The Byword
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Byfield
December/January 2021

We wish all our readers a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year

Magazine and Parish Information
A magazine published by Holy Cross Church, Byfield, for all the residents in the village. The magazines
are issued in February, April, June, August, October and December. Contributions are always welcome:
copy to the Editor by the first Sunday of the preceding month, please.
Editor:
Advertising:
Distribution:

Miss Pam Hicks (pamhicks@uwclub.net)
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261596
Tel: 261596

Parish Church of Holy Cross:
Rector
Lay Reader
Mrs Lesley Palmer
Churchwardens:
Mrs Chris Cross, 28 Bell Lane
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 264374
Tel: 260764
Tel: 261596

Hon. Treasurer:
Deputy Treasurer:

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261725

Miss Pam Hicks, 1 Edwards Close
Mrs Diana Charters

Baptisms, Banns, Marriages, Funerals: Contact a churchwarden as above
Choir Practice:
Organist:
Choir Mistress:

Wednesdays at 7.00pm.

Bell ringing Practice:
Tower Captain:

Fridays at 7.30pm but suspended at present due to Covid-19
Mr James Grennan
Tel: 261596

Mrs Alison Buck (alisonbuck1@hotmail.co.uk)

Tel: 260977

Methodist Church:
Minister:

Revd. Lin Francis (bancir@outlook.com)

Tel: 01295 262602

R.C. Church of the Sacred Heart, Main Street, Aston le Walls:
Parish Priest:

Father John Conroy, The Presbytery, Aston le Walls

Stagecoach (Banbury)
TRANSCO Gas
Anglian Water
Thames Water (sewers)
Environment Agency Floodline
Powergen (general)
(emergencies)
E.ON
Western Power
Samaritans – free national
Samaritans – Banbury

Useful Telephone Numbers
Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
Rural Wheels
01327 263627/260878
Byfield School
01327 260349
Byfield Nursery
01327 264230
Daventry District Council
01327 871100
Or www.daventrydc.gov.uk/

Daventry Library
Police (non-emergency)
Fire Headquarters
Ambulance Headquarters
Horton Hospital
N’pton Gen Hospital
Danetre Hospital
Rugby Hospital

Tel: 01295 660592

0300 1261000
03000 111222
01604 797000
01604 230555
01295 275500
01604 634700
01327 708800
01788 572831

01865 772250
0800 111 999
0800 771 881
0845 9200 800
0845 9881188
08455 191523
0800 056 8090
0904 545 0286
0800 6783 105
116123
01295 270000

To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

Join our mailing list for information
on Share our Shed offers / requests
& more Good Neighbours news
www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com
& sign up on the Newsletter page

We can help with :
Shopping
Collecting prescriptions
Friendship and company
We can get in touch with you regularly, or you can call us on 01327 227000.
If you have a problem or issue, you can turn to us, and if we can’t help, we’ll find you
someone who can.

Do you have back-up support plans in case another emergency situation arises?
Good Neighbours can hold your emergency contact details, be a point of contact for your family
members, even hold a spare key for you! Why not get in touch now and let’s get you set up.

As the season changes, don’t forget that the Good Neighbours
are available to help with tasks around the home, such as
….putting away the garden furniture, bringing the bins in when
it’s icy… what could we help you with?
We’re pleased to be recognised as a ‘Northamptonshire
Community Champion’ during Covid – thank-you to everyone who
looked after someone else in our time of need –
this award is for you!

