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01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
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01327 264230
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To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

Letter from the Rectory
Christmas – the most beautiful story ever told
On the BBC’s ‘Today’ programme last Christmas a distinguished atheist revealed that his
Christmas routine included attending Midnight Mass. Asked why, he replied that it was the most
beautiful story ever told and he didn’t want it to be forgotten.
Up and down the country this month, thousands and thousands of parents will be
attending school and church nativity plays. They’re good fun, the children like
them, and they remind us of the most lovely and memorable story of all time.
Excluded from the shelter of the ‘inn’, Mary and Joseph found themselves in a
stable. Soon after, Mary gave birth to a boy, wrapped Him up and laid Him in the
only secure place she could find – the feeding trough.
Next came the shepherds, bursting in from the fields, eager to see the baby that the angels had
told them to look for, ‘lying in a manger’. They worshipped him, in wonder of all that had
happened that night.
Finally, at some point came the so called ‘Wise Men’. The gospel calls them ‘Magi’, and says
they were from the East. The Magi could have been priests from an ancient Persian religion
that watched the night sky. Today they would be called astrologers.
Whoever they were, they were the first Gentiles to recognise a divine and kingly power and
purpose in the baby in Bethlehem. They also knelt in awe and wonder.
So in the Christmas story we see how everyone, rich and poor, wise and simple, male and
female are called to gather and wonder. And still we are called to ‘Wonder’ not in the sense of
asking if it is true, but in awe and amazement.
This time of Advent we are called to journey to Bethlehem ourselves, to prepare to celebrate the
greatest story. Jesus, Emmanuel – God with us. Our Posada, crib sets ,are already travelling
round the village having set off at our Messy Church service last month.
As we celebrate God’s gift to us, we share gifts with one another. They are an important
part of our Christmas celebrations. At this time when we are aware of the problems in
the world, I shall be looking to ensure I consider Fairtrade goods and others things that
support our planet. If you haven’t got your advent calendar yet, you can get Fairtrade
versions at most supermarkets.
Jesus is the light of the world; he is the light revealed in the darkness of the stable in
Bethlehem. He is the light we seek to follow and the light that will prevent us from stumbling
in the darkness. Candles are very visible at Christmas; they are also an important symbol
of light. As you light candles this Christmas, remember at the same time that Jesus the
light of the world has come into our world to banish the fears and sins lurking in our own
dark corners.
I do hope that you will join us at one of our many celebrations this Christmas including the candlelit
carol service. There is a list on the back of the Byword.
Young and ‘more mature’ all need to hear the beautiful story every year. We are in danger in
turning the nativity into a children’s story when it is even more important for all to hear again the
message of God’s love revealed through his son.
Wishing you every blessing at this special time of year
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Stevie

Christmas Fair
At Holy Cross Church
Saturday 7th December
11am – 2pm
Homemade soup, bacon and sausage baps for lunch
Craft Stalls
Refreshments and mince pies
Craft Activities for the children
Tombola with many prizes
Gingerbread House Raffle
Father Christmas with a lucky dip

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to you all
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BURNS NIGHT SUPPER
Saturday 25thJanuary 2020
7 pm Byfield Village Hall
Come and enjoy a two-course Traditional Scots Supper to
celebrate Scotland’s famous son. The menu will be:
Authentic Traditional Haggis with whisky sauce
Or
Casserole of Scottish Venison
Or
Vegetarian alternative

No
Dancing

All served with seasonal vegetables
including “Neeps ‘n’ Tatties”
Pudding and cream

Dinner or lounge suit or kilt for men and smart dress for ladies

Fantastic value @ £18.00 per person
Hurry to reserve your tickets with Chris
on 01327 260764 or Pam 01327 261257
Please note: we regret we cannot accept bookings after Wednesday 22nd January.
We are selling just 100 tickets so get your tickets early!
Bring your own favourite drinks (glasses supplied)

Benefice News
Many of you will have heard that both Reverend Geoff and Reverend Stevie will be retiring
next year. Geoff will be leaving at the end of January and Stevie sometime after Easter.
Geoff's last service will be the Benefice Communion at St. Mary's Church on 26th January.
This means that the benefice will enter a period of ‘interregnum’ until a new Rector is
appointed. Services will continue to be held in the 5 churches, but the number will be
reduced as we will be dependent on clergy on a service-by-service basis. Of course, we are
very fortunate to have a lay reader and Bishop Ed who will also be taking services.
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Thank-you to everyone who has been in touch to offer
their help, voice their support and ask for a helping hand
since our launch in October. If you’ve been thinking
about getting involved, give us a call and we can see
how you might want to become part of Byfield Good
Neighbours.

Whilst Byfield Good Neighbours is not an emergency service, some neighbours have
already contacted us to help them feel safer and we are happy to do so:

Sid* has let his daughters know about the Scheme and sent them each a Good Neighbours
business card so they have our number to hand. If they’re worried about him, they can call us
and ask to check. Sid has also given the Scheme their contact details, should we need to let
them know any information. Sid is also trusting the Scheme with the location of his spare key in
case we need to step in to look after his cat at short notice, for example, if Sid is unexpectedly
taken into hospital - there’s also a prominent note on his fridge to let any health workers know
the Scheme can help, and he has one of our business cards in his wallet.
* Not his real name
Why not speak to Good Neighbours to come up with ways that make you feel safer in
your home? We will always keep your information confidential and securely, and all our
volunteers are checked, so you know you can trust every official Good Neighbour you
meet.

