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Thank You
The NHS, Home Carers, Bell Lodge Staff, Byfield Good Neighbours, Byfield
Medical Centre, Byfield Co-op, Spar & Petrol Station, Cross Tree, Postmen,
Dustmen, Byfield Community group on Facebook and everyone helping us
through these difficult times.

Magazine and Parish Information
A magazine published by Holy Cross Church, Byfield, for all the residents in the village. The magazines
are issued in February, April, June, August, October and December. Contributions are always welcome:
copy to the Editor by the first Sunday of the preceding month, please.
Editor:
Advertising:
Distribution:

Miss Pam Hicks (pamhicks@uwclub.net)
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261596
Tel: 261596

Parish Church of Holy Cross:
Rector
Revd. Stevie Cross
Lay Reader
Mrs Lesley Palmer
Churchwardens:
Mrs Chris Cross, 28 Bell Lane
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 260204
Tel: 264374
Tel: 260764
Tel: 261596

Hon. Treasurer:
Deputy Treasurer:

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261725

Miss Pam Hicks, 1 Edwards Close
Mrs Diana Charters

Baptisms, Banns, Marriages, Funerals: Contact Revd. Stevie Cross as above
Choir Practice:
Organist:
Choir Mistress:

Wednesdays at 7.00pm.

Bell ringing Practice:
Tower Captain:

Fridays at 7.30pm.
Mr James Grennan

Mrs Alison Buck (alisonbuck1@hotmail.co.uk)

Tel: 260977
Tel: 261596

Methodist Church:
Minister:

Revd. Lin Francis (bancir@outlook.com)

Tel: 01295 262602

R.C. Church of the Sacred Heart, Main Street, Aston le Walls:
Parish Priest:

Father James Evans, The Presbytery, Aston le Walls

Stagecoach (Banbury)
TRANSCO Gas
Anglian Water
Thames Water (sewers)
Environment Agency Floodline
Powergen (general)
(emergencies)
E.ON
Western Power
Samaritans – free national
Samaritans – Banbury

Useful Telephone Numbers
Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
Rural Wheels
01327 263627/260878
Byfield School
01327 260349
Byfield Nursery
01327 264230
Daventry District Council
01327 871100
Or www.daventrydc.gov.uk/

Daventry Library
Police (non-emergency)
Fire Headquarters
Ambulance Headquarters
Horton Hospital
N’pton Gen Hospital
Danetre Hospital
Rugby Hospital

Tel: 01295 660592

0300 1261000
03000 111222
01604 797000
01604 230555
01295 275500
01604 634700
01327 708800
01788 572831

01865 772250
0800 111 999
0800 771 881
0845 9200 800
0845 9881188
08455 191523
0800 056 8090
0904 545 0286
0800 6783 105
116123
01295 270000

To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

Byfield Good Neighbours
would like to say a
massive thank-you
to the whole of Byfield for
your support and
neighbourliness during
these difficult times.

By the end of the first week in May, we had delivered over 800 prescriptions, and made 320
shopping deliveries. 68% of the village has been involved in the Good Neighbours, either
receiving or giving some form of support, both physically or financially. We know many more of
you have been supporting your friends and family, both in Byfield and beyond, in addition to
these figures – and we should all be proud of our efforts.
Please note – the aim is to reduce journeys by everyone so we can beat this virus. You
do not need to be in dire need, nor isolating in order to benefit from being in such a wonderful
place as Byfield. You are very welcome to get in touch with Byfield Good Neighbours and join
with the village’s group sourcing efforts. We also have free produce being offered to us, so if
you are having difficulty in these unprecedented times, please do get in touch so we can help
you out.
We’re delivering prescriptions from the surgery, every weekday, and sourcing and delivering
shopping every day of the week. If you place an order direct with the Co-op, we’ll likely be
bringing it to you, and we have been regularly fetching newspapers for neighbours, to allow
people to stay at home and be safe. Volunteers are now making masks in anticipation of
#Lockdown easing.
If you are short of items that you would normally pop out and buy, why not ask to ‘Share our
Shed’? Between us all, we probably have what you need, and your neighbours are happy to
share with you.
We have set up the Byfield Plant & Seed Exchange, free to a good home, where you can put
your spare plants and pick up some new things for your garden. Located at the top of the drive
on the right of the Co-op.
If you are bored now, there is lots going on right here – safely – in the Byfield Bunker! Our
website – www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com has fun stuff to do whilst in #Lockdown. We
have weekly quizzes, treasure hunts, pictures taken from around beautiful Byfield, suggestions
for exercise and supporting local businesses. There are lots of resources on there for families
and home-schooling as well, including grandparents reading their grandchildren’s favourite
bedtime stories!
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You can also see a full list of the jigsaws, books, DVDs and games that we have for you to
borrow. We have kept the items in quarantine, until they are safe to go out again, so no need to
worry about germs!
‘Made in Byfield’ lists local makers who have items you might like to buy during lockdown –
cards, marmalade etc – and the Good Neighbours can deliver them for you.