ByfieldGNS@gmail.com

01327 227000

Follow us on Facebook!!
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Byfield and District Branch of the Royal British Legion (RBL)
You will know by now that the dreaded pandemic that is so blighting the
world this year has put-paid to our annual Quiz; we had to cancel our
Byfield Village Hall booking for 27th November. As there’s no end to that
in sight, we haven’t yet been able to re-schedule BUT watch this space…
Remembrancetide (the Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Day), as the RBL calls that time
every year, took a hit too BUT people did Remember and we were particularly pleased with our
School children, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts in that regard. Paying strict attention to the "Covid
rules", David, Byfield School's Head Teacher called a lonely
Role of Honour and in tribute to their sacrifice, two of his
youngsters, representing their school, carefully placed a
cross, one for each of Byfield's fallen in two world wars.
I know it wasn't what we hoped for as a ceremony but they
have kept-up the tradition and "did their bit"; we can't ask for
more.
In a separate tiny gathering, our Cubs, with Helen, the
District's Group Scout Leader, laid the first wreath of this
year's Remembrancetide against Byfield's War Memorial. In
separate ceremonies, on Byfield's Brightwell recreation
ground outside their Scout hut, Byfield's Beaver Lodge and then our Scout Troop conducted
their own Remembrance Ceremonies with Wendy and Rob, the Beaver Leaders, and Skip Sal,
Byfield's Scout leader in attendance. Those ceremonious included sounding The Last Post and
laying a wreath against their own flagpole, where the Union Flag had been raised. And,
although keeping to Continental time, both Beavers' and Scouts' wreaths were later transferred
to Byfield's War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday, 8th November 2020.
At 1100 hours GMT on that same day a few just happened to be on their permitted daily
exercise regime and passed-by our War Memorial, where they paused and heard the Roll of
Honour called again. Bishop Ed then said prayers and all in the vicinity (and elsewhere in their
home doorways around the village) observed the two-minute silence. We are grateful to
everyone who Remembered, and supported us in all this, however their own particular tribute
was conducted.
On the subject of support, our Members, and others were asked for donations for the Poppy
Appeal, mainly by telephone. Many showed their feelings by putting poppies in their windows.
There was no face to face collection this year but collection boxes were about, and hopefully
packed to the brim with coin, and maybe notes. Don’t forget, you can donate to the Appeal
throughout the year, you’ll find boxes for that here and there, or anytime on-line of course.
From previous editions of this magazine you all know what we’ve been up to so far this year.
So, what of the future? There are more changes afoot and new blood is taking-over various
tasks needed to keep our Branch fresh and up-to-date. As soon as we can we’ll restart our
meetings, lunches and events. In the mean-time we’ll carry on our work of supporting as best
we can, our armed forces personnel, especially those who have left the services and find they
are in need.
Don’t forget, when our Branch meetings resume, ALL ARE WELCOME (for £1 per head). When
we can get them, we have some really interesting speakers. To give you a flavour, our Web site
will tell you all about those “who have spoken”. Or, why not attend one of our monthly pub
lunches? Just pay your own way and we’d be delighted to see you. Please check our Web
site’s “Notices” page for the time and place, search for Byfield Legion on-line. They are “good
do’s” too!
We ARE on the ‘phone. Just dial 01327 260590 OR 261778 (the latter after hours) for a chat.
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Byfield Medical Practice News (& Views)
DNA means, to many, evidence of the genes in your body passed on by
your parents.
DNA to medical practices means DID NOT ATTEND and is the bane of our
lives. Not only is it lacking courtesy by not cancelling, but it is also causing
others to miss vital Flu Jabs because of a lack of availability of
appointments. Recently, in one afternoon alone, 14 people who had
booked a Flu Jab at Priors Marston failed to show, such people have DNA against their name.
Please, if you cannot attend an appointment, do others a favour and pick up the phone to
cancel or postpone.
All the feedback we have received suggests a high level of satisfaction with the way we have
handled the recent lock down, and as you read this, we’ll be learning our Christmas fate.
We will be closed on Friday 25th December 2020 and Friday 1st January 2021 and our opening
times will remain the same for the rest of December and January.
The practice will continue, during the current lockdown to operate as normal, with the practice
being open for medication collections, doctors will triage patients over the phone and call in
anyone that needs to be seen. Nurse/phlebotomy appointments continue as normal.
We have recently had to say goodbye to several key members of staff:
Dr Catherine Blackman
Paula Pengelly, Nurse Practitioner
Charlotte Pickwick, Practice Nurse
We offer all good wishes and sincere thanks for their contribution over the last years.
Joining us by the time you read this, are the following new members of staff
Dr Alison Colville has already joined us and works, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
morning.
Gaby Sangha, Advanced Nurse Practitioner
Holly Gardner, Practice Nurse,
Over the last three months we have carried out 1745 Flu vaccinations.
Those over 65, 1045 numbers out of a total eligible 1649 and those under
65, 700 patients out of a total eligible of 1461
More stocks have been ordered from central stock with 500 over 65
vaccines just arriving and 500 under 65 due at the end of November (there
will be a shortfall if everyone eligible wants the vaccine).
There are still 68 aged 2- & 3-year olds that have not been booked for their vaccination despite
the practice chasing parents.
1461 patients are in the category 50-64 which the government says will be able to be
vaccinated this year. These vaccinations will not happen before the beginning of December
and are subject to the government obtaining enough vaccines.
The Patient Participation Group has praised the organization of the mass vaccinations we
carried out.
Do you know you can help the efficiency of the practice by going online and making bookings
and repeat prescriptions without having to call the surgery? Start by speaking to a member of
staff about this facility when next you phone or call in to the surgery.
Finally, if you have any concerns about the organization or running of the practice you should in
the first instance call Tracey Rymer, the Practice Manager
We wish you a happy, safe and carefree holiday season
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Did you know that?
Interesting facts about the area we live in.