Don’t forget !!
Byfield Good Neighbours can offer you seasonal help – call us to arrange a helping hand
if
•
•

icy conditions make it difficult to take your bins to the kerb safely
the dark nights mean you can’t get to your favourite activity

Last Sunday of the month,
2-4pm in the Village Hall
December 29th
January 26th
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Christmas 2019 waste and recycling collections
Households are encouraged to find out more about arrangements for waste and
recycling collections over Christmas and New Year.
All collections
• Collections will continue to take place as usual over the Christmas and New Year period,
except for Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day
- If your collection is due on Christmas Day (Wednesday, 25 December) it will instead take
place on Saturday, 28 December.
- If your collection is due on Boxing Day (Thursday, 26 December) it will instead take place
on Sunday, 29 December.
- If your collection is due on New Year’s Day (Wednesday, 1 January) this will instead take
place on Saturday, 4 January.
•

During the week beginning 23 December, all households will get an extra blue bin
recycling collection on their usual collection day. This includes households whose
collections have been rescheduled from Christmas Day and Boxing Day to the following
weekend.

Garden waste collections for those subscribed to the service there will be a short break in
collections during w/c 23 December so that crews can focus on the extra seasonal recycling.
Waste bins – your black bin will continue to be collected as normal on its three-weekly cycle.
Please make sure you recycle as much as possible as side waste and bins with raised lids will
not be collected.
Recycling - Your blue recycling bin will continue to be collected as usual over Christmas and
New Year. There will be an extra collection for all households during week beginning 23
December – please place your blue bin out with your food waste on your usual collection day.
Extra recycling will also be collected if you cannot fit into your blue bin – please place items into
clear or white bags next to your boxes (not black or green sacks).
Don’t forget that a range of festive items can be recycled, including foil-free Christmas cards
and wrapping paper, sweet tins and drinks bottles.
Food waste bins will continue to be collected weekly for all households on their usual collection
day.
Christmas trees – Households can put their real Christmas trees in their
garden waste bin or alternatively place them alongside their bins on the usual
day of collection week beginning 6 January.
There are no communal collection points for real Christmas trees. You can also take trees to the
local household waste recycling centre – find your nearest at www.daventrydc.gov.uk/recycling
Check your collections calendar – You can check your bin collection dates on the calendar
delivered to you in June, or by searching your postcode on our website at
www.daventrydc.gov.uk.
You can also check your collection day and set up alerts on your mobile by downloading the
free Daventry District Council app from the Apple or Google Play stores.
Reporting a missed bin over Christmas and New Year
Daventry District Council’s offices and Contact Centre will be closed from Christmas Day,
reopening on Thursday, 2 January. During this time waste and recycling services will continue
and you can report a missed bin collection on our website at www.daventrydc.gov.uk
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‘Christingle’
SUNDAY 15th December

from 3.30pm
at

Holy Cross, Byfield
DO COME AND JOIN US!
Make your own Christingle.
Enjoy the magic of the candles in the
darkened church as you prepare for
Christmas.
What is Café Church?

Café Church is a short informal time set around refreshments
served in a café style, with plenty of time to chat with
friends.
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A Word From The Byfield Belfry
100 years of Save the Children
Eglantyne Jebb is remembered each year in the church calendar
on December 17th as a social reformer and the founder of Save
the Children in 1919.
In this our centenary year, Save the Children supporters would like to mark this special day
either on the day itself or the closest Sunday, December 15th, by asking churches to ring their
bells to commemorate the life, work and vision of Eglantyne and her sister, Dorothy Buxton a
cofounder, and remember them in prayers. An event has been setup on BellBoard for you to
link any performances for this to: https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=11850
I want to thank the people of Byfield for their support throughout the years. Bells can do much
more than announcing church services and weddings. Ringing for public events is an excellent
way to join in with community celebration, and helps us to connect with the general public.
There are many opportunities for which we can ring – current events, anniversaries of historic
events, and notable annual days, including festivals. There may well be other local events and
anniversaries that you could also mark with special ringing, so give us a call and book a ring.
All are welcome, if you need more information please go to: http://daventrybranch.btck.co.uk/ or
contact me.

Byfield Tower Captain
James Grennan 261 596
*****
Byfield 2nd Tuesday Group
Meetings for the first few months of 2020. Meetings held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in the
village hall commencing at 2pm.
Tea/coffee and splendid biscuits served. £2 per visit for members £4 for non-members.
Jan 14th
Many decades in the World Guiding movement.
th
Feb 11
A year in the life of a Northamptonshire wood.
Mar 10th Tea, coffee & chocolate: how we fell in love with caffeine.
April/May A parishioner is the castaway on the Desert Island or a visit to bluebell gardens.
Byfield WI
Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday in the month in the Meeting Room of the village hall
commencing at 7.30pm. First meeting of 2020 will be on 15th January. Programme for the
year is being finalised.
New members and visitors most welcome - just come along on the evening.
Knit and Natter
A couple of hours of knitting or other crafts + a natter + company + a drink.
Thursdays 2pm to 4pm in the Meeting Room of the village hall.
£2 per meeting to cover hall hire charge. Just turn up. Help often
available for various crafts.
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CHARITy BEGINS AT HOME!
Do you give to charity?
Many of us have a favourite charity that we try and support.
Do you receive from charity?
Probably not, unless it is indirectly as the result of funding to medical research or
local community projects.
Why not?
Well………
Now be honest….are you frightened of that word ‘charity’? Is it
demeaning in some way to accept a gift from charity? Are you one of
those people who think they don’t deserve it, that there are others who
deserve it more?
Would you apply to a fund set up to help people and groups in Byfield?
Hmmm… the word ‘fund’ puts a different complexion on it. It somehow sounds
more respectable…. as if it is available to help occasionally when the need arises.
Exactly! That is what Byfield Combined Charities exist to do… just think
of it as Byfield Community Fund.
So who will it help?
One fund helps to subsidise individuals who struggle to meet an
unexpected and necessary bill… say for fuel, gardening, repairs, hospital
transport or just ‘Christmas expenses’ We also help students in Higher
Education with the costs of necessary books.
The other fund helps groups in Byfield if they can justify the purchase of
new equipment, training or facilities.
But won’t the whole village know if I get some money?
Not at all! Your application is discussed in the strictest confidence at one
of our meetings.
How do I apply?
You can get a form from the Co-op in the village or fill in the form
overleaf and give or post it to one of the Trustees named on the form.
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CHARITIES APPLICATION
NEED A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS AN UNEXPECTED
FINANCIAL NEED FOR YOURSELF OR A GROUP?

