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Useful Telephone Numbers
Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
Rural Wheels
01327 263627/260878
Byfield School
01327 260349
Byfield Nursery
01327 264230
Daventry District Council
01327 871100
Or www.daventrydc.gov.uk/

Daventry Library
Police (non-emergency)
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Ambulance Headquarters
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N’pton Gen Hospital
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Tel: 01295 660592

0300 1261000
03000 111222
01604 797000
01604 230555
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01604 634700
01327 708800
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01865 772250
0800 111 999
0800 771 881
0845 9200 800
0845 9881188
08455 191523
0800 056 8090
0904 545 0286
0800 6783 105
116123
01295 270000

To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

Byfield & District Royal British Legion
These past few years have been full of significant anniversaries for the Royal
British Legion, and this new year of 2021 is no different. We’ve passed the
“one hundred years” since the outbreak and end of our planet’s first conflict,
that in some way involved nearly everyone, everywhere. We’ve commemorated those same
hundred years since the warrior who immortalised all those who couldn’t be identified was
chosen, and the same time has passed for our own village’s Memorial to those who could be
named. Of less time going by but of no less importance, there have been anniversaries of other
battles fought since. Maybe a hundred years hence, the war against the current invisible invader
that is this time uniting the globe in a common fight, will be remembered.
Continuing that theme for this article, this is the hundredth year since the British Legion was
formed, on the 15th May 1921. Note, the “Royal” appellation came later.
1921 was also the year when we first adopted the poppy as our symbol of Remembrance. On
that latter subject, a highlight of the current Poppy Appeal was the inventive, and lucrative,
contribution made by our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, to whom we are indebted, especially
because of last year’s highly restricted fundraising activities. We wish to take this opportunity to
also thank John Russell BEM, our President, for his many years as Poppy
Appeal Organiser, and to Tom Smith who took over from John in 2020. In
spite of not being able to undertake any door-to-door collections Tom advises
that we have raised locally around £4,000 to date. A very big thank you also
to all of you that donated and the many shops and businesses that allowed us
to leave a Poppy Appeal box with them.
Since “The Byword’s” previous edition, nothing much has happened to our group, and little is
planned on which we can report. The covid-19 virus has restricted many activities over the last
9 to 10 months and this continues for now. So, we wondered if, in this our birthday year, you
might be interested in where we came from? If so, read-on…
Five years ago, our esteemed leader Russ Mallace (sadly no longer with us) penned an article
on that subject for a pre-Christmas edition of this periodical. For your interest, this is précised as
follows:
“In 1918 every family in Britain, and those in countless families overseas on both sides, were
affected by the huge loss of life, and often horrendous injury both physical and mental suffered
by so many. The Government of the time did not help most of those so obviously needing
assistance, so Lance Bombardier Tom Lister from Lancashire, took it upon himself to start
raising funds to try to alleviate some of their physical and financial distress. With the eventual
help of Earl Haig, Lister’s British National Federation of Discharged and Demobilized Sailors
and Soldiers together with other similar groups became the British Legion; the
first Royal Charter was granted to the Legion four years later. Lister was Chairman of the
organisation until 1927 during which year he was appointed CBE in recognition of his efforts; he
was finally knighted five years before his death in 1966.”
It seems that so often, little is learned from history, which is why so
many of us are volunteers. It is also why we frequently bother you for
donations, and why hopefully later this year you’ll see some evidence
of our celebration of those humble beginnings. Battle Back, pictured
right, with some of us out front, is just one of the beneficiaries of our
efforts.
In you need to learn more, you should know by now that we have a
website -http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/byfield-district-branch-in-rural-swnorthants-uk and a presence on Facebook Byfield AndDistrict Rbl | Facebook. We ARE on the
‘phone too. Just dial 01327 260590 for Alan any time OR Chris on 261778 after hours.
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The next Census will take place on 21st March 2021
You will soon see advertisements on the TV and in newspapers and
towards the end of February a postcard will be delivered to your home
to remind you that the Census is happening.
At the beginning of March, you will receive an Information Pack in the
post which will tell you all you need to know about completing the
Census form. Remember, you complete one form per household.
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfield-pc.gov.uk and Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil) where all agendas, minutes and useful documents can be seen. The
Parish Council normally meets on the second Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the
village hall starting at 1930 hrs. Members of the press and public are always welcome to attend.
However, the village hall is closed and government restrictions mean we cannot meet in public
so instead meet by ZOOM. We will continue to do so until the Government lifts restricts on
gatherings and social distancing and the VH is able to open. It is still possible to join these
meetings by contacting Councillor Mike Taylor michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk .
Chairman’s Report
Firstly, some general points: The Census is coming, please keep a look out for this major national