What a load of rubbish!
As you put out your bins on a Monday what are your thoughts? Do you grumble at
having to separate everything into waste, recycling, food and garden? Is it an
inconvenience to have to remember to put out the bins at all?
In actual fact we should be very grateful that we have such a service. Daventry
was one of the fore runners of good recycling practices which many other councils are just only
now adopting. Instead of grumbling we ought to look back at how rubbish was disposed of in
this village and many others in the past 100 years. Certainly, there wasn’t the amount of waste
that we have today and much more responsibility lay with the individual.
In the thirties Byfield’s main rubbish tip was at the bottom of Boddington Rd, opposite Anne and
Colin Linsey’s house, with the entrance where Bernie Wheeler lives today. A private contract
was held by a local farmer for £26 per fortnightly collection and Dick Haynes (Brian Haynes’
dad) drove the horse and farm cart to pick it up from households and take it to the tip. The
trouble was that it was meant to consist mainly of ashes from domestic fires, crockery and cans
as the rest was supposed to be burnt either in the perpetual bonfire in the garden or on the
house fire. However, inevitably some people took advantage of the service to pop in other kinds
of rubbish like paper, weeds, grass cuttings and feathers (from plucking hens). This led Dick to
write a series of verses of protestation on the sides of the cart, such as ……
‘ Burn your blinking weeds and paper,
Do you think I do this for a caper?
Don’t you think it’s a dirty trick
Trying to bust old dustman Dick?’
And
‘All good people that do dwell
In this village we love so well
Please read this and inwardly learn
That weeds and paper you must burn.’
I am sure that these rhymes had a better effect than many of the officious instructions we get
today!
A few years later the Council took over the collection of ashes etc. in a lorry, which was then
taken to Pit Lane (now known as Muddy Lane). The original name came from the fact that there
were stone and gravel pits there and it is mentioned in Enclosure times. It was also known
locally as Tip Lane or Barn Ground. Once again, the rubbish situation was taken advantage of
by the locals who used to indulge in a certain amount of fly tipping. However, this was to the
delight of village children who used to scavenge for various cast-off wheels etc. to use in their
home-built carts. It was also to the delight of the local rat population who made it their home.
Occasionally fires would break out up the lane which were caused either by embers still existing
in the ashes or by sparks flying from passing trains igniting the track side vegetation. More than
once did the local fire brigade have to turn out to extinguish the flames.
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We live in a throwaway society, hence the number of bins we have now. But in the
lifetime of many of our older residents things were very different. Garden and
household rubbish was burnt and the amount of packaging to dispose of was
virtually non-existent. Items such as sweets came in paper bags, vegetables were
weighed and emptied directly into your shopping bag and bread and meat were
delivered direct to your door or bought at the village bakery or butchers. Milk was
obtained in small pails from the farm or later delivered in bottles to be reused.
Who remembers getting money back on the lemonade bottles? Of course, in
those days there were no supermarkets or Amazon!
Food scraps (if there were any) were fed to the dog, pig or chickens. But then you
ate what was on your plate and were grateful for it so not much was wasted!
Old jumpers were unravelled for wool to be re-knitted and many clothes were taken to the
Jumble Sale or cut up to make into rag rugs or cleaning rags. Nowadays a hole in a sock means
it ends up in a bin, but back then every house had a darning mushroom and they were duly
repaired.
Most houses had a toilet in a shed at the top of the garden …. a rudimentary
effort placed over a bucket or hole in the ground. When full the waste would
either be forked over the garden (making for fertile soil) or buried. Newspapers
and periodicals could be cut up and used for toilet paper so didn’t need to go into
a recycling bin!
Our modern society has become used to having water on tap, flushing toilets and rubbish that
magically disappears on a Monday! Perhaps, with the amount of landfill rubbish we produce we
ought to look back to simpler times when it was ‘waste not, want not’ and every individual was
responsible for reducing his/her own effect on this planet. It is a lesson we could learn from.
C.C.
With thanks to the following publications:
‘Discovering Byfield’ by John Russell.
‘Bygone Byfield’, collated by Pam Hicks and Barry Thompson.
‘Living in the Country’ by Dennis Judd.

