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Western Power
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Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
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111
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Daventry Library
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0800 6783 105
116123
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To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
West Northants Council
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0300 126 7000

Join our mailing list for information
on Share our Shed offers / requests
& more Good Neighbours news
www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com
& sign up on the Newsletter page
We can help with :

Shopping
Collecting prescriptions
Friendship and company
We can get in touch with you regularly, or you can call us on 01327 227000.
If you have a problem or issue, you can turn to us,
and if we can’t fix it, we can help find you someone who can.
Share Our Shed
Are you signed up for our SoS messages ?
To date, within the village, we’ve rehomed washing machines, garage paint, lever arch folders,
spare logs, furniture, kids clothes, printer, garden pots, plant canes, to name but a few things,
as well as arranged equipment loans and help.
We post requests for items that you may have lying around, but that someone else could use, or
offer your spare items to your neighbours for easy recycling.
Sign up for the newsletter, and you’ll get SoS messages as well.

Huge thanks as always to our volunteers.
Want to get involved?
See the website for more information or call
01327 227000 or ByfieldGNS@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook!!
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Launch
When we set up our village Good Neighbour Scheme in October 2019,
little did we know that we’d be thanking our lucky stars within 6
months!
Good Neighbour Schemes happen across the country, and Daventry District Council and
Northants ACRE provide funding for hyper-local groups to enable neighbours helping
neighbours with small tasks, lifts and general befriending. Helen Carter heard a presentation at
2019’s Parish Council meeting, and enlisted family and friends to explore a Scheme for Byfield.
We liked the idea of ‘help and be helped’, with the emphasis that there is something that
everyone can do for others, even if they need a bit of help on certain things for themselves.
Recruitment through the summer meant we started with over 50 signed up volunteers, a
manned phone number and email address, and we’d provided a fridge magnet and intro leaflet
to every house in the village. From October, we provided help upon request and ran a regular
monthly Sunday Afternoon Café & Company in the Village Hall.
Covid Response
Thank goodness Byfield as a whole village stepped up to support the Scheme in its modest
beginnings, as it meant that we could scale up very quickly to help the village, both those
isolating and those distancing as Covid19 advanced towards the UK.
As Secretary, Rachel Johnston researched and developed a ‘Volunteer Protocol’ – a system
where we could safely continue to help our neighbours without increasing the risk of infection for
them or for us – more than three weeks before #Lockdown1 officially began on March 16th
2020.
We focused on reducing journeys and contacts for us all, so you did not need to be ‘in need’ in
order, for example, to add a couple of things to the general shopping list.
This inclusive and communal attitude won us even more instant support, with no-one feeling
overwhelmed nor obliged by the requests, and everyone ‘rewarded’ by getting a bit of help in
return.

Shopping Support
By #Lockdown1, we had brought together villagers who could still go out to do their family’s
shopping once a week and were happy to add extra items to their baskets.
At its height, 60+ ‘hunter/gatherers’ were on the ‘+1 Shopping Group’ on a
Whatsapp group.
Orders came in centrally, the list issued each morning and updated as
required, and whoever was out that day doing their own family’s shopping could get ‘1 for them,
and 1 for the Scheme’ of any item on the list.
Our amazing ‘Shopping Captain’ Karen Pollard received the items as they came in and
arranged deliveries around the village each afternoon. We were also conscripted into delivering
the phone orders from the village Co-op, both within the village and outside.
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As shortages were felt in the shops, we expanded the operation to group
source for the village as well, making connections with a local fruit and
veg wholesaler and buying flour in bulk for all the home-bakers.
Throughout the course of the year, matched pairs of shoppers and
villagers have evolved, to the enjoyment and benefit of both parties and
these will continue on beyond the pandemic.

Nice Surprises & Care Calls
As a result of the sourcing efforts, as a village we had flour to bake, and our volunteers – both
‘free’ and those isolating – got busy making cakes for the vulnerable.
In trying to make sure that everyone knew us and would reach out if they needed help, we
made sure that every house (580+) in the village received a treat, making sure that no-one felt
left out.
This was such a hit and such a great way of making connections with those who felt cut off, we
expanded to a 'Nice Surprises' round once a week, which dropped off a piece of cake and
provided an opportunity for a chat for those who hadn't seen anyone or those who were just
having a hard time.
We’ve continued this now, with 15 ‘rounds’ every 3 weeks, where volunteers have a few people
to visit, pass on a treat and well wishes, and just a quick check in to see that all is ok. This has
helped us anticipate upcoming challenges, provide support and make a
difference early.
Over 2000+ nice surprises have been handed out so far, and many came to rely
on it as a lifeline.
On occasion, the good neighbour delivering the treat would recommend a villager for some
extra attention or support, and would refer these people into the Scheme. We have a private list
of villagers on the Care Call list, who receive regular contact from us to check up and see if
there’s any way we can help. Some have been matched with a regular befriender where
appropriate, and these connections will continue on beyond the pandemic. Extra support can
be called upon when bereavements or other hard situations occur, as much or as little as is
preferred.
We’ve also introduced a system for any villagers feeling vulnerable, that they can have one of
our cards in their purse /wallet, our number in their phones and that we hold their emergency
information. In case of a crisis, the emergency services can let us know, and we can support
and inform the wider family as necessary.
We’re looking forward keenly to going back to having packed ‘Café & Company’ events in the
Village Hall when we’re allowed!

