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Thank You
The NHS, Home Carers, Bell Lodge Staff, Byfield Good Neighbours, Byfield
Medical Centre, Byfield Co-op, Spar & Petrol Station, Cross Tree, Postmen,
Dustmen, Byfield Community group on Facebook and everyone who has
helped us through these difficult times.

Magazine and Parish Information
A magazine published by Holy Cross Church, Byfield, for all the residents in the village. The magazines
are issued in February, April, June, August, October and December. Contributions are always welcome:
copy to the Editor by the first Sunday of the preceding month, please.
Editor:
Advertising:
Distribution:

Miss Pam Hicks (pamhicks@uwclub.net)
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261596
Tel: 261596

Parish Church of Holy Cross:
Rector
Revd. Stevie Cross until 30.8.2020
Lay Reader
Mrs Lesley Palmer
Churchwardens:
Mrs Chris Cross, 28 Bell Lane
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 260204
Tel: 264374
Tel: 260764
Tel: 261596

Hon. Treasurer:
Deputy Treasurer:

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261725

Miss Pam Hicks, 1 Edwards Close
Mrs Diana Charters

Baptisms, Banns, Marriages, Funerals: Contact Revd. Stevie Cross as above
Choir Practice:
Organist:
Choir Mistress:

Wednesdays at 7.00pm.

Bell ringing Practice:
Tower Captain:

Fridays at 7.30pm but suspended at present due to Covid-19
Mr James Grennan
Tel: 261596

Mrs Alison Buck (alisonbuck1@hotmail.co.uk)

Tel: 260977

Methodist Church:
Minister:

Revd. Lin Francis (bancir@outlook.com)

Tel: 01295 262602

R.C. Church of the Sacred Heart, Main Street, Aston le Walls:
Parish Priest:

Father James Evans, The Presbytery, Aston le Walls
until 23.8.2020

Stagecoach (Banbury)
TRANSCO Gas
Anglian Water
Thames Water (sewers)
Environment Agency Floodline
Powergen (general)
(emergencies)
E.ON
Western Power
Samaritans – free national
Samaritans – Banbury

Useful Telephone Numbers
Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
Rural Wheels
01327 263627/260878
Byfield School
01327 260349
Byfield Nursery
01327 264230
Daventry District Council
01327 871100
Or www.daventrydc.gov.uk/

Daventry Library
Police (non-emergency)
Fire Headquarters
Ambulance Headquarters
Horton Hospital
N’pton Gen Hospital
Danetre Hospital
Rugby Hospital

Tel: 01295 660592

0300 1261000
03000 111222
01604 797000
01604 230555
01295 275500
01604 634700
01327 708800
01788 572831

01865 772250
0800 111 999
0800 771 881
0845 9200 800
0845 9881188
08455 191523
0800 056 8090
0904 545 0286
0800 6783 105
116123
01295 270000

To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

Byfield Good Neighbours would
like to say a massive

thank-you
to the whole of Byfield for your
support and neighbourliness
during these difficult times.

Whilst the C-word super-charged our
activities, BGN will continue to support all
Byfielders in all sorts of ways.
We can help with :

Shopping
Collecting prescriptions
Friendship and company
We can get in touch with you regularly, or you can call us on 01327 227000.
If you have a problem or issue, you can turn to us, and if we can’t help, we’ll
find you someone who can.
We remain ready to reboot the full support if a second surge emerges, but, at the time of
writing, coming out of Lockdown, we had delivered over 1700 prescriptions, and 600 lots
of shopping, not to mention papers, emergency ‘shed-shares’ and solving lots of other
problems for villagers. Every house in the village will have been offered a Nice Surprise,
so hopefully no-one has felt forgotten. We’re continuing to support those for whom the
crisis has bought additional financial pressures, and will do throughout the school
summer holidays.
The situation added to Byfield’s nice things too – the jigsaw exchange and the Byfield
Plant and Seed Exchange we hope will continue, as will the website - a great resource,
which will continue to evolve. Check out the ‘Made in Byfield’ page to support local
producers.
We don’t know whether we’ll have restarted our Café, if so, we hope to have met you all
properly. If not, when we do, why not come along and meet some of the people that you
‘virtually know’?
Finally, for all those who have donated money and time into making the Good
Neighbours such a fantastic support, we are deeply grateful.

ByfieldGNS@gmail.com
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01327 227000

Byfield School Update
What a year we have had so far! It was only 5 months ago that Ofsted
visited the School and rated it Good with Outstanding features. They
particularly praised the leadership of our Headteacher, and the way the
School supports pupils' personal development: building their character,
developing them as well-rounded individuals and supporting their mental
wellbeing. All of these have proved particularly important in more recent
months, as Coronavirus dramatically changed the way the School
operates.
As the country went into shutdown, the School remained open for 24
pupils. This included children whose parents are key workers, enabling them to continue their
vital jobs. And it remained open during two half terms, the Easter break and numerous bank
holidays in order to continue that support. Simultaneously, teachers have provided imaginative
workpacks, video challenges and encouragement to all those pupils learning at home, to enable
them to keep learning and feel part of the School family. Staff have adapted brilliantly to
completely new ways of working, and coped with a mountain of new guidelines and risk
assessment requirements.
Throughout all of this, Byfield School has remained a happy and fun place. Pupils have taken
part in a writing competition, reading challenges, maths challenges, and a brilliant Sports Day
involving children completing various physical challenges at home. The School is now open to
a greater number of pupils, with 70 children (72% of the school's total) currently attending, and
the government has indicated that all pupils will be returning to school in September.
As Chair of Governors I am so proud of how Byfield School has risen to the enormous
challenges it has faced. I want to thank the pupils and parents, who have coped amazingly with
such big changes. I want to thank the Headteacher, David Hibbert, who has steered the School
through these difficult times calmly and brilliantly. And I want to thank every single member of
School staff - I am in awe of the amazing jobs you do.
Sarah Burke
Chair of Governors, Byfield School