What happened to the man who stole an advent
calendar?
He got 24 days.

Holy Cross Church 200 Club
The 200 Club has been running for about 15
years and in that time has raised funds for
much work in the church building. We have
had our heating system for over 11 years and
have just had to replace the two gas boilers.

Why was Cinderella such a poor football player?
Because she kept running away from the ball!
A mummy covered in chocolate and nuts has been
discovered in Egypt.
Archaeologists believe it may be Pharaoh Rocher.

If you want to take part in the 200 Club and
so have a chance of winning £50 or £25, then
you can join at any time of the year. The draw
of numbers is usually held on the 3rd Sunday
of the month

What do you drain Christmas dinner brussel sprouts
with?
An advent colander!

If you would like to join you can get details
from Chris Cross 260764
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What's the most popular wine at Christmas?
‘Do I have to eat my Brussel sprouts?’

Charities Application
Need a contribution towards an unexpected financial need for your self
or a group?
Then you fill in the form below and give it to one of the Trustees listed. It
would help if you can give a copy of a receipt or quote. We try to help by
giving at least some of the money you are asking for and it comes in
cheque form.
The next meeting of the Trustees is in December so applications need to
be in by 10th December.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Application Form for Funding
Do you wish to apply for funding for yourself?
Name ------------------------------------------Address------------------------------------------------------ Phone-----------------------Someone else?
Name ------------------------------------------Address-----------------------------------------------------A Byfield organization?
Name of group--------------------------------------Applicant------------------------------------------------------ Phone-----------------------What is the funding for?

Signature-------------------------- (Give or post to a trustee listed below)

Byfield Combined Charities Trustees:
Michael Buckley, 4 Farebrother Close… Chris Cross (Chairman), 28 Bell Lane…
Christl Davis, 20 Westhorpe Lane… Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle…
Pam Hicks (Treasurer), 1 Edwards Close…Rosemary Johnson (Secretary), The
Corner House, 34 Bell Lane…Angela Weller, 18 Church Street
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Ride and Stride 2020
Congratulations to William Smith and Rupert Saunders who
both took part in this year’s Ride and Stride.
Here you can see William as he was setting out and he
managed to visit a grand total of 26 churches which
entailed cycling for 48 miles.
The pictures below show the churches he visited and his
route.
William and Rupert managed to raise £439 between them
which was sent to Northamptonshire Historic Churches
Trust. Half of this money has been returned to Holy Cross
Church and the other half is used for paying grants to
churches in the county when they are having work done on
the building. Byfield has received several grants from
NHCT over the years as we have upgraded our church.
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In Memory of Eric Bates
Many people in Byfield will have been saddened to hear the news that Eric Bates died on the
25th October. He had been a loyal and faithful organist at Holy Cross for many, many years.
Eric was the chief organist at Byfield Church, although he did occasionally
play for services at the other churches in the Benefice of Fiveways. Some
of you would have been more familiar with his back than his front as he
sat on his hard, narrow bench faithfully providing music for Sunday
services, weddings and funerals. Particularly impressive had been his
solo pieces as he really let rip at the end of services.
Eric was born in Claydon on 12th. February 1931 and had lived there
happily all his life, although not in the same house. He attended Claydon
Village Primary School and later Banbury Grammar School. His working
life was spent as a Post Office engineer, but he actually trained to do
book illustration at Banbury Art College for 2 years and then Oxford Art
College for another 2 years. He was taught to play first the piano and then
the organ by Arthur Mold of Claydon and started his playing career at Cropredy Church at the
tender age of 14 years.
Eric’s association with Byfield started in 1949 when he first played the organ here at the age of
18. That makes 65 years since he first began, although he had a break when he was at college.
That means a lot of miles travelled up and down the lane from Claydon in all weathers and a lot
of wear on his fingers to play the keys and on his rather battered ‘organ shoes’ for the pedals. But
that is not all, as he had many years as choirmaster as well.
Eric was a man of many talents, although not one to brag about them. His early works of art show
a wonderful expertise and attention to detail and it is a pity he had not kept this skill going. He
had written numerous articles on local history for both ‘The Four Shires’ and Claydon publications.
He was also responsible for the beautiful calligraphy listing the Rectors up to Andrew Freer, which
you can see hanging in the church.
Another of Eric’s interests was railways, and particularly model railways.
Eric and his wife June were both bell ringers and their names were inscribed on the treble bell
up in the tower in 1991.
On Sunday 16th September 2018 Eric Bates retired as Organist of Holy Cross Church
Byfield...Eric played at occasional services on completion of his National Service until 1965
when he took the regular position of Organist and
Choirmaster. He took the Choir regularly to the
Diocesan Choral Festivals in Peterborough
Cathedral and other choir outings as ‘mystery trips’
over the years.
Pictured here is Eric sitting with the choir having
been presented with an engraved clock and we
were able to thank him for his many years of
service to the church.
One member of the choir told me, “I would only say
that we have been hugely fortunate to have had his
experience and expertise to guide us.
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His knowledge of the Anglican services was phenomenal, and we learned from him with great
pleasure.
Add to that his lovely sense of humour and utter dedication, and the picture of the
perfect church organist is complete.
He is irreplaceable, and we loved him.”
MG
Another said, “My first memory of Eric was when as a ‘hanger on’ I joined the choir outing and
mystery tour many years ago when Eric showed his ingenuity and planning abilities and kept a
bus load of differing age groups happy for hours.
In later years I joined the choir and was impressed not just by Eric’s musical ability on the organ
but by his wealth of knowledge of church music generally which we benefited from on a twice
weekly basis.
But I was to learn that there was much more to Eric than this when I did his Face to Face
interview for The Byword. I was privileged to look at some of his detailed and talented art-work
from when he was younger and attending art college. It seemed such a pity that he had let this
talent lapse, but he had of course more than made up for it with his gift of music shared with the
church community.
Later, I read articles Eric had written for The Four Shires magazine based in Banbury. This
revealed yet another side to Eric ….. one that was confident with the written word, interested in
recent history and using a sense of humour you did not always suspect he had.
In the last throes of his musical career Eric became impatient with himself for not always playing
the right notes and occasionally forgetting things. But we could still see the glory that had been
and still was when he let rip with a magnificent organ solo at the end of a service. All we could
do was stand there open mouthed and give him a round of well-deserved applause. What a
talent! What a man!
R.I.P. Eric.”
CC