Then you fill in the form attached to this page and give it to one of
the Trustees listed. It would help if you can give a copy of a receipt
or quote. We try to help by giving at least some of the money you are
asking for and it comes in cheque form. The next meeting of the
Trustees is on 13th December so applications need to be in by 9th
December.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Application Form for Funding
Do you wish to apply for funding for yourself?
Name -------------------------------------------------------------Address ----------------------------------------------------------- Phone ------------------

Someone else?
Name ------------------------------------------------------------Address -----------------------------------------------------------

A Byfield organisation?
Name of group --------------------------------------------------Applicant ----------------------------------------------------------- Phone --------------------

What is the funding for?
Signature ………………….. (Give or post to a trustee listed)
Byfield Combined Charities Trustees:
Michael Buckley, 4 Farebrother Close … Chris Cross (Chairman), 28 Bell Lane …
Rev. Stevie Cross, The Rectory, Church St. … Christl Davis, 20 Westhorpe Lane
… Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle … Pam Hicks (Treasurer), 1 Edwards Close …
Rosemary Johnson (Secretary), The Corner House, 34 Bell Lane … Angela
Weller, 18 Church St.
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The Lost Chord Singers
(Byfield’s own community choir)

invite you to the

14th annual
Saturday 21st December
7.30pm Byfield Village Hall
With guests:

Magpie Lane is a five-piece folk band
from Oxford, specializing in
traditional English songs and dance
tunes. The band has been delighting
audiences for over 25 years with a
combination of powerful vocals and
vigorous dance tunes, performing
inventive arrangements on acoustic
instruments.

Tickets: £10

available from November:
Pat Cannell (01327 260483), email: pat.cannell@gmail.com
Ann Caldwell (01327 260993) Diana Charters (01327 261725)
or any choir member

Licensed Bar
Light refreshments
Supported by Byfield School PTA who will organise all
the front of house
13

Byfield Parish Council
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk/ where all agendas,
minutes and useful documents can be seen. The Parish Council normally meets on the second
Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the village hall starting at 19.30 hrs. Members of
the press and public are always welcome to attend.
Chairman’s Report
In the last Byword, I mentioned theft and damage at the allotments, it was again depressing and
annoying to note extensive vandalism to the Village Hall during a party held on Saturday 26 th
October. The Village Hall Management Committee* are all volunteers and will do their utmost to
ensure that those responsible pay for the damage.
Many villagers will have heard of the death of Russ Mallace in October. Russ was closely involved
in numerous aspects of the village over many years including being instrumental in raising the
money to build both the Cricket / Football Pavilion and the Bowls / Tennis Pavilion. As a young
man, he flew RAF fighters in the Korean War and then was a pioneer with British Airways flying
the first fleet of 747 ‘Jumbo Jets’. He served for many years as a parish councillor and Chairman
of the Parish Council as well as leading the local branch of the Royal British Legion amongst other
public spirited activities. We send his family our condolences.