Are you worried about someone in Byfield needing help?
If you know of someone who would like a 'care call' from us - either regularly, or just
occasionally - we're more than happy to reach out and check if they need something. You can
even nominate yourself :)
Other support options are listed on our Useful Numbers Page, including the County helpline.
Your friends and family are welcome to get in touch to help support you.
For example, several people’s children are paying for their shopping orders electronically, rather
than using up your cash (very unhygienic anyway!!). We’re more than happy to arrange things
with family members – they can even send us your shopping requests. We’re also adding
people to our ‘Nice Surprises’ list – when a neighbour feels like doing something nice for
someone – perhaps baking a cake – you may get a nice surprise out of nowhere to make your
day!
Want to get involved as a Good Neighbour?
Even if you are isolating, you can sign up as a volunteer and see the alerts we send out. You
may be able to help - with no risk of exposure to CoVid - for example, by offering something
from your shed when we get an SoS ('Share Our Shed' request), making a 'Care Call' to
someone, or adding something to your online shopping order.
You can even donate whilst you’re in the Co-op, into our Pink Pantry – the bright pink box –
and we’ll ensure it goes to someone locally who is feeling the pinch in this difficult time.
Please get in touch if you’d like to receive the Byfield Good Neighbours Good News(letter) to
know more about what is happening for Byfielders during the Pandemic.
ByfieldGNS@gmail.com
01327 227000

Q. How can you tell the ocean is friendly?
A: It waves.

Q. What kind of flower grows on your face?
A: Tulips!

Q. What kind of hair do oceans have?
A: Wavy!

Q. What time does a duck wake up?
A: At the quack of dawn!

Q. What did Mars say to Saturn?
A: Give me a ring sometime.

Q. What do ducks get after they eat?
A: A bill!

Q. What type of songs do the planets sing?
A: Nep-tunes!

Q. What do you call a crate full of ducks?
A: A box of quackers!
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W.I. Programme
July 15th
Sept 16th

-

Oct 1st

-

Summer Garden Party – Hilary’s garden
Bishop Ed Condry – “So just what is it like to be a
Bishop”
LINK MEETING – Steven Wass – Archeology at
Stowe House Gardens
AGM
Christmas Craft
Christmas meal

Oct 14th
Nov 18th
December
Outings
Belflair to be booked for 4th November 2020
Sezincote – possibility for August
There would be a warm welcome to all new members, visitors are also very welcome
to individual open meetings at a small charge.
If anyone would like more information please contact Sally on 07866701666 or email
at sally.doran@hotmail.co.uk or Libby at libbyannfuller@yahoo.co.uk

Byfield Tennis Club
IF the club has reopened and coaching resumed by the time you receive this
Byword there may still be time for us to reschedule the following:
For Children FREE five week course on Friday afternoon for those in Reception/Year 1 & 2
who have not previously attended a course at the club.
Fridays -4.pm – 4.40pm Racquets supplied. To book a place(s) please email your child’s
name, DOB & a mobile contact number to: pwhcowley@hotmail.com
For adults a five week Rusty Racquets course Friday evenings £35
Contact Peter at pwhcowley@hotmail.com 07539244155 to find out about dates
And for any adults at starter level who want more practice, we are currently running a
‘Saturday Club Morning’ (9-10.30). Email stevevemccoy@gmail.com for further details
For any other details about what’s on offer at the club contact Sue on 07773092180

Q. What do you get if you cross fireworks
with a duck?
A: A firequacker!

Q. What was the goal of the detective duck?
A: To quack the case
When sheep are cold they gather in a big
circle and a few sheep in the centre make a
lot of noise and this keeps everyone warm…..

Q. What has fangs and webbed feet?
A: Count Duckula

…this is called central bleating!
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk/ where all agendas,
minutes and useful documents can be seen. The Parish Council normally meets on the second
Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the village hall starting at 19.30 hrs. Members of
the press and public are always welcome to attend.
The Parish Council was able to meet by ZOOM for both the April and May meetings, we will
continue to do so until the Government lifts restrictions on gatherings and social distancing.
Chairman’s Report
It goes without saying that the last few months have been some of the strangest and at times
demanding ones that most of us can remember. Many of us have been forced to live our lives in
a very different way and endured frustrations, isolation and boredom. Some of us will have been
unwell and not just from Covid-19, but all of us will have been touched by the kindness of
strangers, the strength and warmth of our community and the resourcefulness of so many. The
Spar/Petrol Station, the Co-op, The Cross Tree, the Surgery and Byfield Good Neighbours
Scheme have all carried on serving this village and surrounding villages. The clapping for carers
on Thursday evenings has been a wonderful, heart-warming event.
The Parish Council will do what it can to help and keep Byfield a special and happy place to live.
Volunteer Opportunities in our village
The following volunteering opportunity is open to anyone who lives in or near Byfield:
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Acting as a point of contact and liaison with local police this is a very interesting role which has
the possibility of impacting positively on the lives of everyone in our village. A key task of the
co-ordinator is to maintain a network of members. All schemes are different! They represent the
volunteer effort and energy that a co-ordinator and members can bring to their scheme – but the
value and result in achieving safer and friendlier communities is limitless.
More information is available at www.northantsnhw.co.uk

A Greener Byfield
It's recently been proposed that Byfield should have a statement and a plan for the global
challenge of climate change. It's felt that we have a responsibility to each other and especially
the next generation growing up in the village to demonstrate a positive culture when it comes to
doing our collective bit to tackle climate change, and moreover to lead by example. We are
working with Byfield School to explore what Byfield as a village could facilitate in order to
encourage positive behaviour and help raise awareness.
Councillor Mike Taylor would be happy to hear from you if you would like to become part of A
Greener Byfield. michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Environment
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
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Covid-19 precautions have impacted on our grass cutting contract and required some restrictions
on access during mowing particularly around the closed churchyard.