gathering of facts and figures that will help Government plan for the next 10 years.
The County Council will be abolished at the beginning of April to be replaced by two new huge
Unitary Authorities. Daventry District Council will merge with South Northants Council and
Northampton Borough Council. The postponed Local elections are still due to take place in May
– why not consider standing for the Parish Council and help make Byfield even better?
The Parish Council continues to do all it can to help and keep Byfield a special and happy place
to live. If you are moving away, then farewell and thank you for being part of our community. If
you are new to Byfield then welcome, we are sure this will become a happy and fulfilling place to
live for you.
A number of villagers spoke to Parish Councillors about the young couple camping close to the
burial ground. We were aware of them since they arrived on the 17 th December and decided that
we would allow them to stay until the Christmas and New Year period had passed. The couple
were given support, advice and assistance, they were also helped by Byfield Good Neighbours
with food, clothing, gas for cooking and a better tent and bedding, individuals also provided acts
of kindness and generosity. Clearly this could only ever have been a temporary arrangement and
at the time of writing this report the Parish Council has asked them to find somewhere else to stay
so that we can return the area to its usual purpose. Hopefully, the couple have now found
somewhere more suitable.
In between this issue of the Byword and the next, villagers will receive their Council Tax demands
for 2021/22. This will, as usual, include an amount for the Parish Council precept. The Parish
Council reviewed its spending plans closely and although we have a number of projects that we
would like to undertake it was decided to keep our total budget unchanged and not to seek an
increase in the precept to be collected by Daventry District Council. To help us achieve this we
have realigned some of our budgets but do not expect this to change the provision of services to
our community.
Life goes on in Byfield as we adapt to new ways and ever-changing rules. The pub has not been
able to reopen and of course the Petrol Station and shop has been undergoing a massive refit. I
am sure we all look forward to going there again from early February as well as continuing to
support our fantastic Co-op and Post Office which is such a lifeline for Byfield and surrounding
villages. And of course, not forgetting the sports clubs, the Church, the Village Hall and all the
other organisations and businesses that make Byfield such a success.
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A Greener Byfield
Some Councillors attended an online webinar to learn about how Parish Councils
can help tackle climate change and we’re keen to introduce innovative schemes
to Byfield. We are looking forward to working with Byfield School eco-club to help
run some exciting and informative projects around reducing the carbon footprint
for the village and helping the environment.
We welcome and encourage any ideas and help from any parishioners wishing to
be part of this initiative. Please contact michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk for more information.
Our new LED lights are an example of what we hope to achieve, the lights are much more energy
efficient and have already seen our electricity bills fall significantly. We will initially divert these
savings into funding more LED lights until the entire village has been switched.
Communications and Social Media
We recognise that with the ongoing Covid restrictions the need to ensure we disseminate
information to and receive correspondence from parishioners is more important than ever before.
Channels of Communication:
Our main channels of communication continue to be our website and our Facebook page, where
we update as much relevant information as frequently as possible. We’re delighted to have over
235 followers on our Facebook page.
• Facebook – please follow @byfieldparishcouncil
• Website – please go to our website www.www.byfield-pc.gov.uk
Our sincere thanks for all of your comments, questions and input over the past few months.
Participating in Parish Council meetings via Zoom:
With all Parish Council meetings being held via Zoom since the original restrictions came into
force last year, we continue to welcome participation and contributions from any parishioner.
Participation can be via video call link or voice call dial in, the details of how to access our monthly
meetings can be found on the noticeboards within the village as well as on the ‘Council Meetings’
calendar section of the website. Simply click on the relevant month to find the relevant details,
as well as the associated Agendas and Payments Schedules.
Ways to contact us:
Our Facebook page allows for Parishioners to contact us directly via Facebook Messenger, and
we try to respond to every message we receive as quickly and thoroughly as possible. Our email
addresses can also be found on the website, where there is also an option to complete an online
form.
Ease of access to information:
We have tried to ensure our website provides quick and simple access to information – from digital
editions of The Byword, a ‘News’ section for all updates, a dedicated ‘Documents’ section, a
‘Financial Information’ page with all payments and accounts information, to a ‘Planning’ section
with an online map and all current planning application details.
Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on graves
and that plot edging is not permitted. The Parish Council is considering how we can improve
access to the Burial Ground.
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HS2 Grants
Several local groups have now benefited from grants and we expect there to be publicity around
these in due course. Their success shows that Byfield is a prime candidate for this type of funding
and we would encourage local groups, events, clubs and organisations to apply. Don’t be shy,
we will endure much during the construction, so a grant makes some small recompense for the
inconvenience.