Holiday Hunger and sharing the Byfield Bounty
We were delighted to receive overflow food from Banbury Community Kitchen at Banbury
Mosque, which was supplemented by food packages from SOFEA, so we could offer practical
food support to families in the village, and those brought to our attention.
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Generous donations are made by the village at our local Co-op in our ‘Pink Pantry’ donation
box, and Morrisons also offer us products regularly.
We’ve been supporting some of the elderly with home-cooked meals from this produce, and
maintain a freezer of supplies which can be drawn upon, for example, if someone comes out of
hospital.
Christmas Lunches were pre-booked and prepared by FoodForHeroes a local charity. We
supplemented with extra treats and gifts for any who needed it.
Some families were relying on us so heavily that we undertook to support
them through the school summer holiday in 2020, and each family received
a hamper of food each week, tailored to their needs, all planned and
prepared by Karen.
She also innovated with 'Big Summer Survival' kits - cleaning stuff,
toiletries, suncream etc - items the families struggle to afford, each of which should last through
until the end of August. Each family with children also had activity kits suitable for each child's
interests, which kept them active and busy throughout.
We did a ‘Back-to-school’ package for the families in September, as well as Christmas
Hampers, and weekly support throughout #Lockdown3. This has wound down since April 2021,
but we’re available for short-term immediate help when necessary.
Some families have participated in a scheme to encourage homecooking. They receive recipe
cards, ingredients and support to try cooking items for scratch, and there's been some lovely
feedback such as this:
“I didn’t cook the meals from the recipe cards you gave me, as the boys were so excited seeing
the bag of ingredients that they wanted to do the cooking. There was no squabbling and they
cooked each of the meals during the week. It was great us all sitting down together, and the
boys felt proud that they had been able to cook something from scratch. The boys can’t wait for
the next lot of recipes!”
A small but popular 'Plant & Seed Exchange' begun in May 2020 also received the Karen
treatment when it came to its natural conclusion in the Autumn with a glut of home-grown
produce. A beautiful stall outside Karen's home on the High Street did a roaring trade, and
anyone in the village could leave their produce or freely benefit from the offerings.
We hope that this will come and go as a regular feature for the village from now on.
Prescriptions
Prescription collection was a standard task for Byfield Good Neighbours from the start, but once
the Surgery shut to non-essential visits, we had a daily round of deliveries to help reduce footfall
at the surgery building in Lockdown#1 & Lockdown#3.
Another advantage of this was ‘training’ villagers to accept deliveries safely, and of course,
providing an opportunity for a chat – some great new friendships have been made as a result.
Once the surgery re-opened, we are back to doing deliveries upon request, in total over 1800
prescriptions have been delivered.
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Share our Shed
One of the most popular innovations was ‘Share our Shed’.
This was where, for example, if you had a blocked drain suddenly in
lockdown, we put out a request, and whoever was able checked their
sheds for some drain unblocker, and a night-time ‘end of drive’ pickup
or delivery was arranged.
We’ve found metal detectors for a lost ring, half cans of varnish, ant spray, books for school
reading lists, maps for DoE expedition planning, to name but a selection.
The same message system expanded for people to offer items – such as unused bikes - or
request items such as use of a child’s easel and a deep pond to resoak a waterbutt! It has a
proved a great way of recycling and reusing items within the village, and again we’ll continue
this on.

Transport
Some villagers still needed help to go to the Surgery for appointments, so a select few of
volunteers undertook these journeys – sanitised and masked – to ensure that those villagers
still received their healthcare. In the Autumn, as normal services resumed, we were doing trips
to dentists, opticians and the hospitals. Since then, very many vaccination trips have been
happening in 2021.

Online Hub
Soon after #Lockdown 1, we saw that there was a need to support villagers in staying home,
and lots of great ideas were coming forward from all quarters on what Byfielders were doing or
could do.
We pooled these together into our website, www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com created in 2 days
by Robert Park and Rachel, which, as well as explaining the support we could provide, became
a village resource for fun and inspiration in the ‘Byfield Bunker’.
So much was happening on there, that we added a weekly newsletter for the rest of
#Lockdown1, explaining the situation for villagers, offering support and encouraging
participation in activities in Byfield and beyond.
Our ‘Remotely, Together’ section hosted weekly quizzes with prizes, ‘Scavenger hunts’ around
the village to do at your own pace, NN11 Nature which shared photos taken by villagers on their
walks around beautiful Byfield, supplemented by route maps and inspiration for getting out and
about locally.
Our Jigsaw Library – previously running at our Monthly Café &
Co events in the village hall - was a valuable resource for
villagers, and expanded to include family games, DVDs, and
books for adults and children. We had so many that the
Village Hall became the warehouse, and we made collections
and deliveries after quarantining the items in and out.
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Signposting
In addition to stepping in with practical help, one of the major pillars of
the Good Neighbours is helping villagers access support and assistance
that is available, both officially or via other charities. We have, during
the course of the last year, helped neighbours navigate the benefits system, access
professional psychological support, apply for and receive Covid support funds worth over £3500
village-wide.