* I also sit on the VHMC as a representative of the Parish Council
The Parish Council hopes that everyone who lives or works in Byfield has a very merry Christmas
and that 2020 brings happiness and success to us all.
Environment
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
There will be a review of those trees that are the responsibility of the Parish
Council so that we can ensure they are maintained and managed. There are
still many trees that are in need of some work that are not the property of the
Parish Council, but the responsibility of landowners who should ensure that
they are not causing any kind of nuisance to other residents.
The Parish Council provides rubbish and dog waste bins around the village, we are prepared to
consider requests from villagers for additional facilities although if located near property we would
need agreement from neighbours to site it by their house.
Speeding Traffic / Speed Watch
A message from Kerry Lee – Byfield Community Speed Watch Coordinator
The Byfield Community SpeedWatch has ended for this season and I just wanted to say a
big thank you to everyone who gave up their time to volunteer for CSW, I know it can be
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difficult at times to find even an hour of spare time so it is greatly appreciated and the whole
operation has been a great success.
We have had a response from Northants Fire and Rescue thanking us for our contribution
to Road Safety and also from NSRA (Northamptonshire Safer Roads Alliance) who are a
body in partnership with Northants Police, Northants Fire and Rescue, NCC Highways and
Northants Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner. We have not gone unnoticed, there has
also been a lot of very good feedback from Byfield residents and also some from Woodford,
many have stopped to chat and say what a good job we are doing.
In the short period we had the equipment it was been put to good use and for all we know
we may have prevented accidents and or even saved lives. I will be asking the Police to
carry out another survey to see if we can get additional locations to carry out the checks.
Before I get onto facts and figures, just a brief insight into how the data we collected might
be used, apart from speeds and volume of traffic. When I submit the data sheets to the
Police, the registration numbers of all vehicles are entered onto the Police National
Computer (PNC). This database holds not only details of all vehicles, but criminals too and
their vehicles, and although the Police will not be using our data to track down criminals,
the way that the PNC works it will automatically ‘flag’ up and cross reference vehicles that
are of interest to the Police. So one or more of the vehicles we recorded could be linked to
criminal activity, stolen, on false plates, disqualified drivers or document offences and as
we are between two motorways it is a fact that the A361 does carry many of the above, as
does Boddington Road which is often used as a shortcut into Coventry and Warwickshire.
If one of the vehicles that we recorded is of Police interest, then that Force will be alerted
immediately, so it’s not just about road safety it’s also about the safety of our community.
Over a period of 5 days we carried out a total of just over 13 hours at various times.
Boddington Rd and Woodford Rd, had the same amount of coverage, with the A361 2
visits, this is mainly because we need 3 persons at this location due to the road width and
volume of traffic.
Boddington Rd with 64 vehicles detected
A361 with 34 detections
Somewhat of a surprise with only 5 detections Woodford Rd, this is mainly due to traffic
bunching up so difficulty in the ability to detect speeders, peak times on this road are not
really suitable, unlike the other 2 locations.
That adds up to a staggering 103 speeding vehicles over the period, 5 of these were HGVs,
1 motorcycle and the remainder cars and vans. Lowest speed 35 mph and highest was 56
on Boddington road
I do hope this information is useful, please let me know if there is anything you want to
know and I’ll see what I can do.
Kerry Lee kerry.lee361@gmail.com
We experienced a number of problems with the second Speed Indicator Device that we
purchased that the supplier could not rectify, we have therefore returned it for full credit and
bought a different piece of kit that as well as monitoring speed can view traffic in both directions
and identify what type of vehicle is involved.
Allotments
If you are interested in renting an allotment please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.
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Footpaths
We continue to monitor the local footpaths and to engage with the landowners
(who have responsibility for things like gates and stiles). Please report any
problems to the clerk and, follow the country code by cleaning up after your dog

Planning
The planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under consideration by
Daventry District Council. The Parish Council continues to remain open to engagement with the
Medical Centre on the matter of a new surgery and 78 new houses but has not had any formal
contact from those involved in the application for at least 18 months. A revised scheme was
submitted and considered by the Parish Council on 10th October at a meeting attended by 30+
members of the public. The PC noted the changes to the previous application including the
decision to increase the density of housing. Since this is a major development for Byfield it is
vitally important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any development produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be
found in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•

Single storey and two storey extension to side, single storey and two storey extension –
1 The Twistle

•

Demolition of existing shed/garage and construction of new double garage with loft
Space over - 1 The Twistle

•

Variation of Conditions 2, 7, 10, 11 & 13 of planning permission DA/2016/0522 Daventry
Road. (Construction of agricultural and horticultural machinery workshop, sales and
maintenance business, access and car parking) to remove requirement for previously
approved highway and footpath provisions and allow submission of details prior to works
above ground and occupation.

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.

Pocket Park and New Wood
The Working Party continues to do sterling work, they meet monthly and anybody is welcome to
join on an informal basis.
In recent months, many hundreds of new bulbs have been planted and general maintenance
undertaken.
Each month we have a working party in Pocket Park. Recent activities have included wild flower
seed sowing, bulb planting, and clearing of brambles. We now have a pile of rather damp
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vegetation which will eventually get burnt. We usually meet on the third Thursday of the month,
but will be having a break in December and January, as the weather is usually against us.
I have a lot of daffodil bulbs to be planted around the village to provide some spring colour. Please
let me know if you think that there is an area of public land near you that could do with some
bulbs. I am planning to plant many in Clock Meadow, and may already have done so by the time
this comes to press. If you would like to get involved please contact Cllr Boddington for more
information pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Hopefully you can still come along, it’s friendly, informal and no specials skills or knowledge is
required, tools can be provided, gloves are a good idea. We meet at 10.00 am at the Burial
ground off the Farndon Road with coffee and cake provided and work for about two hours, but if
this is too long then don’t worry just do what you feel comfortable with.

Lights and Utilities
The trial of a new LED light, opposite The Old Chapel on The Green has not produced any
feedback good or bad so the PC will now consider rolling these out across the village. Cllr Davis
is the first point of call for any faulty light in the village: email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk.
Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on
graves.
Christmas wreaths will be removed at the end of January, if families or friends do this, please, do
not put them in the compost bins – they should go as general waste since many of the constituent
parts will not decompose.
HS2 Has Money
Please remember that there are substantial grants available from HS2 to support local groups,
events, clubs and organsiations, please don’t be shy, we will endure much during the
construction, so a grant make be some small recompense for the inconvenience.