Lights and Utilities
The latest set of new LED lights for the village were finally switched on in late December, they
are for the whole length of The Twistle and hopefully make an improvement to the old and faded
lights that we have replaced. Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any faulty light - email
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
LED lights, as well as being much more energy efficient, also come with a long-guaranteed life
span so over time our repair and maintenance cost should also fall.
Environment
As we approach spring it is important to ensure that our roadside hedges and planting is trimmed
back to avoid blocking the pavement of risking injury to passers-by from thorns or rogue branches.
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
Brightwell Recreation Ground
The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud of this area and
continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone. With this in mind we are planning to
replace the surface beneath the Nest Swing with turf and rubber matting similar to the surfaces
beneath the Cable Way and Climbing bars, in early spring. While this work is ongoing the area
will be closed allowing the turf to bed in. This will eliminate the need and expense of replacing
the cushionfall surface and remove the wooden edging that is a trip hazard. The initial cost will
be mitigated by the removal of annual maintenance requirements. It is hoped in future to replace
the surface beneath the infant swings and play area similarly when funding permits.
While the Daventry area is designated Covid-19 Tier 4, users of the equipment in the playground
will need to be mindful of Government guidelines for use and pay attention to hygiene before and
after use.
Footpaths
The Parish Council has no powers or direct responsibilities over footpaths
but aims to monitor the local footpaths and to engage with the landowners
(who have responsibility for things like gates and stiles). Please report any
problems to the clerk.
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code,
pick up after you dog, leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.
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Pocket Park and New Wood
The Pocket Park has flourished and hopefully been a safe place for villagers to walk and
experience nature over the autumn and winter.
Villagers will have noticed that a contractor has done some coppicing in New Wood, reducing the
size of some of the hazel trees that are down there. This is a normal maintenance technique,
originally done by woodsmen to produce young strong timber to split for hurdles. The hazels will
be coppiced in rotation, giving each several years to put on growth before they will be cut again.
Some of the wood was used to produce stakes for the lovely hedge laying that has been done,
close to the Burial Ground and others have been made into a hazel wall - ideal protection for
hibernating insects, and for children to hide behind. Clearing areas of New Wood also provides a
different environment for different plants to thrive.
We have also planted some daffodils. Many kilogrammes were ordered, and we
would like to thank the villagers who took time to plant these around the village.
We look forward to seeing where they come up, some were put in the New Wood
and others on the bank by the Bowls club.
The Parish Council has had a fair bit of strimming done in Pocket Park. Some
areas were in danger of being overwhelmed by brambles, and other thuglike
weeds. It is hoped that now the young trees can start to thrive. The plan for this
coming spring is to have some more trees thinned from the old railway cutting,
mainly elder and sycamore, which have self-seeded.
Some piles of tree cuttings have been left in the cutting to provide cover for hibernating insects.
This is deliberate and part of our land management. It is not an invitation for piles of garden
rubbish to be left in that area, that is fly tipping and very anti-social, take it to the tip!
It is good to see a couple of sheep in the meadow by Pocket Park. These have been removed
temporarily to allow the grass to recover and will hopefully be returned in due course.
The Working Party will start again when it is safe to do so.
HS2
Cllr Crowshaw continues to act as our liaison with HS2 contractors and arranges for regular news
about road closures and other developments to be posted on our website and Facebook page.
We have seen one of the improvements Cllr Crowshaw achieved with the installation of a
pedestrian-controlled crossing near to Edwards Close and a relocated bus stop. Work to convert
the existing zebra crossing to pedestrian controlled is due early in 2021
Villagers can of course also find much more information on HS2’s own website HS2 website. If
you have a question about HS2 or their works, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081
434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.
Allotments
Councillor Lindsay Clark continues to maintain and manage the area and we now follow a policy
of sub dividing the bigger plots into more manageable sized areas. If you are interested in
renting an allotment please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.
Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15th January
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2020 DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•