This photo was taken in the 1970s on one of Eric’s notorious mystery tours. The Rector at that
time, Andrew Bowden is on the left and Eric is 4th from the left.
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Christmas Traditions
Mince Pies

Christmas Cards

Mince pies were originally filled with meat,
such as beef or lamb rather than the dried
fruits and spices as they are today.
They were made in an oval shape to
represent the manger that Jesus slept in as
a baby with the top resembling the
swaddling clothes and sometimes they had
a ‘pastry baby Jesus’ on the top.

The traditional Christmas card reads
"wishing you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year", much like that of the first
commercial card which was produced by Sir
Henry Cole in London in 1843.

A custom from the middle ages says that if
you eat a mince pie every day from
Christmas Day until Twelfth Night you will
have happiness for the next 12 months!
Christmas Presents
For many centuries, gift-giving took place
on December 6th which is Saint Nicholas
Day.

The design shows three generations of the
Cole family raising a toast in a central,
hand-coloured panel surrounded by a
decorative trellis and black and white
scenes depicting acts of giving; the twofold
message was of celebration and charity.
This tradition continues as many of us buy
cards to support our favourite charities.

Nowadays Christmas gifts are more usually
exchanged on Christmas Day itself although
the Royal Family give their gifts on
Christmas Eve.
The practice of giving gifts during
Christmastide, according to Christian
tradition, is symbolic of the presentation of
the gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh, by
the Three Wise Men to the infant Jesus.

Weddings and Baptisms
There was a time when weddings and
baptisms frequently took place on
Christmas Day.
However, couples who chose to opt for a
Christmas Day wedding would have rarely
done so out of a desire to capture a sense
of seasonal romance. Christmas Day
weddings usually occurred out of necessity
as Christmas and Boxing Day were often
the only days of the year that young
working-class couples were guaranteed to
get off work.
In some places there was no charge for a
wedding or baptism on Christmas Day
which also encouraged couples to have a
service on that day.
In Byfield there was a Christmas Day
wedding in 1744 and also one in 1753.
Baptisms were very frequent with 28 taking
place between 1787 and 1881.