Social Media
Thanks for everyone who has liked or followed our Byfield Parish Council Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil). We now have over 130 followers (and growing!), and this is proving to
be a valuable communication channel between the Parish Council and the local community we
are serving, letting you know what we're doing and also listening to your comments and
feedback. Please continue to like and share! And of course, we also have our own website
www.byfield-pc.gov.uk
Brightwell Recreation Ground
The Brightwell has seen much use this year. This facility is used by many villagers and also those
from other communities who drive here to exercise their dogs or bring their children to play on the
equipment or take part in one of the many activities that Byfield hosts including scouts, guides,
football and cricket. The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud
of this area and continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone.
John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council
17

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022
e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk

COUNCILLORS
NAME

TELEPHONE
AREAS OF INTEREST
e-mail address
_________________________________________________________________________
John Gillic
28 Banbury Lane

01327 262917
j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council CHAIRMAN
Burial Ground
Closed churchyard
Village hall trustee

Sally Boddington
31 Bell Lane

01327 263745
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park +
Allotments

Michael Buckley
01327 262628
4 Farebrother Close michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Website
Risk Assessment
Charities trustee

Lindsay Clark
39 Lovett Road

not available
lindsay.clark@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Santon Crowshaw
15 High Street

01327 261777
Highways
santon.crowshaw@byfield-pc.gov.uk Rights of Way

Christl Davis
01327 261504
20 Westhorpe Lane christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Allotments
co-ordinator

Council Property
Street lights
Charities trustee

Barbara Ridyard
The Old Chapel
The Green

01327 612482
barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Planning
Trees
Playground

Simon Shepherd
19 The Twistle

01327 262177
simonshepherd@haymakingservices.co.uk

Mike Taylor
49 Church Street

07866 889 530
michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Social media

_______________________________________
District Councillor

Rupert Frost, The Hall, Manor Road, Staverton NN11
Tel: 01327 700198 e-mail RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

County Councillor -

Robin Brown, Leadership Support, NCC, County Hall,
Northampton, NN1 1AT
Tel 01604 367 813
rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Little Angels!
In September we took Harvest as our theme, and based on the children’s poem, ‘This is the
House that Jack Built’ we changed the words to ‘This is the world that God made’. We had a big
inflatable globe for the world, all the adults were the people, Theodore was the farmer holding
an enormous spade, Laurie was the trader with ‘the money’ who looked after the harvested
grain, Lacey was the miller with the bag of flour and Norah the baker with the sliced loaf.
Although everyone had played an equal part in producing the bread when we shared it out it
was not at all fair – the trader with the money got the most, the farmer, the baker and the miller
who had all worked hard only got half as much and for some of us there was only a crumb.
‘THAT’S NOT FAIR!’
We shared out the remaining bread and the biscuits equally and agreed that that is how things
should be! We were amazed at how much of the ‘sliced white’ was gobbled up by the children,
in preference to the biscuits!
Little Angels is a group for families with babies and pre-school children that meets in Holy Cross
Church, Byfield on the third Monday in the month from 2 – 2.45pm.
We are sharing our 16 December session with the school who are coming to church at 2pm for
their Christingle service that afternoon. We would love to welcome you!
In January we will be meeting on the 20th.
LP

Rising Stars
Rising Stars is a group for young people aged between 8 and 11. We meet on the third
Thursday in the month from 6 – 7.30pm in Byfield Scout HQ.
At our first meeting of the year we spent some time getting to know one another. As people
came in they had to write down facts about themselves: one of the adults then read out each
sheet and the young people had to try to recognise who it was. They then all made pizzas which
had to be decorated to look like their faces! Well – that was the idea…
We read the passage from Mark’s gospel where he describes how Jesus chose his disciples:
we talked about the fact that they were very ordinary people.
The young people then had a large piece of paper to personalise as their own ‘wallpaper’:
Deanna created a brilliant Logo, using her initials, as a repeat pattern on hers.
After a vigorous game of ‘football’, with some elements of cheating, everyone at their pizza.
In October we thought about harvest around the world, reading the parable of the sower. We
discussed the reasons why there are so many people, including people living close to Byfield,
who do not have enough to eat. We identified on our globe, countries where there was a great
deal of hunger and prayed for the people there.
We will be meeting next this term on 19 December. In January we meet again on 16th. The cost
is £1. It would be great to see you there!
LP
If you have any queries please contact Lesley on 264374 or email lep23a@gmail.com
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Byfield Village Hall
Many of you will be aware that serious damage was inflicted to the interior of the Hall by a person
or persons attending a Halloween Party on Saturday 26th October. A number of you will have
seen the damage yourselves. I have outlined the circumstances on the Home Page of our website
www.byfieldvillagehall.org.uk.
The door to the Disabled Toilet was smashed and then removed from its hinges. Three large
holes were punched into the far side of the door to the right of the stage. A hole was kicked in
the door leading to the Gent’s Toilet. There was evidence that the heavier door to the storeroom
off the far kitchen had been similarly attacked but it is heavier and fortunately not given way. A
carbon dioxide fire extinguisher had been discharged. The toilets in the Gent’s were variously
blocked by toilet paper and vomit that I had to clear away before the next hiring on Sunday. There
was a flood that I hoped was the result of the blockage, but it proved to be caused by damage to
the water pipes. This would have required extreme force. The bending of a pipe had caused an
adjoining joint to leak. In the Entrance Hall on the right, part of the wood panelling had been
shattered by what would have been a vicious kick. The car park and area around the waste bins
were littered with broken bottles and glass fragments. The waste bins had been filled
indiscriminately with no attention to the correct division between landfill or recyclable. I had to
empty and re-fill them all, otherwise the bin men would not oblige. The door of a storage cupboard
in the cloakroom, by the Disabled Toilet had been ripped off and the cupboard is beyond repair.
I had met the lady from Daventry with whom the Hire Contract was signed. I judged her to be
mature, sensible and trustworthy. I was aware teenagers from local schools would be present.
In the event and on my present knowledge it seems there were only two adult ladies present who
seemingly were unable to control or restrain unruly drunken teenagers, presumably male. All this
damage in different parts of the Hall must have taken place over some period of time and I have
no doubt the main culprit or culprits will be known to many who were present. One male, I know,
was seen with blood on his knuckles and there were blood stains on the floor and on the door in
the far kitchen.
I am now dealing with the Hirer and her friend, the other adult known to be present. The plumbing
leak has been sealed and the fire extinguisher fixed. The carpenter has viewed the damage but
not all estimates are yet available. The costs will be considerable.
As Chairman of the Village Hall Committee and as Bookings Secretary responsible for lettings I
deeply regret my error in agreeing to the hire. The same will be felt by the individual who signed
the contract who doubtless will have difficulty obtaining redress from the guilty party. However, it
is my duty as Chairman and Trustee to recover the cost of repairs in full. The hirers have accepted
their duty to pay but the bill will be substantial. The Committee does have experience. Similar
unfortunate damage happened some years ago. It took time and effort, but the cost of the repair
was recovered.
It might be said that I should not accept bookings from parties outside the village. On the other
hand, out-of-village hires are numerous and an important contributor to income. We started the
website over two years ago with the intention of attracting more business and it has been
successful in that respect. I assure everyone in the village that I shall pursue this to a satisfactory
conclusion and will keep you informed on the ‘Urgent Notice’ on the Home Page of the website.