HS2 Grants
Please remember that there are substantial grants available from HS2 to support local groups,
events, clubs and organisations, please don’t be shy, we will endure much during the construction
so a grant make be some small recompense for the inconvenience.

Pocket Park and New Wood
Pocket Park continues to grow apace, helped by the very welcome rain that we had in April.
You may have noticed that wildflowers are slowly appearing. Some of these have been planted
by volunteers. I hope that these will gradually
spread themselves around the area. We have also
sown various seeds in the meadow next to the
graveyard, some of which are showing their heads.
The last length of hedging along by the allotments
has been planted, again thanks to volunteers, and
also to the Wildlife Trust who have provided the
native hedging plants.
There has been some light tree clearance along the
old railway line. These are self-seeded trees,
mostly sycamore, ash and elder, which are misshapen. Removing these gives remaining trees a
better chance of growth, and provides more light to the undergrowth, allowing a greater variety of
plants to flourish.
The off cuttings were originally neatly piled to provide refuge for invertebrate and small animals,
we would be grateful if these piles could be left to mature and not taken away or scattered around
the cutting.
The Parish Council is now employing a contractor to do regular clearing and some gardening
work around the village. I hope this will neaten up some of the areas closer to the middle of the
village.
Volunteers have also put a hedge in along the top of the bank near the playground. This is to
shield the Village Hall overflow carpark.
The Working Party will start again when it is safe to do so.
Cllr Pom Boddington

Allotments
If you are interested in renting an allotment please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.
Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on
graves.

HS2
The following notice was published on the 16th April and also gives links to HS2 communication
and information sources. Face to face briefings are all suspended but it is still possible to
engage by phone or email.
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On 15 April 2020, the Department for Transport gave approval for HS2 Ltd to issue
Notice to Proceed to our four Main Works Civils Contractors (MWCC) working on
Phase One of the project.
The issuing of Notice to Proceed marks the point in the MWCC contracts where work
transitions from scheme design and preparatory work, to full detailed design and construction
of the railway between London and the West Midlands.
You can find further information on both gov.uk and the HS2 website.
The four contractors along the phase one route – SCS Railways, Align JV, EKFB JV and
BBV JV – will start the second stage of their contracts immediately, progressing detailed
design, site preparation works and placing important sub-contracts. During this period, our
contractors are continuously reviewing their ability to work within Public Health England
guidelines to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of our workforce and the communities in
which we are working.
We understand that some local communities are concerned about the impact of construction
and we remain committed to being a good neighbour to anyone affected by our work.
If you have a question about HS2 or our works, please contact our HS2 Helpdesk team
on 08081 434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.

Weekend closures of the A361 at Chipping Warden continue and work will commence on May
11th on the western side of the Welsh Road which may mean more traffic using Byfield to
access Aston Le Walls, Lower and Upper Boddington.
Fusion have also been contracted to carry out work on the M40 roundabout in Banbury. Traffic
lights will be installed on the Hennef way arm of the roundabout. This work has still not started
but will cause further disruption to Banbury commuters. Look out for signs on A361, we will post
further information on the Parish Council website and Facebook page once dates are confirmed.
As a reminder, the construction of the line has been given the go ahead and will result in enlarging
the compound in Chipping Warden which will be a major hub containing a concrete batching plant
and accommodation for approximately 300 workers. This will be the base for work from Chipping
Warden to Wormleighton and Chipping Warden to Greatworth. This work is expected to take 4-5
years from now. Traffic management plans are currently being produced. As part of this work
Archaeological work is taking place between Boddington and Wormleighton to investigate the
remains of some 200-year-old Iron Age Farm Steads.

Lights and Utilities
We have now replaced 28 out of 94 street lights with LED fittings. As well as providing a warm
white light they are automatically dimmed between midnight and 5am all of which helps give us
a much-reduced electricity bill. Having completed the roads off Dolls Hill the Parish Council will
now consider which area to upgrade next. Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any faulty light in
the village: email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
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Footpaths
Neither the Government nor Northamptonshire County Council has closed any footpaths, reports
of closures have been passed back to NCC since these are illegal and unenforceable.
We continue to monitor the local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have
responsibility for things like gates and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk and, follow
the country code by cleaning up after your dog.
The Clerk, Mrs Weller, and Councillor Clark have been working with the landowner to improve
access to an underused footpath that travels west from the Hellidon Road towards Boddington.
As well as removing vegetation to reveal the marker pole we will be providing a new gate and
more way markers along the route.
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code, pick up after your
dog, leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.