DA/2020/1057 - Bell Lane – renovations to existing property

•

DA/2020/0765 – Amendments to reserved planning details for Farol’s site

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.
John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council
Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com
*******

The Broads say farewell to Byfield
After almost 39 years wonderful years in the village, we have moved to pastures new. We had
planned a leaving party for all our friends, perhaps a garden party even but never reckoned with
the current situation, so we have had to scuttle off almost unnoticed.
As the years went by the Stairs got steeper and the Garden grew ever larger so a couple of
years ago, we decided to downsize so that we could get the new property as we want it whilst
we are able.
We would have loved to have remained in the village but 3-bedroom bungalows of the kind we
wanted are in short supply so sadly it was not to be.
We have left our delightful cottage and moved into an ultra-modern Bungalow in Broughton
Astley which is a few miles north of Lutterworth. We have plenty to do as the garden is a blank
canvas and there is a greenhouse and workshop to build. It will be a busy next few months.
It has been a real wrench to leave our lovely cottage and garden that is filled with memories
and the hustle and bustle of a growing family and latterly the grandchildren. We will obviously
miss our friends and neighbours and our activities in the village….. Tennis, Cricket ,Gardening
Club ,Choir, and of course being the Groundsman for the Cricket Club. Even mowing the
playing field and pitch sometimes twice a week, was a pleasure.
Please welcome Rachael, Phoebe and Reuben to their new home, may they enjoy living there
as much as our family have.
But time and tide wait for no man so it’s onward and upward to our new life.
A Fond Farewell and Best Wishes to you all.
Gill and Geoff Broad.
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‘Doing Christmas’ differently!
This is what we were urged to do by the Peterborough Diocese Mission team – and is what we
have had to do due to National restrictions. But, thanks to Bishop Ed and the hard work of our
churchwardens we have been able to hold services in all the Benefice churches on one of the
four days starting with Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. We hope that there are not too many
people who were not able to find a place at one of the services.
We have in previous years gone into Byfield School to make Christingles with the children and
hold a Christingle service. This was not possible so a team of us put together 100 Christingle
‘kits’ in bags so that each child could make their own in their ‘bubbles’ and then watch a video
that we made to link the Christingle to the story of the Nativity. Many thanks to Chris, Mariz,
Bambi and Kim for their help and to the Co-op for providing the oranges.
We did the same for the residents at Solden Hill: sadly, we have been unable to visit them since
March.
All of us at Holy Cross wanted to take ‘our church’ out into the
Community – we hope that we succeeded to at least a small
degree. We took part in the Village Advent window display,
illuminating one of the big windows in the chancel with a simple
but striking silhouette, designed and crafted by Chris Cross, of
two children gazing at the star that announced Jesus’ birth. Lyn,
Jim and Chris Buck did a great job in illuminating and
maintaining it (it was a bit reluctant to stay put!). Our window
was complemented by the King family window across the path.
In the last Byword Pam included the template of an angel: I
expect that you will have seen some in the windows as you
walked around the village. There was a veritable host in
Edward’s Close and some very jolly ones in Clock Meadow!
Jane was not able to send out the travelling cribs that would
have gone from house to house round the village but the Co-op
very kindly hosted one in their window and Brian Haynes crafted us a wonderful crib to set up in
the churchyard. We hope that many of you will have had the opportunity to see it. Once again,
thanks to Lyn, Jim and Chris for illuminating and maintaining it: Brian gave the manger scene a
shiny background which reflected Jim’s lights beautifully across the churchyard. A very big
‘Thank you’ Brian!
Earlier in December all the children who come to Messy Church, to Café Church or to our youth
groups received pebbles with the request to
decorate them as sheep and bring them to the
crib in the churchyard. Had there been a crib
service the children would have brought back
knitted sheep to place at the crib in the church
– they would have got very soggy outside! On
20th December many of the sheep arrived and
the children were able to place them around
the crib and take away a ‘chocolate’ star. By
Christmas Day, thanks to all of you 25 had
gathered!
It certainly has been different!
Let us hope that by the summer we will be
able to gather together safely once more. LP
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Join our mailing list for information
on Share our Shed offers / requests
& more Good Neighbours news
www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com
& sign up on the Newsletter page

We can help with :
Shopping
Collecting prescriptions
Friendship and company
We can get in touch with you regularly, or you can call us on 01327 227000.
If you have a problem or issue, you can turn to us,
and if we can’t help, we’ll find you someone who can.