Richard Corbett
Chairman and Bookings Secretary
Byfield Village Hall Management Committee
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Royal British Legion
Russ’s last annual Royal British Legion (RBL) report… “ 2018/19 has been an
extremely successful Poppy Appeal year, which has broken all previous
records by topping £12,500; not bad for a very rural area in the wilds of south west
Northamptonshire. Yes, last year, the centennial anniversary of the end of the First World War,
was special nationally but we did our thing too. You all know we had an excellent
commemorative Remembrance Sunday. The whole village rallied around for that event with
everyone doing their bit; our Village Hall visibly swelled. Everyone was welcome and many
attended from other villages in our District too.*
This year we have been to every fête and function in our area, not forgetting our barbeque,
which by itself raised £450 for our Branch. At the end of November last year, we had what was
probably our most successful quiz evening ever with 24 teams participating. That and the
associated raffle, raised £885 for our Branch funds; we hope to have kept-up that tradition this
year. And young Richard Buck once more came to Byfield’s Holy Cross Church with his
ensemble and gave us a lovely brass concert attended by about fifty people, all the £255 of
retiring donations were very generously given to the Branch; and, he’s coming back to do it
again next year, a date for your diary, 5th January 2020.
So, “where does the money go?” We are pleased to have been able to donate five hundred
pounds every half year for some years now to the RBL’s “Battle Back” centre, and another five
hundred pounds to their Galanos House care home in Southam. And speaking of Galanos
House, we did our usual Christmas run to meet the residents there, together with the RBL’s
Riders’ Branch, who organise that party, taking “Santa” sacks of small gifts. As for the Poppy
Appeal, those funds help the RBL as a whole in their welfare role looking after those ex-service
personnel not otherwise supported by Government, with physical and mental wellbeing, care
and independent living, local community connections, financial and employment support and
expert guidance. In addition, the RBL runs six really outstanding care homes, e.g. Galanos
House, four respite centres helping the helpers and their families and of course, the physical
and mental rehabilitation “Battle Back” centre in Lilleshall, up in Shropshire.
Last year, our schools produced posters for our centennial, this year we have instituted a
Christmas Card Competition, which the junior schools in our District are enthusiastic about. The
theme is “Peace, and what our armed forces do to promote that” i.e. what do they do when they
are not fighting wars; something the RBL is keen for youngsters to know. We’ll use the winning
entries as our Christmas greeting to our Members this year.
We have only had one trip out in 2019, to support our Member Chris at a ceremony at the
National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas. Chris attended a dedication there for recent fallen
comrades in his old unit, the Alem Hamza Battery RA; he paraded our Standard at the event.
Our monthly lunches continue and are well supported by Members, spouses and friends. It’s a
good time for airing views unofficially and for getting a feel for the general mood of the Branch.
I’m pleased to say that seems very positive at the moment. Our monthly meetings haven’t been
boring either because this year we have had seven “speakers” – anyone out there with a
subject to present next year will be welcomed.
It only remains for me to thank you all for your support over the years, making your Byfield &
District Branch of the RBL one of the most dynamic in the County. We always seem to be able
to be, proportionally, one of the most successful Branches in Northamptonshire...
Long may that continue.”