Including everyone
It was important to us to include all ages, so from delicious Dorothy – 93! - who could help
young mums remotely if they’re struggling to invent a meal from their pantries to teenagers
delivering Nice Surprises and fixing IT queries – everyone has mucked in.
Self-isolating villagers and volunteers are still enabled to be included, for example, in sourcing
useful items for the wider group to deliver – eg printer paper, or board games (after a suitable
period of quarantine!) – or chatting to others in the same situation.
Distant family members were reassured by the existence of Byfield Good
Neighbours, and could practically support their loved ones by paying for their
shopping online with us, adding lovely thoughtful extras such as a bunch of
flowers. Other families organised special 90th birthday cakes through us, and
several supported our work financially.

Helping other villages or Mutual support groups
Supporting each other has gone beyond just within Byfield. Woodford Halse, our next door
neighbour, needed to set up their Good Neighbour Scheme quickly and we were able to help
with documentation and advice. We benefited from the food from Banbury Mosque and
supermarkets, and helped them in return by sourcing two freezers when theirs broke down on a
weekend.
Other organisations in the area have helped and been helped by Byfield Good Neighbours –
with their stores about to reach their expiry date, Canons Ashby have donated their Easter eggs
and cookies, which we were happy to share with the school children in Byfield, Woodford and
via the mosque.
Even the local pigs benefited from our efforts – if overflow produce was unusable for any other
purpose, they would have a nice teatime bonus !

Thanks
We’ve been amazed at the upwelling of support and the villagers have been comforted to know
that there is someone out there to turn to, as are their families stuck at a distance. Whilst it is
impossible to cite all the individuals who have helped someone else during this time, please find
yourselves included in the following :
The volunteers and generous local donors, including the Byfield Parish Council, have made this
all possible, and we thank you. A special mention must go to Rachel & Karen, without whom
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BGNS would not have achieved as much as it has. They have been ably supported by the rest
of the Steering Group, past and present members are : Diana Charters, Ian McAllister, Alison
Hurst and Helen Carter.
There have been lots of other informal help happening in the village as well of course. The
experience has really brought ‘community’ to the forefront of all of our minds, and - even if it
wasn’t ‘officially’ ‘Good Neighbours’ - Byfielders were ‘Great Neighbours’ and we all thank you
too.
The Northants Good Neighbour Schemes have been supported with money and guidance from
Daventry District Council and Northants ACRE. https://www.northantsacre.org.uk/
We’ve also been lucky to receive funds from the following :
•

National Lottery,

•

Tesco Bags of Help

•

HS2

•

DEFRA funding via Hope Centre Northampton

•

Western Power

We’ve been acknowledged county-wide by receiving a Community Champions Award from
Northants ACRE and a Rose of Northamptonshire Award from the High Sheriff of
Northamptonshire.

Byfield was always a great place to live, and now we’ve all come together to make
it even better – thank-you!

The Foodbank collections
Many thanks to all those of you who have made donations to the foodbank either in kind or by
donating on-line. The volunteer teams at Daventry and Banbury are extremely grateful. On
one occasion I apologized for not having as much as usual and they said what they really
appreciated was everyone’s commitment to sending food regularly. They are always waiting
for me when I drive up at the collection centre at Banbury and are standing at the back of the
car before I have got out!
We will be continuing to collect for a while longer as the need is still there particularly for those
who have lost their jobs due to Covid.
If anyone wants to get an idea of what they are short of, go to either website (below) and there
is a list of shortages. There is also a link if you would like to donate money.
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/ or https://www.daventryfoodbank.org.uk/
The collection points in the village are in the box at the Rectory and at 23 Banbury Road. The
boxes are emptied first thing every Thursday.
If you have any questions, please contact Lesley on 01327 264374 or 07941 328535
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Letter from the Rectory
Dear friends,
Have you lost a loved one, this past year? To the novel coronavirus which has
gone pandemic through our world, or to any of the other illnesses which afflict us?
Or have you lost employment, or business? Have things been tough, keeping bread on the
table, and household together?
Where do you find resources to cope at a time like this? In my experience the people who
suffer in this way have two things going for them - community and faith.
We talk a lot about community. Politicians do, clergy do. Often, it's little more than an aerosol
word - sprayed around more for its feeling than its meaning. It's a feelgood word. So we talk
about 'care in the community' or 'community policing' - often more a matter of pious hope than
reality. The truth is that affluence has made us live more to ourselves; we have become
neglectful of community. In country areas it often hangs by a thread, as all the places where
community is informally built - the post office, the village school, the country pub, the parish
church - have been allowed to atrophy or die. God be thanked that we retain all of these things
in Byfield, but let us nonetheless be mindful that we too neglect community too much.
Many of us still have, by and large, strong bonds of friendship and neighbourliness. We know
what it means to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. This will be a
most significant source of healing for those who have suffered the ravages of the COVID-19
pandemic, and for the years to come - because healing for these families will be a lifetime's
work.
And what of faith? English Christianity has been laid down over generations. It is not showy;
but it is deep in people, something to be called on when needed, and its immediate comforts are
not primarily intellectual. There will be a time for dealing with those sharp questions that all
seem to begin with, “Why?” - but not in the immediate face of the devastating. For religion is
not just cerebral, not just about beliefs. It also invites us to do something with our bodies as
well as our minds - it's about lighting a candle, sitting in a house of prayer, perhaps putting our
feelings into prayer. And it is about the practical working out of neighbourliness. Not finding
answers but sharing that perplexity and rage with one who knew our pain for himself, not at
some remote distance, but from the inside, as one of us.
As we head, now, into the end of summer and the hint of another autumn, we are to face, as a
locality and as a nation, a time of great challenge. How to rebuild much which has been broken
or damaged in our common life? How to rebalance the public finances? How to ‘stand ready’
should another great public crisis descend upon us?
Many shocks to the system. We will be disturbed further.
Where will you be placing your faith, my friends? Where will our community rediscover its
strength and potential? I pray that, together, we will find a better way, in the midst of our
distress.
Go well. Your pastor, priest and friend,
Paul
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The Lost Chord Singers
Byfield’s Community Choir