Communications and Social Media
Thanks for everyone who has liked or followed our Byfield Parish Council Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil). We now have over 196 followers (and growing!), and this is proving to
be a valuable communication channel between the Parish Council and the local community we
are serving, letting you know what we're doing and also listening to your comments and
feedback. Please continue to like and share!
The new Parish Council website has just been launched,
providing an enhanced online experience and access to Parish
Council information and events.

Brightwell Recreation Ground
Government restrictions obliged the Parish Council to close the play equipment, we appreciate
that it does not look attractive and is missed by many as a place to meet friends and families and
enjoy time together out of doors. Please be assured we will reopen the area as soon as we are
allowed to.
The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud of this area and
continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone.

Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15 th January
DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be
found in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
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•
•
•
•
•

New pitched and flat roofs to garage and utility – Becketts Close
Removal of a tree subject to a TPO (Tree Preservation Order) – Banbury Lane
Listed building consent for a new staircase from first to second floor – High Street
Work to a tree subject to a TPO – Whitecroft Lane
Two storey side extension – Charwelton Road

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.

John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council
Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com
Website - www.byfield-pc.gov.uk
_________________________________________________________________

COUNCILLORS
NAME

TELEPHONE
AREAS OF INTEREST
e-mail address
_________________________________________________________________________
John Gillic
28 Banbury Lane

01327 262917
j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council CHAIRMAN
Burial Ground
Closed churchyard
Village hall trustee

Sally Boddington
01327 263745
31 Bell Lane
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Michael Buckley
01327 262628
4 Farebrother Close
Lindsay Clark
39 Lovett Road

michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

not available
lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com

Pocket Park
Allotments, Environment

Website
Risk Assessment
Charities trustee
Rights of Way
Allotments co-ordinator

Santon Crowshaw
not available
High Street
santon.crowshaw@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Highways
Planning

Christl Davis
20 Westhorpe Lane

Council Property
Street lights
Charities trustee

01327 261504
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
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Barbara Ridyard
The Old Chapel
The Green

01327 612482
barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Playground
Trees

Simon Shepherd
19 The Twistle

01327 262177
simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

General maintenance

Mike Taylor
Church Street

not available
michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Communicating with
parishioners
Recreation Ground

District Councillor -

County Councillor -

Rupert Frost, The Hall, Manor Road, Staverton NN11
Tel: 01327 700198 e-mail RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

Robin Brown, Leadership Support, NCC, County Hall,
Northampton, NN1 1AT
Tel 01604 367 813
rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk

Sponsored Cycle Ride
This week, 10th to 16th May, is Christian Aid Week. All the collections and fundraising events will
have been cancelled this year. But the need for donations is as urgent as ever.
Bishop Ed (who moved to Westhorpe Lane when he retired) is
cycling 100 miles for Christian Aid. He is taking part in the
Prudential 100 bike ride that follows the 2012 London Olympic
Course in August 2020. He hopes you might sponsor his ride by
going to JustGiving at
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/edwardcondry2.
This will be the fourth time Ed has ridden in this event. He says,
“It’s a wonderful bike ride leading out through Richmond Park, and
then back over the North Downs, ending at The Mall in front of
Buckingham Palace. There are some 20,000 cyclists on the day.”
Ed is a regular cyclist and has completed a number of longdistance events across Europe.
Christian Aid works with the poorest communities throughout the world. Poverty robs people of
their dignity and lets injustice thrive. For over 70 years Christian Aid has been working with the
poorest. They work in 39 countries.
If the Bike Ride is cancelled by Covid-19 then he says he will just cycle 100 miles round these
villages!
Your support would be marvellous. Thank you.
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What have our Rising Stars and Little Angels been up to in ‘lockdown’?
Along with a chocolate egg and ‘The Story of Easter’ each family were given a challenge – to
make an Easter Garden. This has always been a favourite occupation at Messy Church. You
will see from the photos that we had a wonderful variety.
Florrie and Norah kindly looked after the garden we set up in the churchyard, rolling the stone
away on Easter morning. Catherine and her Mum made and decorated a ‘Garden’ cake. Our
talented seamstress, Scarlett, sewed her garden. Martha and Teddy made arid, rocky gardens
as they would have been in Palestine. Deanna found a spot in her garden to make the tomb
surrounded by grape hyacinths and primroses. Laurie and Olivia made the most beautiful
garden in a big bowl. There were six children in school on Good Friday and they each made an
Easter garden.
Freya lit a candle in her garden on the night of the Sabbath, the time when Jesus body would
still have been in the tomb. Theodore and Oscar’s garden included the angel who gave the
Good News of the resurrection to Mary on that first Easter morning.
A big ’Well done’ to you all!

Church

Martha and Teddy’s garden

School

You can see all photos in the Byword
in colour on the Byfield Parish Council
website under ‘Community’.