Covid Vaccines
You will be contacted directly for your vaccinations,
which are taking place at Weedon surgery.
If you need transport, please do say and we can organise it for you.

Thanks to everyone for all your support and help over Christmas. The Christmas
Contact Team kept in touch with those on their own through the holidays. Beautiful
meals were provided by Help for Heroes, topped up by Karen and her team. Presents
and treats were given to the Nice Surprise List and hampers created for the families who
needed a bit of extra help. The carollers and the Advent Windows households brought
seasonal happiness to lots. Several people are still being regularly shopped for, and we
deliver prescriptions and provide trips to the surgery every week.

ByfieldGNS@gmail.com

01327 227000

Follow us on Facebook!!
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Some extra thoughts…
Safeguarding
Ever wondered what 'safeguarding' means? It's nothing new, in reality, but a catch-all term for
what to do if you are worried about someone.
In recent times, there has perhaps been a tendency to think that 'it's not my business' or
'perhaps I'm imagining it' - but being aware of your responsibility to 'safeguard' everyone just
means knowing who to let know if you are worried about something or someone.
You may see unexplained injuries, notice a change in behaviour – perhaps more aggressive or
suddenly very fearful, hear inappropriate speech, or perhaps notice things going missing etc.
Good Neighbours have been trained on what to do in those kind of situations, so rather than
worrying or ignoring it, you can call us in confidence and we will pass it on if necessary.
Remember, it is circumstances that mean someone is vulnerable. Someone unfamiliar with IT
may be vulnerable to a scam, just as much as someone relying on help from another may be
dependent on kindness that may be withheld.
Don’t worry in silence, speak to us in confidence on 01327 227000.

Keeping warm this winter
Did you know that keeping your house lower than 18°C means you are much more likely to get
poorly? Whilst you might not feel particularly cold, all your reserves are going in to keeping you
warm enough, rather than defending you against bugs. If you can't move about too well, even
18* will be too cold. Likewise, saving money by only heating certain spaces causes more
problems by encouraging condensation and damp, also bad for you.
Please do not be cold this winter. If you're concerned about your bills, please ask us -we can
help in several ways, and there is no reason for you to be cold, as well as everything else we're
having to put up with!

ByfieldGNS@gmail.com
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Did you know that?
Interesting facts about the area we live in.