The choir singing at the community choirs showcase day in Rugby in April 2019
I wondered whether to include this photograph in this article, it seems such a long time ago, but
it brings back many happy memories of when we were able to sing together without a care in
the world. Hopefully we will again. With that in mind our dates for autumn are:
Monday 6th Sept, 7.30pm in ‘The Cross Tree’, Byfield
Singaround and socialise
A relaxed evening where we can reconnect and maybe sing a song or two, following a brief
AGM
Monday 13th Sept, 7.30-9.30pm Byfield Village Hall
New members are always welcome. The autumn term will see us practicing for our Christmas
concert which will be on Saturday 18th December.
Why join?- So that you can sing!
Why sing?- Choirs offer:
•
•
•
•

a fun focused activity with like-minded others
a great stress-buster which leaves you uplifted and energised
the buzz of co-operating with others to create an amazing sound
the chance to indulge – or discover – your love of singing

•

No need to be able to read music - all songs taught by ear.

Still not sure?

For more information contact:
Diana Charters 260113; Marilyn Lowe 261747
Ann Caldwell 260993; Pat Cannell 260483
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CHARITIES APPLICATION
NEED A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS AN UNEXPECTED
FINANCIAL NEED FOR YOURSELF OR A GROUP?

Then you fill in the form on this page and give it to one of the
Trustees listed. It would help if you can give a copy of a receipt or
quote. We try to help by giving at least some of the money you are
asking for and it comes in cheque form. Applications need to be in by
7th September.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Application Form for Funding
Do you wish to apply for funding for yourself?
Name -------------------------------------------------------------Address ----------------------------------------------------------- Phone ------------------

Someone else?
Name ------------------------------------------------------------Address -----------------------------------------------------------

A Byfield organisation?
Name of group --------------------------------------------------Applicant ----------------------------------------------------------- Phone --------------------

What is the funding for?

Signature ………………….. (Give or post to a trustee listed)
Byfield Combined Charities Trustees:
Chris Cross (Chairman), 28 Bell Lane … Rev. Paul Trathen, The Rectory, Church
St. … Christl Davis, 20 Westhorpe Lane … Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle … Pam
Hicks (Treasurer), 1 Edwards Close … Rosemary Johnson (Secretary), The
Corner House, 34 Bell Lane … Angela Weller, 18 Church St.
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Tea and Cakes!
Holy Cross Church is having two Tea and Cakes afternoons to
celebrate the lifting of Covid restrictions.
Sunday 1st August 2 – 4pm
Sunday 19th September 2 – 4pm
Cost is £2.50 and there will be a Tombola
Outside the church in a marquee
or inside if the weather is bad
We hope that you can join us

Boddington and District Gardeners’ Association
Affiliated to: Royal Horticultural Society &
National Vegetable Society

Fellow Gardeners
Are you aware that our community has a thriving and active Gardening Club?
Throughout the pandemic lockdown periods we have been continuing to meet via Zoom, to
hear speakers and exchange views and tips on all things ‘gardening’.
All being well, we will resume our monthly ‘live’ Club meetings in Boddington Village Hall on
Wednesday evening 22nd September at 7.30pm and thereafter on the fourth Wednesday of
each month. We aim to have a presentation with plant sales at our September meeting and
the opportunity to exchange views on what’s been happening in our gardens over recent
months.
We would be delighted to welcome new members, especially those of you who have
discovered a new or renewed interest in gardening during the months of isolation.
Please do join us on Wednesday 22nd September at 7.30pm, and feel free to bring a friend
or two of like-minded enthusiasts.
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Did you know that?
Interesting facts about the area we live in.