Russ Mallace (1931-2019)

*Editor’s note: the turn-out for Remembrance Sunday this year was also impressive and we
must thank all those that have supported us with our efforts to keep those memories alive, Russ
would have been proud.
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New Year’s Celebration
Holy Cross Church, Byfield,
5th January 2020
3pm
A matinee concert to celebrate the start of the
New Year with ex-students from the
Royal Academy of Music
Buck Brass Ensemble

conducted by
Richard Buck
Free admission
There will be a retiring collection
for

Royal British Legion
What happened to the man who stole an Advent
calendar?
He got 25 days

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
A Holly Davidson
Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing?
They always drop their needles

What do snowmen wear on their heads?
Ice caps

Why did the turkey join the band?
Because it had the drumsticks

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy

What do vampires sing on New Year’s Eve?
Auld Fang Syne

How do snowmen get around?
They ride an icicle
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1st Byfield Scout Group
Contact: Rob Gericke

Email beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

It’s been a busy half term for the Beavers. They have been playing lots of team games, learnt
some first aid, made bird feeders, had a visit from the Royal British Legion, built a bug hotel and
visited the church. The Beavers will be laying a wreath again on Remembrance Sunday in
Byfield, doing some cooking, experiments, going on a Christmas sleepover and a number of
other activities to take us up to Christmas.
The Beaver Colony is the first and youngest section of the Scout Group. Beaver Scouts are
boys and girls aged between 6 and 8 years old. There is flexibility in the age range: children
can join from age 5¾ and can move to Cubs between age 7½ and 8½.
Beavers are our youngest members, and we meet on Tuesdays, 5.30-6.30pm in Byfield. They
enjoy all that Scouting has to offer; being introduced to outdoor activities, having the opportunity
to be creative, explore their local community and experience the excitement of a Beaver Scout
sleepover with their friends.
Our colony has grown in size this term but we still have a few spaces for any interested
children. We also have a waiting list for those who would like to put their names down before
they turn 6.
If you would like more information, please contact Robert Gericke on
beavers.1stbyfield@gmail.com

Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
01295 660508
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Sally Huband

Tel
Email

07900 212064
skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com

After a busy summer when Byfield Scouts worked at Fairport Cropredy Festival and then
learned to Sail and Paddle board while camping at Pitsford Reservoir we started the new term
camping at The Boddington Vintage Ploughing Event over a weekend in September. It’s a great
way to bring the local village community together and Byfield Scout Group were happy to camp
out and cook up a scrumptious Full English Breakfast for all the hungry farmers and visitors. As
well as being great fun with a very happy campfire and some ‘backwoods’ cooking (which just
means cooking over an open fire) we were grateful to raise over £300 for Group funds.
We have a wide and varied programme in Scouts all providing
#skillsforlife and we were pleased to welcome Richard Corbett a
retired surgeon to our scout hut to teach us how to Suture!
Hopefully we’ll never actually need to use this but you never
know!...
And now the scouts are making a movie! They have chosen the
subject, written the storyboard and started to think about the
cast, costumes and the script – I did say Scouts was varied!!
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Scary things happened at the UK Scout Head
Quarters at Gillwell, Chingford this last
weekend as nearly 3000 Scouts descended for
the annual SCAREFEST camp! Scarefest is
the Halloween themed camping weekend for
Scouts and Explorers. There were Ghost
Walks and Monster Creepy Mazes to add to
over 100 other activities such as LaserQuest,
Climbing, Caving, Axe Throwing, Pistol
Shooting and unusual animal
encounters………plus fairground rides, a
cinema, new craft ideas to try and the most spectacular firework display!
Byfield Scouts had so much fun there. “It’s one of the best camps I’ve ever been on” said Max
– and he’s been on quite a few during his time at Byfield.
THIS COULD BE THE ROLE YOU’VE BEEN SEARCHING
FOR!
The Scout Section at Byfield is looking for a helper who can
spare a couple of hours on a Tuesday evening to support the
Leader who is currently running the section on her own. As you
can see from this Byword contribution Being a Scout leader
isn’t all knots and woggles!
Perhaps you’d like to Try our 4-week Challenge to see if you’d like to join us… there’s no
pressure at all - you can just come along on week one to see what we’re all about
As the UK’s largest mixed youth organisation Scouts aims to build and develop young people’s
confidence, sense of adventure and outdoor skills, as well as encouraging them to explore their
beliefs and attitudes and be creative. It offers them the independence to put these skills into
practice at camps and even on international trips.
Scouts are encouraged to work together and take the lead on all sorts of projects, from
community based work to planning games and activities for their meetings. The Scout Troop is
the third section in the Scout Group, above Beavers and Cubs. The Scout Section is for young
people aged between 10½ and 14½ years.
Byfield Scout troop meets on Tuesday evenings from 7pm-8.30pm at The Scout HQ at the
Brightwell Recreation Ground in Byfield. If you would like any further information contact: Sally
Huband on 07900 212064
Yours In Scouting
Skip, September 2019
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Prior’s Hall Films
Friday 13th December
Yesterday
Year of Release: 2019
Running time: 1 hour 51mins
Certificate: 12
Friday 17th January
Downton Abbey
Year of Release: 2019
Running time: 2 hours 2mins
Certificate: PG
As usual doors open at 7:00pm and the
films start at 7:30pm
Free tea, coffee & biscuits will be available in
the interval, but you are welcome to provide
your own refreshments. Don't forget to bring
your own cushions for a more comfortable
viewing experience!
We do not charge for admission, however
donations towards running costs can be
placed in the collection box and will be most
welcome.

