
of Banbury cheese when the outer skin had been pared away.
Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end and although the cheese is mentioned in the
next few centuries, production of it seems to have died out by the mid nineteenth century. There
was an attempt by Banbury Historical Society to resurrect it in the 1960s but no-one was
prepared to take it on, so it remains one of those culinary delights lost in the mists of time ….
that is, unless there is someone out there into cheese making?!!
C.C.
Why did the cheese smile?
It’s gouda brie a good day!

What did the cheese say when he quoted
Shakespeare?
To brie or not to brie, that is the question!

Where does cheese stay when it’s on
vacation?
At the Stilton!

Why didn’t the cheese want to get sliced?
It had grater plans!
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Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service
T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316
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You will see that we have fewer
adverts in the Byword this time.
Many local businesses are
struggling as lockdown eases,
so do please support them
when you can.

Bereavements
We offer our condolences to the family and
friends of:
Pat Deacon
Janet Wilkinson

Byfield Combined Charities
Committee

Register of Weddings

The Byfield Combined Charities
Committee did not meet in September.
It hopes to hold a Christmas/December
2020 meeting.
More information will be published
when available.

Ben Burnett & Monika Kaczalko
Blessing and laughter and loving
be yours for ever.

Byfield Tennis Club
Just a reminder that the Tennis Club is fully
operational and junior coaching sessions are
held throughout the year on Fridays (winter
under lights) for ages 4 – 18.
Contact Peter Cowley (Head Coach) 07539
244155 for more information.
For details of what’s on offer at the club for
adults contact Sue Waterhouse 07773092180.

The deadline for the next Byword
(Dec/Jan) will be Sunday 1st
November
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Diary for the Fiveways Benefice of
Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford Halse
for October and November 2020
As we go to press there is a limit of 30 people attending services and masks must be worn and social
distancing is in operation.
Services are subject to change as Covid-19 announcements are made.

OCTOBER
Sunday 4th October
9.30am Morning Prayer at Boddington
10am Holy Communion at Eydon
10am Harvest Morning Prayer at Woodford
Halse
5pm Harvest Service at Aston le Walls

NOVEMBER
Sunday 1st November
10am Holy Communion at Woodford Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
6pm Patronal Service at Aston le Walls
Sunday 8th November – Remembrance
Day
Watch out for posters and announcements
in each village.

Sunday 11th October
9.30am Morning Worship at Eydon
11am Holy Communion at Byfield

Sunday 15th November
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon

18th

Sunday
October
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington
9.30am Morning Prayer at Eydon
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
11am Holy Communion at Woodford Halse

Sunday 22nd November
8.30am Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
9.30am Morning Worship at Eydon
11am Holy Communion at Byfield
6pm Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 25th October
8.30am Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
6pm Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 29th November
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse

Thank You
It still seems a little unreal that I have officially retired.
Thank you all for the 5 farewell services and my
leaving gifts. Your generosity will be put to good use
both with my day out at Duxford and getting
something for my new house. I need a new bed so
will be able to drift off to sleep thinking of you.
Thank you also for the many cards and good wishes
that I received, I have been very touched by your kind
words.
I will continue to pray for you in the time ahead and I
hope that as we move into autumn you will be moving
into a time of fruitfulness in new ways.
Every blessing Stevie
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