Evacuees
At the beginning of World War 2 a huge logistical exercise took place across Britain to move
young children and some mothers away from urban areas that might be targeted by German
bombs. These families were taken to rural areas where the risk was deemed to be less and of
course Byfield was one of the very many areas chosen. Most of the children came from London
but later more came from Coventry and other places under threat.
The first evacuation began at the outbreak of war on August 31st/ September 1 st 1939 but since
bombing wasn’t initially apparent many families returned to their homes after a few months,
much against government advice.
Further evacuations took place in the summer and
autumn of 1940 following the German invasion of
France and the beginning of the Blitz. So many of
the original families returned again to Byfield.
Children were asked to bring with them … A gas
mask, change of underclothes, night clothes,
plimsolls (or slippers), spare stockings or socks,
toilet items and a warm coat. We don’t know what
happened when their one set of day clothes became
dirty!
Although the children were accompanied by some teachers and marshals it must have been
very bewildering for those who had to leave their mothers behind. Iris Dean (now Walton) ended
up lodging with the Hutt family in Banbury Lane, who were farmers and parents of Ann Codling
and Josephine Milln.
Iris recalls waiting at the station for the train to take them away.
‘I heard one weeping mother say, “We shall never see these children again”, and looking at my
mother’s face I realised she also had heard the remark, but we both pretended we hadn’t.’
Iris was instructed to take with her cheese, cream crackers and barley sugar for the journey. Of
course, the crackers ended up in a mess of bits and she was put off barley sugar for life!
After originally going to Rugby, Iris and another girl were taken to Byfield and a ‘picturesque
farmhouse …. A small child was sitting in a high chair (Josephine) tipping its dinner over its
head and being a rather snobby little school girl at that time, I looked at the scene with disgust
and wondered what sort of household I had come to. It proved to be delightful and the farmer
and his wife (Bob and Ellen Hutt) were kindness itself.’ After a few weeks of helping with the
harvest Iris was moved on to Oundle and despite only having a few hours’ notice Mrs Hutt had
managed to wash and iron all the girls’ clothes for them to take.
Despite her brief stay Iris maintained a life-long friendship with the family, even moving back to
live in Westhorpe Lane for a few years later in life with her son and husband, Bill Walton.
Dolly Buckle (nee Lovell) was in the first wave of evacuees at the age of 4, with an older sister
and Mum, leaving her Dad, brother and another sister behind in London. Dolly remembers
arriving in a green charabanc, which had brought them all the way from Islington. She had a
ticket with her name around her neck and was the proud possessor of a Mickey Mouse gas
mask. At school the children had races to see who could get theirs on the quickest and the
winner would receive the prize of one penny!
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Dolly spent the first night on a P.E. mat on the school floor, along with many of the other
evacuees waiting to be placed with villagers. She and her family were then taken to stay with
Rev. Charlesworth at the Old Rectory for a few days before being settled with Mr. and Mrs.
Rogers in Woodford Rd. where they stayed for some time before being taken to ‘The
Hollies’(opposite War Memorial) with a Mrs Chancery who apparently left tempting cakes on the
table but didn’t allow Dolly to have any!
Dolly’s family eventually joined her and they settled in Byfield where Dolly was to meet and
marry Jim Buckle, who was a Barnardos’ boy. One of the lasting memories Dolly has from first
arriving in Byfield was that they were all taken to the Public Baths in Daventry, presumably to be
washed clean of the London grime! Another is being taken to the fair in Byfield which was down
by the village hall, much of it sited on what is now the bowls green.
The school records show an influx of evacuees at various points of the war, increasing the
school population greatly. In 1940 there were 136 local children and 75 evacuees, incuding a
couple of Russian families who were lodged with the Laurie family at Westhorpe House in Bell
Lane (now home to Tim and Pom Boddington). When you consider that this made 211 in total
and there were not the extra classrooms across the back playground, it must have resulted in
serious overcrowding.
Although some of the evacuees returned to London for a period there was another wave in July
1944. Until these new evacuees were found billets the school was
closed and all the furniture moved into one classroom. The school
was then used as sleeping and dining quarters for large numbers
of mothers and children from London for a few days. Since this
really wasn’t a suitable environment for this amount of people to
live in it is not surprising that the rooms were left in a ‘ dirty and
unsanitary condition’. The school log book records that it took
several days for the Head Master, Caretaker and volunteers to
clean and disinfect the school.
How were the evacuees initially received by the local children?
Dolly remembers they were often treated like ‘lepers’ and had to
stand up for themselves. Tim Hutt recalls that they were ‘ a bit
rough: Cockneys, they looked on us as Swede Bashers …… They
were different to us altogether but we got on with them. I can’t
remember any real hoodlums amongst them.’
The local children were amazed because some of the evacuees treated the brook in the
Brightwell Field like a swimming and paddling pool whereas all the locals went up to Boddington
Pool for their recreation.
Local families were supposed to volunteer to have evacuees billeted with them but in reality
they didn’t appear to have much choice. When you consider that these extra bodies put a strain
on households already struggling with the deprivations of war, you realise the amount of
commitment it took. How many of us would be happy to take in strangers today?
Les Jones recalls that Mrs Humphreys (the billeting officer) had a big house but never seemed
to take any evacuees herself! While the evacuees were all being placed, Les remembers …..
‘In the end there were two youngsters left and I was stood there with my brother and Mr. Judd
called, “Jones, take these two children home with you!” And the funny thing was that the
children’s name was Jones, one was called Tommy. We already had four people in our house
and my big brother Bernard came home at weekends …… But being my mother, she took them
in.’
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Byfield clearly held more attraction than London’s East End for many of the evacuee families,
who eventually settled in the village and became as local as many who had lived here all their
lives. Sadly, a number have now moved on or passed away, but notable families included the
Hennings, Pollards, Buckles, Silvia Lowe, Jessie Jones and the Mackenzies (Norman, John and
Carol) who stayed in the Doll’s House next to Judd’s Garage. Many of the second and third
generation of these families are still living locally.
When you consider that the Second World War started over 80 years ago, it is amazing the
impact evacuees had on our little village in terms of the lasting population and memories left
behind. So it must be in hundreds of other little villages like ours throughout Britain. They, like
us, have probably grown quite fond of their evacuee families and have absorbed them
seamlessly into our rural scene so they have become true locals who have contributed just as
much as anyone else to their communities.
C.C.
THANKS to the following for information:
Iris Walton (nee Dean) and Ann Codling, Dolly Buckle and Margaret Henning. Tim Hutt and Les
Jones (in ‘Bygone Byfield’ by Barry Thompson and Pam Hicks), ‘Discovering Byfield’ by John
Russell, ‘Education in Byfield’ by Pam Hicks, The Imperial War Museum website.