Deanna
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Oscar and Theodore

Freya

Sarah

Laurie and Olivia

Scarlet
Catherine’s cake
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Keeping in touch
Each week we have been sending emails out to our young church families with a
simplified Bible Story both in print and available as a YouTube clip with age
appropriate themed activities, a song, colouring sheets and puzzles.
Those who come to Rising Stars received a kind of ‘Scavenger Hunt’ that they could
do around the village whist taking exercise: the sheet is below. The instructions in
the right hand column are for the anagram at the bottom. Perhaps you would like
to have a go! If you complete it, with or without the sentence at the bottom, please
send a photo to lep23a@gmail.com or text it to 07941 328535.
After seeking feedback we realise that families with school age children are
inundate with worksheets and online teaching so we are hoping to find more
practical activities that can be linked to the story of the week: the first week in May
involved making and decorating ‘Sheepfold’ biscuits to go with the story of the
Good Shepherd!
Let us hope that during June/July things will ease up a bit and we may be able to
meet up, perhaps, for games or a picnic.
LG, KA, SC, LP
Rising Stars Challenge! How well do you know your village?
Question

Answer
F.

1. Who is remembered by the blue
plaque on the Village Hall? (Full name
and short name needed)

Letters
1st letter of 1st name,
1st letter of 2nd name
2nd letter of 2nd name

S.

2. Which two companies made the play
equipment on the Brightwell?

1.

1st letter

2.

1st letter

3. How many poles are there for
Floodlights on the Tennis Courts

1st letter of number

4. According to the noticeboard on the
Scout HQ, who is Skip?

1st letter of 1st name,

5. Who might you remember as you sit
on the seat in the churchyard?

2nd letter of 2nd name

6. What time is the last bus from Doll’s
Hill to Banbury on a weekday?
7. What is the name of the farm that
lies north of the Boddington Road
between Farol and Westhorpe Lane?

2nd letter
Last letter

8. Who advertises handmade Furniture
on the Boddington Road?

1st letter of 2nd name
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9. What animal is on the door knocker
at 26 Westhorpe Lane?

Middle letter

10. What rather large Arthropod lives
under the tree in the garden of 33a Bell
Lane?

1st letter

11. What are there 3 of on the doorstep
of 31 Bell Lane?
12. What used to be sold at the house
with two yellow doors on Banbury Lane?

1st letter

13. What kind of petrol and diesel is
sold at the Filling Station?

2nd letter

14. What is the animal next to the front
door of 14 Banbury Road?

Last letter

15. What was commemorated by
restoring the well at the end of Beckett’s
Close?
16. How many people are on the Cross
Trees sign?

6th letter
8th letter
The Roman numeral
for this number.

What sentence can you make from the letters you have picked out that
tells us what happened to Jesus?
_____

____

__

__

______

The Historic Churches trust Sponsored Ride and Stride
Saturday, 12th September is scheduled to be the day for the sponsored Ride and
Stride that raises money for our church buildings. Byfield and Woodford Halse
have both benefitted from the fund for repairs in previous years. It would be
wonderful if you could make use of all that fitness that you have built up whilst
taking your daily exercise by joining in!
It is up to you which churches you visit: churches will be taking part in
Warwickshire and Oxfordshire, so there is plenty of choice of routes to take. You
can cycle, ride or walk – or run - your route.
If you would like a sponsor form and a list of churches please contact Lesley on
01327 264374 or email lep23a@gmail.com
Let’s hope we will be able to run this event in some way.
LP
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1st Byfield Scout Group

Contact: Rob Gericke

Email beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

Byfield Beavers have continued to be very busy despite “lock-down” with regular Tuesday
evening meetings continuing via Zoom. We all log in at the normal time and the Beavers have
adapted very well to the new routine.
The past few weeks have seen many “firsts” for the Beavers.
In April we had our first ever virtual camp instead of the planned overnight
camp near Bewdley. Tents and dens were made in sitting rooms and in
gardens and 12 Beavers and two leaders camped out in various homes in
Northamptonshire. Camp inspections took place and the Beavers helped
to prepare meals, wash up and tidy their camps. Regular logging into
Zoom meant we all ate together and even managed a camp song led by
one Beaver on his guitar. Games and quizzes were played and bedtime
included us all drinking hot chocolate and having ghost stories by torch
light. Those that camped out confirmed it was cold. If this lock down continues, we may try
another camp when it warms up!
Our normal St Georges Day District-wide parade in Daventry had to be cancelled. However all
sections of 1st Byfield Scouts joined together at 6pm on the 23rd April to renew their promises,
again via Zoom. Another first! The practice earlier that week meant promises were clearly said
and uniforms and neckers were neatly worn. Well done Beavers!
Two of our Beavers received their Bronze award with the District Leader observing at our St
Georges Day meeting via Zoom. This is the highest award that a Beaver can get and has
meant continuous good behaviour, attendance and work by both Stanley and Rory. It is so
good to see how pleased they were to get their Bronze award.
As four of our Beavers have now moved up to Cubs we have said goodbye to Leo, Monty, Rory
and Stanley. We know they were ready to move on and we look forward to hearing about how
they are getting on. However, we have also invested Morris so new Beavers continue to join
us. We managed to get the Beavers Flag from the Scout Hut and again via Zoom Morris said
his Promise, from memory, nice and clearly. Having the Flag held by Finn and Freddie in
another house was another first!
We have started work on new badges and have chosen to focus on some digital
/ IT themed badges as it seemed appropriate. Recently the Beavers all dressed
up as spies and took photographs of themselves. The Beavers have also made
cards and sent letters to family members who are having to live on their own at
the moment.
Our Beavers have risen to the challenge of the new way of meeting and have
independently worked towards badges both with their parents and on their own. There is going
to be a lot of sewing when we all meet up again and the badges are handed out!
We have also been joined in the last few months by two teenagers who are taking part in the
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award. Emily and Anna have been a great help.
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If anyone has a child between 6 and 8 who would like to join one of our Zoom meetings then
please email Robert at beavers.1stbyfield@gmail.com . Younger children can fill in a form to go
on the waiting list too. Now four of our Beavers have moved to cubs we will have some space
for new members.
Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
01295 660508
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com