Christmas Trees
The use of evergreen trees, wreaths, and
garlands to symbolize eternal life was a
custom of the ancient Egyptians, Chinese,
and Hebrews. Tree worship was common
among the pagan Europeans and survived
their conversion to Christianity in the
Scandinavian customs of decorating the
house and barn with evergreens at the New
Year to scare away the Devil and of setting
up a tree for the birds during Christmastime.
In England the Christmas tree was
popularized in the mid-19th century by
German-born Prince Albert, husband
of Queen Victoria.
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfield-pc.gov.uk and Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil) where all agendas, minutes and useful documents can be seen The
Parish Council normally meets on the second Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the
village hall starting at 1930 hrs. Members of the press and public are always welcome to attend.
However, the village hall is closed and government restrictions mean we cannot meet in public
so instead meet by ZOOM. We will continue to do so until the Government lifts restricts on
gatherings and social distancing and the VH is able to open. It is still possible to join these
meetings by contacting Councillor Mike Taylor michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk .
Byword Submission November/December 2020
Chairman’s Report
The Parish Council has made several attempts to find someone to take on the volunteering role
of Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator. No one has come forward and so the scheme will become
less impactive in the village.
Life goes on in Byfield as we adapt to new ways and ever changing rules. Many will have noticed
the major works starting at Flora Innes House opposite the pub and also the increased level of
activity by HS2 contractors around the area. These are still primarily enabling works e.g. the
Chipping Warden bypass and at the junction by Hill Farm just outside Boddington. Much of the
Glyn Davies Wood Nature Reserve has now been fenced off and this ancient woodland will soon
be gone. The contractors remain keen to engage with communities and everyone is encouraged
to comment to them either via Cllr Crowshaw or direct.
The Parish Council will continue to do all it can to help and keep Byfield a special and happy place
to live.
This Christmas and New Year will be different for many of us, but hopefully we will all find a way
of celebrating with our families and friends, the Parish Council wishes everyone a very merry
Christmas and a peaceful, happy 2021.

A Greener Byfield
Some Councillors attended an online webinar to learn about how Parish Councils can help tackle
climate change and we’re keen to introduce innovative schemes to Byfield. We are looking
forward to working with Byfield School eco-club to help run some exciting and informative projects
around reducing the carbon footprint for the village and helping the environment.
We welcome and encourage any ideas and help from any parishioners wishing to be part of this
initiative. Please contact michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk for more information.

Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on graves
and that plot edging is not permitted
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War Memorial Flower Bed
Would any individual or group of villagers or organisation be interested in taking over responsibility
for the round flower bed on the corner of the War Memorial Garden? Please contact John Gillic
for an informal conversation j.gillicbpc@icloud.com .
HS2 Grants
Several local groups have now benefited from grants and we expect there to be publicity around
these in due course. Their success shows that Byfield is a prime candidate for this type of funding
and we would encourage local groups, events, clubs and organsiations to apply. Don’t be shy,
we will endure much during the construction, so a grant makes some small recompense for the
inconvenience.
Communications and Social Media
Facebook:
As ever, our thanks to everyone who follows @byfieldparishcouncil and for your comments and
feedback. As well as the routine updates on Highways and Planning our Facebook page
continues to grow as a key channel of communication from Parishioners who wish to raise a
concern or ask a question, and we encourage this wholeheartedly
Website:
The News section of our website carries all the latest updates
and links to associated documents (for Agendas, Minutes,
Payments as well as the many diversion routes for recent
roadworks for example) as well as links to District or County
webpages (for grant applications and such like).
A map showing all the village planning applications continues
to be a useful reference point for all that’s going on in the
village in this regard, with useful links to Daventry District
Council webpages for related documents.
Lights and Utilities
We continue to introduce LED lighting across the village, Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any
faulty light email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Environment
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
Brightwell Recreation Ground
The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud of this area and
continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone.
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Footpaths
The Parish Council has no powers or direct responsibilities over footpaths but aims to monitor the
local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have responsibility for
things like gates and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk.
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code, pick up
after your dog, leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.
Pocket Park and New Wood
The Pocket Park has flourished and hopefully been a safe place for villagers to walk and
experience nature over the summer.
The Parish Council is now employing a contractor to do regular clearing and some gardening
work around the village. We hope this will neaten up some of the areas closer to the middle of the
village.
The Working Party will start again when it is safe to do so.
Allotments
Councillor Lindsay Clark continues to maintain and manage the area and we now
follow a policy of sub dividing the bigger plots into more manageable sized areas.
If you are interested in renting an allotment please contact the clerk
clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.
HS2
Cllr Crowshaw continues to act as our liaison with HS2 contractors and arranges for regular news
about road closures and other developments to be posted on our website and Facebook page
Villagers can of course also find much more information on HS2’s own website HS2 website. If
you have a question about HS2 or their works, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081
434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.
Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15th January
DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•
•