Walkabout Map
In this edition of The Byword we thought it would make a change to reprint a map of the village
of Byfield first compiled by M. Bosley, M. Lowe, C. Cross, S. Payne and R. Mallace in 1989. It
was intended to be part of a group of leisure walks in the area and was originally printed and
made available by Northamptonshire Leisure and Libraries. Hopefully you may still find it useful
for a walk around the village, looking for some of the places that are significant in the history of
this village.
The fascinating thing about history is that we are making it every day and consequently it
becomes a fluid and changing set of facts. So it is with some of the facts laid out in this
document and it is interesting to see what has changed in the intervening 42 years and what
has remained much the same.
On the left of the map is a list of street names and their origins and many of these were also the
names of Charities operating in the village, the majority now being defunct. Only Causeway and
Poors Piece remain (both names of fields which were rented and monies used for charity
purposes). In their turn they have now become part of Byfield Combined Charities which
operate with interest accrued from the sale of the fields. Consequently, the quaint custom of
bidding for rent of the fields in the Cross Tree and described in No.10 no longer exists.
Other streets which have come into being in recent years are Curgenven Close (named after a
Rector from the past; Hutt’s Close (the family who had a farm house in that area); Whitecroft
(the name of the Farm House in the locality lived in by the Thompson family); Clock Meadow
(field in Farndon Road which provided enough capital to pay whoever went up the tower to wind
the church clock on a regular basis) and Farebrother Close (named after farmers who owned
Pitwell Farm in the 18th and 19th centuries and which is located on the Priors Marston Road).
No.3 The Conservative Club (known by many as the ‘Con Club’) was at the end of the 20 th
century a popular drinking place for many villagers, regardless of politics, but was then
converted into a more modern drinking establishment. Unfortunately this did not last as long as
hoped and it is now owned privately.
The New Burial Ground off the Farndon Road is not now as new as when this map was printed
and is filling up fast! What we didn’t mention at the time is that it is located on the site of what
was Byfield Railway Station and adjacent Wood Yard.
Although the sites of the tennis courts and bowls green are marked, the pavilion now used by
them (The Russell Pavilion) had not yet been built and neither had the Cricket Pavilion at the
bottom of Brightwell Field.
The Congregational Church, located on the Green opposite the Village Hall, has since been
converted into a stylish modern house owned by Councillor Barbara Ridyard.
Byfield Post Office, which was then opposite the Fiveways Petrol Station in the home of Barbara
Daniels (postmistress) has moved back down to its former home and integrated into what is
now the Co-operative Stores.
The Old Bell Inn was turned into a residential home for the elderly but sadly closed recently and
no trace is left of the Methodist Chapel opposite the school.
Much of the history mentioned in the map still holds true but much has evolved even over the
years since its publication in 1989. Go for a walk and see if you can spot any more changes!
C.C.
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Historic Churches Sponsored Ride and Stride

It’s that time of year again! Now will you be on foot, on two wheels or on four legs this year?
Any of those modes of transport are welcome on the Sponsored Ride and Stride which this year
is on Saturday, 11th September. Churches in Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire
will be participating as usual and will mostly be open between 10am and 6pm.
If you would like to take part please contact me and I will let you have the list of participating
churches along with your sponsor form or you can go on line at www.nhct.org.uk to check out
the details.
You don’t have to give up a whole day - perhaps a morning or an afternoon. It is a good
opportunity to visit neighbouring churches – Chipping Warden church is very interesting and
always have a wonderful spread of food!!
The money raised is shared equally between the Historic Churches Trust and the church
nominated by you. Last year William Smith and Rupert Saunders made an amazing contribution
to the funds: I wonder if we can raise as much, if not more this year!
We have received grants from the Trust for Holy Cross Church, as have St Mary’s, Woodford
Halse to help them with the cost of replacing the roof. It is a very worthwhile cause that helps
with the maintenance and repair of the fabric of these very old buildings in our villages.
We also need people who would be willing to sit in Holy Cross Church for an hour or so to sign
visiting cyclists/walkers/riders in. Please let me know if you would be willing to do that.
Lesley Palmer 01327 264374 or email lep23a@gmail.com

Harvest Supper
September 12th, 6pm in Village Hall
Cold buffet and desserts (bring your own favourite drink)

£7:00 adults
£3:00 for school age children
Sale/Auction of Homemade/grown food
Raffle
Donations for auction and raffle are welcome
N.B. Harvest Service will be at Holy Cross at 11am on 12th September
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Tickets available from Chris Cross 01327 260764 or Pam Hicks 01327 261257

Byfield Parish Council
The Parish Council has its own website www.www.byfield-pc.gov.uk where all agendas, minutes
and useful documents can be seen. The Parish Council normally meets on the second Thursday
of the month in the meeting room of the village hall starting at 1930 hrs. Members of the press
and public are always welcome to attend. We will continue to follow Government guidelines on
social distancing, hand sanitizing and masks.
Chairman’s Report
If you are moving away then farewell and thank you for being part of our community. If you are
new to Byfield then welcome, we are sure this will become a happy and fulfilling place to live for
you.
Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on graves
and that plot edging is not permitted.
Please do not put plastic, cellophane, metal or other non-compostable materials such as florists
‘oasis’, plant pots and sachets of cut flower food into the compost bins. Things such as holly and
ivy are also better going into the dustbin since they can take years to decompose.

Allotments
Councillor Lindsay Clark continues to maintain and manage the area and we now follow a policy
of sub dividing the bigger plots into more manageable sized areas. The Allotments continue to
look well-tended and it is lovely to see the smaller plots being used.
To rent an allotment please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk .Byfield Parishioners have
priority on the waiting list.