Pack meetings are now carrying on online but Cubs are still having fun and earning badges. The
experiences of using Zoom, sending emails, designing a picture or animation on the computer are all
requirements of the Digital Citizen badge which our Cubs have completed.

The Home Help badge was also on the menu and yummy scones were the product.
Camping is still also on the cards - we had a virtual mini Olympic camp. Cubs either camped in
their gardens or made a den inside, built somewhere other than their bedrooms. They competed
in the shuttle run, relay (dressing up) race, standing jump, sergeants jump and a 2.6 mile
‘marathon’. This also contributed to the Scout ‘Hike to the Moon’ challenge that Bear Grylls
launched to raise some money for Children in Need and Comic Relief. We will be sending some
sponsor money for these worthwhile charities.
The Cubs worked hard cooking all the meals for their families including making fruit pies from
scratch (and doing the washing up) which deservedly earnt them their Chef badge. Well done
to all of them and thanks to their parents for enabling them to join our Zoom meetings and
joining in with the challenges. Even with the lockdown we’re still Scouting and having fun!
We have places available in our Cub Pack at the moment so if your child is between 8 and 10
years old and would like to join in our fun please contact me - Helen Mason
GSL.1stbyfield@gmail.com or 07910 341637. We are also looking for a new Cub Scout Leader,
no experience necessary just a desire to help youngsters enjoying their Scouting and have a bit
of fun yourself. If you’d like to find out more please use the same contact details.
Contact: Sally Huband

Tel

07900 212064

Email
skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com
“Yes Definitely! The Camp gave structure to the weekend and minimized gaming time. He was
always keeping an eye on the time so didn’t miss Zoom meetings and Challenges. We also
enjoyed getting involved and spending some quality time together as a family… it’s the perfect
alternative to the real thing! Please do another!”
This was just one parents response when asked if their Scout had enjoyed our first VIRTUAL
WEEKEND CAMP.
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During the weekend Byfield scouts either slept out in a tent in their garden or made some
fantastic dens in their house – just so long as they didn’t sleep in their bed it counted as
‘camping’! The new world of Zoom meetings meant we could issue regular challenges and
activities which included ‘Baking with Skip’ when we made scones altogether. Recreating works
of art via the #GettyMuseumChallenge, then we made Rainbows out of stuff we had lying
around and Nerf rifle ranges out of boxes. Finishing off with communally toasting
marshmallows over campfires… on our own but together in Scouting! Here are some photos.

Before the lockdown our Patrol Leaders & Skip visited London for the
annual Scout Monopoly Run where 3000 scouts congregate and, via an
App, race around our capital ‘buying up’ properties and completing
some challenges all sent through from a central control HQ. Byfield
Scouts worked out a fantastic strategy and WON their group by a
country mile!!! An Awesome result considering they were younger than
many of the other teams competing and it was their first attempt – well
done to Emily, Felix, Charlie and James.
After spending a night at a local scout hut, we visited Brooklands with a VIP trip around Concord
and the flight simulator.
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We had access to the Flightdeck where Felix was presented with his Chief Scout Gold Award
which is the highest award a scout can achieve - a fabulous achievement. Since lockdown, Max
has also achieved his Gold Award and we will look forward to finding an exciting place for his
official presentation in the coming months.
We continue to ‘meet’ every
Tuesday evening, enjoying
quizzes and meeting up with our
friends online. Over the coming
weeks we will be trying a Ready,
Steady Cook competition, and
developing our DIY skills… and
this week is Murder Mystery
night…
As you can see from this Byword
contribution Being a Scout or a Scout leader isn’t all knots and woggles!
As the UK’s largest mixed youth organisation Scouts aims to build and develop young people’s
confidence, sense of adventure and outdoor skills, as well as encouraging them to explore their
beliefs and attitudes and be creative. It offers them the independence to put these skills into
practice at camps and even on international trips.
Scouts are encouraged to work together and take the lead on all sorts of projects, from
community based work to planning games and activities for their meetings.
The Scout Troop is the third section in the Scout Group, above Beavers and Cubs. The Scout
Section is for young people aged between 10½ and 14½ years.
Byfield Scout troop meets on Tuesday evenings from 7pm-8.30pm at The Scout HQ at the
Brightwell Recreation Ground in Byfield. For the moment all our meetings are happening AT
HOME via ZOOM!!
If you would like any further information, contact: Sally Huband on 07900 212064.
Yours in Scouting, Skip (May 2020)

Luncheon Club
In June of this year we will have been running for 30 years. I have been involved with the club all this
time as has Ann Tompkins who still comes to do the washing up.
Dolly Buckle has recently retired due to health reasons and I feel that the time has come when I have
to hang up my apron, Ann has to put aside her rubber gloves and Val Egan stop laying the tables and
washing up.
So, from June onwards we will be in need of volunteers to keep this amazing club running. The
present cooks are continuing but we need people to set up and lay the tables, clear away and do the
washing up. Over the years so many people have been able to enjoy the meals as well as the
opportunity to meet up with friends for a chat and make new friends. It would be a great pity if we had
to close due to lack of help.
The club meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month (subject to change). We will advertise
when lunches will be starting again after the coronavirus lockdown.
Barbara Edmunds
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CHARITIES APPLICATION
NEED A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS AN UNEXPECTED
FINANCIAL NEED FOR YOURSELF OR A GROUP?