BYFIELD TENNIS CLUB
Classes are subject to the covid restrictions at the time.

The tennis club is offering a FREE 5-week
introduction to tennis course for children
in Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 who have not
previously attended a course at the club.
DATES
FRIDAYS: 23/4 – 21/5 (4.00pm – 4.40pm)
The course will be run by an LTA Qualified
Licensed Coach.
To book a place(s) please email your child’s
name & DOB and your name & mobile
contact number to:
PWHCowley@hotmail.com
The club will supply rackets for the
sessions.

The tennis club is offering a five week
‘Rusty Rackets’ course at the club for a
cost of £35.
DATES
FRIDAYS: 23/4 – 21/5 (8.30pm –
9.30pm)
The course will be run by an LTA
Qualified Licensed Coach.
To book a place(s) please email your
name & mobile contact number to:
PWHCowley@hotmail.com
The club can supply rackets for the
sessions if required.
Further information from:
Suzette.waterhouse@gmail.com or
077730921

Further information from:
Suzette.waterhouse@gmail.com or
077730921
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Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service
T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316
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Bereavements

Christina Howkins-Griffiths

We offer our condolences to the family
and friends of:

Children and Young People’s Counsellor

George McCoy
Tom Upfield
Norman McKenzie
Mary Elkington
Neil Bowell

BEd, PG Dip CCYP, MBACP

Counselling sessions available in Byfield and
Banbury for Children and Young People from 5
to 25 years.
“Exploring life’s challenges with kindness and
compassion.”
07743 418099
Facebook: Christina HG Counselling
Christinahgcounselling.co.uk

I wish I had been born 200 years ago.
Why is that?
Because there wouldn’t have been so much
history to learn at school!
Doctor doctor. I’ve got my foot caught in a
colander.
Sounds like a strained ankle!
What do you call a horse that sunbathes
behind a venetian blind?
A zebra!

The deadline for the next Byword
(April/May) will be Sunday 7th
March.
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Public worship
In light of the Government guidance around reducing non-essential contact between
households, and following further reflection with our Bishop and others, the Benefice Council
has now made the decision to suspend the use of our church buildings in the benefice for
gathered public worship until further notice.
Public worship will continue through online forums: at present, this is focussed on a Zoomhosted online gathering each Sunday evening at 6.00pm. All are welcome to join this worship,
and you should email either myself or our Licensed Lay Minister, Lesley Palmer (on
lep23a@gmail.com) to indicate your wish to receive invitations to our gatherings, via an emailed
weblink.
Additionally:
- ‘Hard copies’ of written texts will be delivered to those who cannot access the internet
(including all those who, at present, have a pew sheet delivered to their home).
-

If you, or someone you know, would like a pew sheet or written material but don't at
present receive one, please contact either Lesley on 07941328535, or a churchwarden.

-

We will continue to email out resources for young families each weekend, following the
lectionary readings: if you know of any families who might like these please contact
Lesley by email or text.

-

In time, we aim to broaden our online presence as a church in the community, hoping
soon to launch a Facebook Page, and/or Twitter Feed, and/or a YouTube Channel.
Please anticipate further updates.

Our parish church buildings will be open for use in private prayer.
Holy Cross Church is open on Wednesdays and Sundays from 10am to 4pm.
When you come to pray in the church, do please ensure you follow all signage directing you
to restrain yourself from the touching of surfaces, and to perform disinfection before you
depart the building.
Marriages and Baptisms are suspended; Funerals will continue but with some different
arrangements being put in place.
Revd. Paul Trathen
We have been pleased to welcome Revd.
Paul, his wife Carole and son Callum to
Byfield.

Food Banks
The food banks continue to be grateful for
your continuing generosity.
The collection boxes are at 23 Banbury
Rd and the Rectory (boxes available
anytime).
Thank you.

He had taken one service in Holy Cross and
it was then decided to close the churches for
public worship. As you can see from the
above, he is leading Zoom services and
funerals at present.
Look out for the interview with Revd. Paul in
the next Byword.

Lesley Palmer 01327 264374
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