Environment
Now summer has arrived it is important to ensure that our roadside hedges and planting is
trimmed back to avoid blocking the pavement of risking injury to passers-by from thorns or rogue
branches.
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise
maintain public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one
should place themselves at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any
exclusive rights of access or ownership to a piece of land.
We welcomed children, staff and parents from Byfield Primary School to our
meeting on June 17th and were interested to hear their views on local environmental issues and
the playground. Parishioners’ views are an important part of the work of the Council and while it
is not always possible to meet requests immediately we are always very happy to listen.

Communications and Social Media
Our Facebook page continues to be an effective way of communicating with parishioners. Thank
you to all who follow us and for your ongoing comments and contributions that help us keep
Byfield the wonderful place to live that it is.
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Facebook – please follow @byfieldparishcouncil
Website – please go to our website www.www.byfield-pc.gov.uk
Ways to contact us:
Our Facebook page allows for Parishioners to contact us directly via Facebook Messenger, and
we try to respond to every message we receive as quickly and thoroughly as possible. Our email
addresses can also be found on the website, where there is also an option to complete an online
form.

HS2 and Highways
Cllr Crowshaw acts as our liaison with HS2 contractors. We will continue to post occasional
updates of significance or importance to Byfield on our website but also encourage villagers to
find much more information, and personalize what they receive, from the HS2 website. We await
the installation of further SIDs (Speed Indicator Devices) and are considering if we can achieve
any further reductions in traffic speed particularly on the southern stretch of the A361 for vehicles
both entering and leaving the village. The number of construction sites in our general area
continues to grow and of course the Chipping Warden site will eventually have a huge concrete
production unit as well as accommodation and ancillary services for 500 or 600 workers.
If you have a question about HS2 or their works, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081
434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

Brightwell Recreation Ground - Playground
We have been pleased to hear positive feedback about the maintenance from families who
regularly use the playground however we have also had complaints about vandalism and dog
owners who allow their dogs to foul the area. There is very good
provision of bins for general waste as well as dog waste and there is
no reason for any dog mess to be left uncollected. The petty vandalism
is unfortunate as the cost of repairs has to be met from the Parish
Council Budget and that means fewer funds for further development.
We hope to continue to improve the existing equipment as well as
introducing some adult fitness apparatus in the future and this will require careful budgeting.
Footpaths
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code, pick up after you dog,
leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.

Lights and Utilities
Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any faulty light - email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park
We now have a fine show of weeds in Pocket Park brought on by ample rain and occasional
sunshine. You may have noticed that some areas of the village were looking rather 'shaggy'
during May. This is because we were following guidelines to help wildflowers, in 'No Mow May'. I
think all areas have now been mowed again.
By the time you read this, 2 stalwart volunteers will have used scythes to cut long grass and
nettles in the meadow next to the overflow graveyard. This was to try to avoid some wildflowers
which are starting to become established in there. They will now be able to set seed, and we
should get more next year. It was also very encouraging to find a toad whilst raking up the grass.
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We have restarted our Pocket Park Volunteers again, meeting at 10.00 at the carpark by Pocket
Park, on the second Thursday of the month. Cake and hot drinks are provided. Come along and
meet our friendly group or get in touch with Pom Boddington pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk
You can do as much or as little as you like.
There has been a nationwide call to plant a tree to commemorate the Queen's Platinum
anniversary this year. We are hoping to be able to do so.
On a less positive note, the hexagonal bench near the allotments has been damaged, resulting
in one section of it being removed, and needing costly repairs. It's such a shame when this
happens. We try to keep the area looking nice for walkers and families. We certainly have enough
to spend our budget on, without running repairs.

Planning
Yet again at the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing
remains under consideration by West Northants Council and we await further news. At the
Planning Committee meeting on 15th January 2020 DDC opted to defer a decision requesting
further work be done on the significant Highways objections and elements of the design and
appearance of the proposed development. The Parish Council remains very conscious that this
is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally important that we continue to take an overview
to ensure that any planning permission produces the best possible outcome for everyone in the
parish. In particular, those who are directly affected by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians,
parents with buggies and others with mobility impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways
junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•

WND/2021/0206 – 19 Westhorpe Lane – Demolition of conservatory and construction of
single storey rear extension

•

WND/2021/0185 – 14 Greenwood Close – Alterations, extension and subsequent
conversion of single dwelling to two semi-detached dwellings

•

WND/2021/0069 Morgans Orchard Whitecroft Lane – Lawful development certificate for
construction of proposed new outbuilding to house swim spa and hot tub

•

DA/2021/0301 – Former Farols site Boddington Road – alteration to plots 1,2 , and 3 to
allow roof space to be used for additional bedroom space

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at the Daventry office of West Northants
Council. The advice they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds
as quickly as possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they
have any concerns, these can be discussed.