Then you fill in the form attached to this page and give it to one of
the Trustees listed. It would help if you can give a copy of a receipt
or quote. We try to help by giving at least some of the money you are
asking for and it comes in cheque form. Applications need to be in by
12th June.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Application Form for Funding
Do you wish to apply for funding for yourself?
Name -------------------------------------------------------------Address ----------------------------------------------------------- Phone ------------------

Someone else?
Name ------------------------------------------------------------Address -----------------------------------------------------------

A Byfield organisation?
Name of group --------------------------------------------------Applicant ----------------------------------------------------------- Phone --------------------

What is the funding for?

Signature ………………….. (Give or post to a trustee listed)
Byfield Combined Charities Trustees:
Michael Buckley, 4 Farebrother Close … Chris Cross (Chairman), 28 Bell Lane …
Rev. Stevie Cross, The Rectory, Church St. … Christl Davis, 20 Westhorpe Lane
… Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle … Pam Hicks (Treasurer), 1 Edwards Close …
Rosemary Johnson (Secretary), The Corner House, 34 Bell Lane … Angela
Weller, 18 Church St.
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Royal British Legion
You’ll all be thinking it’s been a very strange couple of months, and
wondering about the future? We, like all of you, have now been unable to get together since
mid-March, and for your local Branch of the Royal British Legion (RBL) that has meant some
readjustment to try to make sure we are not forgotten. Usually in these little articles we tell you
about what we’ve done recently, and what we hope to do in the near future but for this edition,
in that regard there isn’t much to report.
The RBL as a whole has been trying to involve themselves in the “virtual world”, and, like
schools and other similar establishments, have come-up with creative solutions to keep us
together whilst we are physically apart. “VE-Day +75” on the 8th May was a case in-point.
Everyone was encouraged to turn the visible front of their home’s red, white and blue, with
posters, bunting and anything else that could be deemed appropriate. We were also
encouraged to pop-up on Facebook and share in a virtual parade, which included individually
“dipping” our Standard at a certain time, joining-in songs of the period and listening to the bands
– all on “smart” devices, usually hand-held, adding our own contributions to swell the tide of
pomp and patriotism for this anniversary of the end of the last World War. And all this when we
are fighting another-one, which also might be thought of as “virtual” due to its deadly, invidious
invisibility.
As terrible as this Covid19 pandemic we are living through now is, the idiom “It’s an ill wind that
blows nobody any good” comes to mind. Going back to that readjustment I mentioned, and
thinking about all this “virtual” stuff, meant that your local RBL had to face facts: only three
quarters of our Membership has an e-mail address and only about a quarter of those seem to
use the Internet.
Eighteen months ago, one of our most senior Members Les, raised the subject of contact with
our older people, especially those who were now in the nonagenarian category; he postulated
that they were being left out because we were increasingly “going digital”. As always, there are
exceptions but in the main, we agreed, he was right. So once a month we started ringingaround and speaking to all of our Members who had passed the ripe-old age of eighty, with
some success. This current situation caused us to expand that “service” to all our Members of
whatever age, and we have started to talk to people who we haven’t seen, or even spoken to for
years, if ever – and its been enlightening. So much so that we are seriously thinking about
keeping it up.
In addition, we produced a “Newsletter”, a hard-copy of which was delivered by hand just before
the “lockdown” to all Members in our District, and that was very well received – because it was
tangible. That document simply printed all fourteen “pages” from our Web site that had recorded
everything we did in the last twelve months. It was a good discussion-opening point for our
“ring-around”, not that icebreakers were needed, it seems everyone thinks it’s “good to talk”. But
it was also interesting to note how surprised some were that we are so active; just proves that
the Internet isn’t as all encompassing as you might be led to believe.
Which is a good example of why paper periodicals like “The Byword” are popular, even if it is
only in the magazine rack by the loo.
We’d welcome your questions, comments and criticisms – just call 01327 260093 or e-mail
Byfield.MemSecretary@rbl.community or search for “Byfield Legion” on-line.
Terry
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The Banbury and Daventry Foodbanks
We have been collecting donations of food and items for personal hygiene, weekly around the
five benefice villages and taking the donations alternately to the Foodbank collection point at St
Francis Church in Banbury and in Benbow Close in Daventry. People have been extremely
generous in their giving.
In Byfield there is a box outside the Rectory front door where contributions can be left at any
time and every Wednesday there is a box outside 23 Banbury Road from 9 until 5. The
donations are then taken with those from the other villages to the Foodbanks on a Thursday or
Friday.
We received this information at the end of April from Rob at the Daventry Foodbank:
https://www.daventryfoodbank.org.uk/
‘I did a year on year comparison for the first quarter of the year.
261 referrals in 2019
360 referrals in 2020
This is a 38% increase
Last April - 95 referrals
This April - 149 referrals
This is a 57% increase’
And this from Sarah at Banbury: https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/
‘Thank you to all the churches in the benefice for supporting Banbury foodbank over the years.
We have seen a 40% increase in demand for foodbank since Covid-19 to the same period of
time last year.
We are feeding more families with children as parents have been laid off work with no pay.
We are receiving a high volume of food at the moment but as we cannot do the
usual supermarket collection days and potentially harvest and Christmas collections this year it
is important that we continue to receive food as we don`t know how long this situation will go on
for.
What it is safe to say is with continued lock down more people are likely to be laid off work
permanently and we may incur an even greater increase in foodbank use. ‘
Urgently needed food items at the moment are tinned meat, tinned fruit, tinned rice pudding,
long life milk and long life juice.
If you can help with a donation it would be very much appreciated. If you have any queries
please contact Lesley Palmer 01327 264374 or email lep23a@gmail.co.uk