Farols site – reserved planning details for 7 houses
Bell Lane - Listed Building Consent for like-for-like replacement of timber trellis on porch
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•

Fessey Road - Two storey side extension and formation of vehicular access with off road
parking
• Boddington Road - Conversion of existing stable building to a holiday let (part
retrospective).
If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.
John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com

Councillors
Name

Address

Phone

Email

Responsibilities

John Gillic

28 Banbury
Lane

01327
262917

j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council Chairman
Burial Ground
Closed Churchyard
Village Hall Trustee
Planning

Sally
Boddington

31 Bell Lane

01327
263745

pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Michael
Buckley
Lindsay
Clark
Santon
Crowshaw
Christl
Davis

4 Farebrother
Close
39 Lovett
Road
High Street

01327
262628
-

michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park
Allotments
Environment
Risk Assessment
Charities Trustee
Rights of Way

-

20 Westhorpe
Lane

01327
261504

santon.crowshaw@byfieldpc.gov.uk
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Barbara
Ridyard

The Old
Chapel, The
Green
19 The
Twistle
Church Street

01327
612482

barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Council Property
Street Lights
Charities Trustee
Playground

01327
262177
-

simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

General maintenance

michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

The Hall,
Manor Road,
Staverton
NN11
Leadership
Support,
NCC, County
Hall,
Northampton,
NN1 1AT

01327
700198

RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

Communications
BRG
District Councillor

01604
367813

rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk County Councillor

Simon
Shepherd
Mike
Taylor
Rupert
Frost

Robin
Brown

lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com
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Highways

What have the young church families been up to this autumn?
We have had the culmination of the sunflower challenge!
The seeds went out in the Ascension Day bags and have been planted and
tended over the summer: now they have been measured and the seeds
harvested. In the photos you will see Oscar and Theodore planting,
followed by pictures of Theo and Freya’s young plants,
then Millie with her flowers in August. The tallest recorded were Deanna’s
at 173cm, Alistair’s at 180cm and topping the lot, at an amazing Jack and the
Beanstalk height, was Otis and Ru’s at 255cm!
Catherine and David must have had the biggest flower head from which they
harvested the seed, keeping half for themselves and giving half to the birds!
Well done all of you.

Millies’s sunflower
Catherine and David
harvesting seeds

Theodore & Oscar
ready to plant

Alistair’s sunflower

Deanna’s sunflower

Otis and Ru

At the beginning of half term 35 activity bags were delivered to young church families across the
Benefice. The theme was Light, the first thing that God created, light split by raindrops to make
a rainbow for Noah and the pillar of fire with which God protected the Children of Israel as they
fled from Egypt, to provide an alternative to the rather dark, spooky side of Hallow’een.
Resources and instructions were included to make a Lighthouse (there are photos of Deanna’s
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and Polly and Eddie’s), a sunshine tambourine, a sparkly spiral to hang and a daffodil bulb to
plant to bring a bit of light into our lives in the New Year! A small glass crystal to hang in a jar to
reflect and split light rays, a ‘stained glass’ window to make, a glow stick and a suggestion to
go out on a clear night and do some stargazing were also included.