John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council
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Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
(or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com)

_________________________________________________________________

COUNCILLORS – from 6th MAY 2021
NAME

TELEPHONE
AREAS OF INTEREST
e-mail address
_________________________________________________________________________
John Gillic
28 Banbury Lane

01327 262917
j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council CHAIRMAN
Burial Ground
Closed churchyard
Village hall trustee
Website/FB – pro tem

Sally Boddington
31 Bell Lane

01327 263745
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park
Allotments
Environment

Lindsay Clark
39 Lovett Road

not available
lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com

Allotment co-ordinator
Rights of Way (part)

Santon Crowshaw
High Street

not available
Highways incl HS2
santon.crowshaw@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Christl Davis
01327 261504
20 Westhorpe Lane christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Council Property incl Trees
Street lights
Charities trustee

Barbara Ridyard
The Old Chapel
The Green

01327 612482
barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Playground
Planning

Simon Shepherd
19 The Twistle

01327 262177
simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

General maintenance

West Northants Councillor - Rupert Frost, The Hall, Manor Road, Staverton NN11
Tel: 01327 700198 e-mail Rupert.Frost@westnorthants.gov.uk

Would you like to be a councillor?
The Council has TWO vacancies – it can have up to 9 councillors.
Anyone wishing to be considered for co-option needs to apply to the Clerk, with
perhaps some reasons why they wish to become a Parish Councillor.
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Byfield and District Branch of the Royal British Legion
Danny Fewins, our Chair, held his first meeting with members on
Monday 7th June 2021 at 20:00 in Byfield Village Hall.
We are going to try resurrecting holding an alternate month’s meeting in one of the other district
villages in future months. A full list of meeting dates and venues will be on our web page in due
course and will also be sent out or emailed out to all members. The next meeting will be
Monday 2nd August 2021 in Byfield Village Hall at 8pm, with hopefully September’s meeting
taking place in Woodford Halse.
As it is the 100th centenary of the Royal British Legion we would like to hold 1 to 2 local events
that help celebrate its longevity and successes. We have been advised that all Legion activities
can now be resumed in accordance with local COVID guidelines.
The first planned event is a BBQ on Sunday 15th August 2021 which will be held at Byfield
School, the grounds and hall being kindly made available to us. It is felt that this is an ideal
occasion to reinvigorate the Branch’s involvement within the community, and in line with the
National RBL Great Poppy Party theme. Please do pop along and support the event, even if
only for an hour or two. ALL ARE WELCOME with a suggested and welcomed donation for any
food / drink enjoyed. Start time still to be finalised (likely 12 noon) so please watch out for
posters and / or updates on our website.
There will be more on the annual Poppy Appeal
and the second community planned event for 2021,
being the Annual Quiz to be held on Friday 26th
November 2021, in the next issue of the Byword.
Danny thanks the present committee for all their
hard work up to the start of the pandemic, and is
asking for new members to now come forward and
help keep the branch alive. We also need more
people to help form a fully functioning committee.
Alan Bailey, having served the branch for many years as Secretary, will be standing down in the
near future, and a successor for Alan is needed. The role is not arduous if there is a full
committee. It involves hall bookings for meetings, liaising with the Chair, and general
management and organisational matters. Our Membership Secretary, Graham, will temporarily
combine this role with his for the short term.
Another additional committee role that needs filling is the Welfare Officer responsible for
accessing legion funds available if anyone contacts us and asks for assistance.
Anyone that can spare some time to help out with any RBL branch activities will be very
welcome even if you feel that you cannot or do not wish to be on the committee or even become
a member. Please contact either Danny Fewins, Chair, on 07429 140967, email to
daniel.fewins@outlook.com, or Graham Pattenden, Membership Secretary via email:
Byfield.MemSecretary@rbl.community for a chat.
We look forward to seeing you at the August BBQ. Our website (search for RBL Byfield) and
Facebook page are there for you and please remember ALL are welcome at Byfield & District
RBL - you don't have to be ex-service to be part of this organisation, both men and women are
Members of the Byfield & District RBL - and there are no age limits.
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Sadly still no Rising Stars and the Little Angels had their hopes crushed!
It was decided after the Government announcement in June that it would be unwise to re-open
Little Angels. With the rise in numbers in our local area and closures of classes in several local
schools it was probably the right thing to do. Let us hope that it will be possible to restart in
September.
The end of May brings the Festival of Pentecost when we celebrate the coming of the Holy
Spirit to the disciples and the Church’s birthday! Our church families received an activity bag
with a cupcake for each child, icing and a candle to put together to make a ‘birthday cake’. You
will see that the children have used the icing to make a ‘dove’, one of the symbols we associate
with the Holy Spirit. They also received some bubble mixture with glycerine to use in the making
of giant bubbles to remind them of the ‘rushing mighty wind’ that blew into the room where the
disciples were waiting for God’s Holy Spirit.

Laurie’s cake

Ruby’s cake

Olivia’s cake

There were whizzing balloons, traffic light lollies – the disciples were now ‘green’ to go! – and
nasturtium seeds to plant.
The Festival of St Peter and St Paul comes at the end of June: last year we concentrated on
Peter so this year it was the turn of Paul. The story was about his blinding, conversion and the
message the Jesus had for him: the young people had a Morse code message to ‘decode’ and
were asked to list everything they did in a day and then cross out all the things that needed
electricity that they could not do as they would be ‘powerless’ as Paul was.
Paul travelled for thousands of miles taking the story of Jesus death and resurrection across
what is now Turkey, Greece and all the way to Rome. In many places people disagreed with
Paul and tried to arrest him or even kill him: on one occasion he had to be lowered out of a
window in a basket in order to escape. The bag included a template and some raffia to weave a
basket. Also in the bag was a boat to make, an origami
boat to try and a sailing boat biscuit to decorate and
enjoy! On his final journey to Rome, to be tried in front
of Caesar, he was escorted by a Roman Centurion:
there was a Centurion helmet to make. During a
violent storm Paul was shipwrecked, swimming ashore
to land on Malta. There, when lighting a fire he was
bitten by a poisonous snake: it amazed the people that
he did not die, his hand did not even swell. There was
a coiled, twirling snake to colour and hang up.
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Freya, Arthur and Hector with their cakes