1st Byfield Scout Group
2nd Saturday Coffee Mornings will resume in September hopefully, in the Meeting Room of
the Village Hall 10am to 12 noon.
Aiming to fund raise for improvements to the Headquarters – including flood barriers - and
also to raise awareness of the Group and what it can offer young people age 6 to 14 across
the 3 sections (Scouts, Cubs and Beavers).
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VE Day 2020 in Byfield
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You can see all photos in the Byword
in colour on the Byfield Parish Council
website under ‘Community’.

YOGA IN BYFIELD
Gentle Yoga for Overall
Wellbeing
Beginners and Improvers
Every Monday Morning
9.30-10.30am
Every Wednesday Evening
7.30-9.00pm
For More Information: Contact Lisa
Mobile: 07976 785053
Email : lisakdukes@gmail.com

Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service
T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316
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M Corbett Building
Services
Brickwork, Stonework,
Extensions, Repointing,
Roof repairs,
Chimney repairs, Guttering,
Patios.
35 years’ experience
All jobs considered.
For a free quotation call:
Office:
01295 272610
Mobile: 07891 866826
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Bereavements
We offer our condolences to the family
and friends of:
Kath Anderson
Jim Charters

The deadline for the next Byword
(Aug/Sept) will be Sunday 5th July
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Letter from the Rectory,
What strange times we are living in. Three months ago, I am sure no-one imagined that all our
churches and other places of worship would be locked, schools closed and meeting with friends
and family dependant on technology.
As we struggle with the change in our worlds, we come to realise that this is a global epidemic,
that people of all nationalities are suffering, many worse than we are.
I am amazed at the way people in Byfield and all the villages have responded to help their
neighbours. Byfield has been so blessed by the Byfield Good Neighbours scheme who are
doing much more than food and prescriptions. I do feel we should be including them in
our thanks when we go out to do our clapping on Thursdays. I am sure I speak for
everyone in saying how amazing they are.
As I write this the Prime Minister is laying out his roadmap for the weeks ahead, plans and
timetables to move towards a more normal way of life.
The national church is also producing plans with 3 main stages but no timescales as I write.
The first stage is where clergy only can go into church for private prayer.
The second stage will be to allow small scale funerals and weddings observing social
distancing
The third stage will be services in church as long as people observe social distancing.
There will be no singing in the medium term, but I do hope we will be able to sing out by
the time Christmas comes round.
The church will be closed for private prayer for the time being.
I am praying for the time when I will be able to welcome you back into church.
Many of you know that I was due to retire at the end of May and that is going ahead. I will retire
as Rector but …. I am being licenced as a house for duty priest for 3 months so nothing much
will change except that I become a pensioner. This does allow the benefice to start looking for
my replacement as soon as conditions allow.
I send out a news sheet every week with a range of information on it including the odd cartoon.
Most people receive this by email and a few have paper copies. If you are not on our circulation
list and would like to join please do get in contact with me. Details below.
I wonder if I am the only one who has noticed in this strange locked down season, a change in
the type of pictures posted on social media? In place of the look-at-me selfies there are
snapshots of buds opening to display the colours of spring, views and sunsets. Such hopeful
images counterbalance gloomy statistics in the news media. This is the time for a different type
of memory photo. Have you started making your own bread, taken up a new hobby, or just
spent time in the garden? We must try to remember the good as well as the difficult.
We know that we are never forgotten by God, each of us is precious, and whatever
happens He is with us. As God says in Isaiah 49 ‘ Yet I will not forget you. See, I
have inscribed you on the palms of my hands.’

So as give thanks for the hands around us, hands of those who care for us, hands of
those who deliver food, hands to the healthcare workers, let us not forget God’s hands
which are there for us in this world and the next.
I do look forward to seeing many of you soon, even at a distance. Please feel free to
give me a call if you fancy a chat.
Every blessing to you all Stevie
01327 260204 crossstevie@hotmail.com
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