Deanna’s lighthouse

Polly and Eddy with their
lighthouse

Deanna planting bulbs

Christmas in Byfield!
In the lead up to Christmas….a HOST of angels
Each bag had templates for hanging and standing angels which we hope will be decorated and
hung or stood in everyone’s windows during December. We would like as many people as
possible to put an angel in their windows: you might like to draw your own, there are plenty
of templates on the web, you might have a Christmas angel that you put on the tree, you might
like to make one, you may have a china one or we have a pattern to knit one. It would be lovely
to see them as we walk around the village.
If you would like the knitting pattern please contact Lesley on 264374 or Pam on 261257.
It is very sad that we will not be able to hold our usual crib service on Christmas Eve:
even if we are allowed back into church for services there would be just too many people
packed into church.
But in the churchyard from Sunday, 20 December until Christmas Day some familiar
figures that our wonderful craftsman, Brian, has created, will join our Donkey that some
of you have already met. During December large pebbles will be given to our families on
which to paint a sheep. We would very much like people to come to the churchyard between
2 and 4pm on 20th to place their ‘sheep’ pebbles around the figures and collect a Christmas
star!
If there are any children who have not made a Christingle at school and would like to do so,
they can then collect a Christingle bag with all the necessary bits to make their own Christingle
at home.
If you don’t usually have a Messy Church bag but would like a pebble to paint, please contact
Lesley – see below.
If you are unable to make the Sunday afternoon then please leave your pebble later in the
week: if you would like a Christingle bag, again contact Lesley – phone no. above or text 07941
328535.
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A Christmas Angel
You can use this template, or find another one, and it will be wonderful to see
them in windows around the village to remind us of the meaning of Christmas
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Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service
T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316
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Byfield Tennis Club

Bereavements

For details of Club membership and tennis
activities contact Sue Waterhouse
07773092180
Advance notice of Spring coaching by LTA
qualified coaches is given below - if you are
interested contact Peter Cowley 07539 244155
for more details:
Rusty Racquets for Beginner and novice Adults
- 5 Sessions from 8.30-9.30pm on Fridays in
April/May
5 Free taster sessions for infant aged school
children on Fridays in April/May
Monday morning children’s coaching Sessions
over February half term
.

We offer our condolences to the family and
friends of:
Eric Bates

Byword Deliverers Wanted
Unfortunately, some of our deliverers have
had to give up their routes around the
village. Are there any other volunteers to
take on this job? It is only 6 times a year.
If so, please contact Lyn Grennan on
261596
Thank you

Bishop Ed’s Sponsored Cycle Ride
Every year I try to join the 100 mile cycle ride around the 2012 Olympic Route
south of London. This year I was sponsored for Christian Aid. Of course,
inevitably, this huge event, with more than 20,000 cyclists, was cancelled
because of Covid 19.
Undaunted, I decided that I would still cycle the 100 miles, mapping out a course
around here. So one Saturday morning I set off, together with our youngest son, Jerome. We
did a series of loops around Byfield, taking in a number of local villages. You only realise how
many hills there are in a place when you get on your bike and have to climb them all.
We changed bikes a number of times, and I finished with Jerome's wife on the back of the
tandem. It was a great day. Thanks to the generosity of many local people it raised almost
£1500 much needed funds for Christian Aid, which like many charities, has suffered badly this
year. Let's hope that next year everything is back to normal and that the event takes place once
more.
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Diary for the Fiveways Benefice of
Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford Halse
for December and January 2021
As we go to press there is a limit of 30 people attending services and masks must be worn and social
distancing is in operation.
Services are subject to change as Covid-19 announcements are made.

DECEMBER

JANUARY

Sunday 6th December
9.30am Morning Worship at Boddington
9.30am Parish Communion at Eydon
11am Parish Communion at Byfield

Sunday 3rd January
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
9.30am Morning Worship at Eydon
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
6pm Evening Prayer at Aston le Walls

Sunday 13th December
9.30am Morning Worship at Eydon
10am Parish Communion at Woodford
Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
6pm Evening Prayer at Aston le Walls

Sunday 10th January
9.30am Morning Worship at Eydon
11am Parish Communion at Byfield
Sunday 17th January
8.30am BCP Communion at Aston le
Walls
9.30am Morning Worship at Boddington
10am Parish Communion at Woodford
Halse

Sunday 20th December
8.30am BCP Communion at Aston le Walls
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
Thursday 24th December
9.30pm Parish Communion at Eydon
11.30pm Midnight Communion at Byfield
Due to covid restrictions attendance at this
service is by invitation only

Sunday 24th January
9.30am Morning Worship at Aston le Walls
9.30am Parish Communion at Eydon
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
Sunday 31st January
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield

Friday 25th December
9.30pm Christmas Celebration at
Boddington
9.30pm Christmas Celebration at Eydon
11am Christmas Celebration at Aston le
Walls

The deadline for the next Byword
(Feb/March) will be Sunday 3rd
January

Sunday 27th December
10am Parish Communion at Woodford
Halse

As many of you will have heard already, a new Rector has been appointed for the Fiveways
Benefice.
Revd. Paul Trathen will be starting work in January.
We have been very lucky to get a new incumbent so soon after Stevie left, as the process will
usually take many months of waiting. Paul is keen to get to work here and looks forward to
meeting villagers around the benefice.
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