Big Breakfast
It’s back!
Big Breakfast will be re-starting in September.
Dates for 2021/2022 are:
September 4th 10am – 1pm (Please note new start time) and last orders 12.30pm
October 2nd 10am – 1pm
November 6th 10am – 1pm
December 4th 10am – 1pm
February 5th 10am – 1pm
March 5th 10am – 1pm

Same great food
Same great price (£7 and £3 for children)
Same great company

Come and join us!
Byfield 2nd Tuesday Group
It will be good to be back….
2nd Tuesday Group is another name for Byfield Over 60s Club as it allows for anyone of any age
to come along to a meeting on the afternoon of the 2 nd Tuesday in the month.
The monthly meetings will return from September when the programme will be –
14th September
12th October
9th November
14th December

Desert Island Castaway
Tax, Care and ‘the new guy’
Money matters for the
more mature
The Local Home Guard
Christmas lunch

Rev’d Paul Trathen

Silvertime Legal
Chris Bazeley

Meetings will be in the village hall – 1.45pm for a 2pm start.
No subscriptions for 2021 for those who paid in 2020 but a small charge per meeting to cover
tea/coffee and biscuits and room hire. Free raffle 4 times a year.
For any more information please contact either Rosemary Johnson on 261327 or Angela Weller
on 260022.
24

Byfield Tennis Club
Children’s holiday sessions every Monday in August.
Further details and times from Peter Cowley on 07539
244155. Also contact Peter for information about junior
and adult coaching.
Want to improve? Come to our novice practice
sessions. These run on Saturday mornings 9-10.30
am.
If you are interested in joining Byfield TC contact
Suzette.waterhouse@gmail.com

Do you play Bridge?
Would you like to play with a group of
relaxed players from surrounding
villages?
We play in the back room at The
Maltsters in Badby every Thursday
afternoon.
We play to enjoy the afternoon and
each other’s company.
No fee…
Join us….. (Jan Cooper 01327 702833)

Flower Arrangers
Holy Cross Church is in need of volunteers to join the team of
people who decorate the church with lovely
flower arrangements.

Why did they ask the chicken to
join the band?
She had the drumsticks!

If you would like to get involved with this
Activity then please contact AnnCodling
on 260602 and she can explain the
details.
Thank you

Do chickens use fowl language?

Christina Howkins-Griffiths
Children and Young People’s Counsellor
BEd, PG Dip CCYP, MBACP

Counselling sessions available in Byfield and
Banbury for Children and Young People from
5 to 25 years.
“Exploring life’s challenges with kindness and
compassion.”
07743 418099
Facebook: Christina HG Counselling
Christinahgcounselling.co.uk

Byfield Organisations
I plan to put details of village organisations
eg what they are, when they meet and
where etc. in the next edition of the
Byword.
Hopefully village life will be back to normal
by then.
If you wish to have your organisation’s
details included then please send them to
me at pamhicks@uwclub.net
Thank you

I’ve got an orange body and a
green hat and I sound like a
parrot. What am I?
A carrot!
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Diary for the Fiveways Benefice of
Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford Halse
For August and September 2021
.
Services are subject to change if Covid-19 announcements are made.

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 1st August
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington
9.30am Family Worship at Eydon
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
6pm BCP Evening Prayer at Aston le
Walls

Sunday 5th September
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington
9.30am Family Worship at Eydon
10am Holy Communion at Woodford Halse
6pm BCP Evening Prayer at Aston le Walls
Sunday 12th September
9.30am Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Harvest Service and Holy Communion at
Byfield
6pm BCP Evening Prayer at Boddington

8th

Sunday
August
9.30am Holy Communion at Aston le
Walls
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Holy Communion at Byfield
6pm BCP Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 19th September
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon
10am Holy Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield

15th

Sunday
August
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
11am Holy Communion at Woodford
Halse
Sunday 22nd August
10am Benefice Holy Communion at Aston
le Walls

Sunday 26th September
10am Benefice Holy Communion at Byfield

Sunday 29th August
10am Benefice Holy Communion at
Boddington

Website - http://fivewaysbenefice.churchdesk.com/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/5WaysChurches

Sunday Evenings

Twitter - https://twitter.com/5_churches

Revd. Paul and Lesley will be
continuing the Zoom evening services
every Sunday at 6pm.
If you would like to join us then please
email Lesley for an invitation.
lep23a@gmail.com

Bereavements
We offer our condolences to the family and
friends of:
Maggie Mansell RIP
John Tucker RIP
Dorothy Lewis RIP
Peter Gibson RIP

The deadline for the next Byword
(October/November) is 5th September.
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