Boddington and District Garden Association
The BDGA probably has more members in Byfield
than in any other village, our friendly meetings
take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month in
Boddington Village Hall at 7.30 pm.
Members and guests are always welcome and we
offer free refreshments as well as a range of
interesting talks, trips and biannual holidays.
2020 kicks off with the annual New Year ‘social’
where we enjoy a meal and a quiz. You don’t have
to be a wizard gardener or know Latin names of
plants just come along for a light-hearted evening.
There will also be a chance to sign up for our
three day visit to the Welsh Borders in late June
which promises to be a great trip and is open to
non-members.
Our next two meetings are:
22nd January – Annual Social, great fun on a
winter evening
26th February – Andrew Mikolajski will tell
us all about the Christmas rose - Hellebores

Byfield Tennis Club
Just a reminder that tennis is an all-year
round sport and junior coaching sessions
are held throughout the year on Fridays
(winter under lights) for ages 4 – 18.
Contact Peter Cowley (Head Coach)
07539 244155 for more information.
For details of what’s on offer at the club for
adults contact Sue Waterhouse
07773092180

Christmas Services at the Church of the
Sacred Heart

Church of The Sacred Heart and Our Lady,
Aston-le-Walls
Tuesday 24th December
5pm Children’s Mass (First Mass of Christmas)
10pm "Midnight Mass"
Wednesday 25th December
. 10.45am Christmas Day Mass

BIG BREAKFAST
Dates for 2020
February 1st 2020
March 7th 2020
April 4th 2020

Church of St Peter and St Paul, King’s
Sutton
Wednesday 25th December
9am Christmas Day Mass

Adults £7 and children £3
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ROOM REQUIRED (Stable will do!)
Young couple with baby are looking for accommodation in Byfield in the month of December.
During that time 5 nativity sets make their way around the village as part of the Christmas
preparations. Each set is suitable for a different age group from toddler upwards. Welcoming this
family into your home for a couple of nights is a wonderful way to share in the Christmas spirit
around the village.
If you would like to be a "Posada Host" (Innkeeper) for a night or two or would just like a bit more
information please contact Jane on 07974954952 (janeandphil49@btinternet.com)
I look forward to hearing from you.

The Byword

POTTERY IN STAVERTON

We distribute copies of the Byword to every home in
Byfield; which is a total of about 540 copies. The
church pays for the printing cost through advertising
and the few donations that we are given. All editorial
work and distribution is done by volunteers, so that
is all free of cost.
If you enjoy reading and using the information within
the magazine, then we would appreciate any
contributions towards this cost. You can put your
money in an envelope and mark it ‘Byword’ and
deliver to 1 Edwards Close
A big THANK YOU to all our contributors,
advertisers, deliverers and supporters.

Unit 1c, Green Acres, Catesby Rd,
Staverton NN11 6JP
Come and relax, unwind and let your
creative side unleash itself!
Learn to throw on a Potter’s Wheel
Have a go at different hand building
techniques
Taster sessions, group or one-one
sessions available
Bring your family during school
holidays
Gift vouchers available
Call Catherine Walton on
07923537874 or email
catherineanneceramics@hotmail.com
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POPSONS
Pharmacy

Your local pharmacy –
the heart of healthcare
40 Station Road
Woodford Halse
01327 260393
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YOGA IN BYFIELD
Gentle Yoga for Overall
Wellbeing
Beginners and Improvers
Every Monday Morning
9.30-10.30am
Every Wednesday Evening
7.30-9.00pm
For More Information: Contact Lisa
Mobile: 07976 785053
Email : lisakdukes@gmail.com

Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser

REFLEXOLOGIST
M.Lowe

For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service

M.B.R.A . B.C.M. I.F.H.T.

(Bayly School trained)
GENTLE CARE CLINIC
Head Massage Reiki
Aloe Vera Products etc.

T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316

Japonica Cottage 4 Banbury Lane Byfield
Daventry Northants NN11 6UX
Tel: 01327 261747
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M Corbett Building
Services
Brickwork, Stonework,
Extensions, Repointing,
Roof repairs,
Chimney repairs, Guttering,
Patios.
35 years’ experience
All jobs considered.
For a free quotation call:
Office:
01295 272610
Mobile: 07891 866826
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Diary for the Fiveways Benefice of
Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford Halse
for December and January 2020
DECEMBER
Sunday 1st December
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am Café Church at Eydon
6pm Advent Carols at Aston le Walls

Sunday 29th December
10am Benefice Service at Byfield

JANUARY
Sunday 5th January
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am Café Church at Eydon
6pm Evening Prayer at Aston le Walls

Sunday 8th December
9am Quiet Time at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Aston le
Walls
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
11am Parish Communion at Byfield
4pm BCP Communion at Eydon
6pm Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 12th January
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Aston le Walls
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
11am Parish Communion at Byfield
4pm BCP Communion at Eydon
6pm Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 15th December
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Aston le
Walls
9.15am Parish Communion at Eydon
10.30am All Age Communion at
Boddington
3.30pm Christingle Café Church at Byfield
6pm Carol Service at Woodford Halse

Sunday 19th January
8.30am BCP Communion at Aston le Walls
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.15am Parish Communion at Eydon
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am Café Church at Boddington
11am Café Church at Byfield

Wednesday 18th December
6pm Carol Service at Byfield followed by
refreshments

Sunday 26th January
10am Benefice service at Woodford Halse

Thursday 19th December
4pm Christingle at Eydon
Sunday 22nd December
9am Quiet Time at Woodford Halse
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10am Benefice Service at Aston le Walls
6pm Carol Service at Boddington
6pm Carol Service at Eydon

Holy Baptism
We welcome this child of God
into the Lord’s family:

Tuesday 24th December
4pm Crib Service at Byfield
4pm Crib Service at Woodford Halse
9.30pm Communion at Eydon
11.30pm Midnight Communion at Byfield

Bereavements

The deadline for the next Byword
(February/March) will be Sunday 5th
January

Alexander George

We offer our condolences to the family
and friends of:
Andrew Laurie
Russ Mallace
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