I recently received the following email:
I am a former resident of Byfield. I used to live at 31 Lovett Road until 1972, when I left
for Bermuda. I lived next door to Rex Partridge, who was Byfield's Postman until his
retirement.
I taught Sunday School 1964/66.
My brother, Joseph Steel, now lives in Woodford.
Currently, I am a volunteer learning support tutor at Bermuda Institute a private Christian
school and I am an Elder at Southampton SDA Church in Bermuda.
I have read the Byword online and I am trying to establish contact with anyone who
remembers me.
God bless you. Elder Barry Fraser email: barryfraser23@yahoo.com
Pam
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Keeping in touch with our church families during lockdown!
Each Sunday from the beginning of lockdown a story, suggested related activities
and sometimes a prayer and a link to a song have been emailed to each of the
families in the Benefice who either come to one of our Café Churches, to Little
Angels or to Rising Stars.
Feedback was requested after the first month which was very worthwhile. Families
were struggling to keep up with schoolwork, Brownies, Cubs etc receiving a great
deal by email so something ‘concrete’ would be welcome!
SO ….. for Easter, Ascension, Pentecost and the Feast of St Peter and St Paul each
family has received an activity bag rather than the email with contents linked to the
story – for example at Pentecost the children were challenged to make a
pinwheel(rushing wind!), a dove and some ‘flame biscuits’ and in the bag was a
‘whizzing’ balloon for each older child and an ordinary balloon for the younger ones.
For Ascension Day the children received a flowerpot each with a bag of compost
and sunflower seeds to see if they could ‘grow’ their sunflower up to heaven: to be
measured in September! There was also a gingerbread Jesus for them to decorate
and eat.
For St Peter and St Paul the challenge was to make a ‘junk’ boat like the one Paul
sailed in, to construct a Magic fishing game because Peter was a fisherman, and to
ice a ‘fish’ biscuit(biscuit provided!)
You can see the results of their efforts in the photographs!
Congratulations to Deanna who completed the village ‘Treasure hunt’ set for
Ascension Day. Once the clues were solved, the sentence read, ‘Jesus went up to
heaven.’ Deanna and Alistair’s pansies that they planted at Rising stars are
blooming – hopefully some of the others are too.
I have enjoyed delivering the bags as it is an opportunity to chat with the families –
at a distance – something we are rarely able to do, as life is such a rush, especially
with children.
LP

Polly and Eddie with
prayer spiral and cloud.
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Arthur and Freya
with biscuits.

Millie planting sunflower
seeds
Catherine and David
icing their biscuits.

You can see these pictures in colour
on the Parish Council website at:
www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk

Planting sunflower seeds
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Alistair and Deanna fishing
Freya and Theo’s sunflowers

The story of the Trinity
seemed a little tricky for the
younger children, so we
looked at the story of Peter
healing the lame man.
David and Catherine fishing

Millie with her ‘lame man’

Deanna completing her ‘village hunt’
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Millie with her dove and windmill

David

Catherine

Well done to all the children!
You can see these pictures in
colour on the Parish Council
website at:
www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk

*******
An old Byfielder, John Russell BEM, celebrated his sixtieth
Wedding anniversary with his wife Jill late in July 2020 AND
they have lived in the same house all that time too. John and
Jill met at a dance in Eydon Village Hall.
John’s father met his wife in Eydon too but that was in the
orangery of The Big House! John and Jill were dancing foxtrots
and tangos, but his father and mother were waltzing,
quadrilling and “doing the lancers”; there’s over a hundred
years’ of history in one anniversary.
We offer them our congratulations.
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Royal British Legion
You’ll have guessed that there has been little change since our entry in
The Byword’s June/July edition, with our activities as described therein
continuing. By now we had hoped that we would all be back to normal but
as I write, I’m not so sure. Being positive, in anticipation of a brighter future when you read this,
we might have had our first pub lunch for ages; the one before was in the “Cross Tree” on 26 th
February. If that’s the case, then it means on Tuesday 4 th August we’ll be having our first
Branch Meeting since “lockdown”; ALL ARE WELCOME (for £1 per head).
Please check our Web site’s “Notices” page for its time and place, just search for Byfield
Legion. If you come along, of course we’ll try to recruit you - for an extra £17 per year. Whatever
we do will also be announced on Facebook (www.facebook.com/byfield.britishlegion.1). If you
are not a social media user, we ARE on the ‘phone. Just dial 01327 260093 or 260590 for a
chat.
Our monthly get-togethers in a nearby hostelry have proved more popular than our meetings,
and you are welcome to those too. There will be one on Wednesday 26 th August, then a Branch
Meeting in Byfield Village Hall on Monday 7th September, with that month’s lunch on the 30th.
We do hope to “do” something for VJ+75 Day on 15th August but as yet have not discussed
what. If you have any suggestions, or there’s anything you would like to know about this or that,
please use the contact methods set-out above. However, planning further ahead,
Remembrancetide and Poppy Appeal time in the autumn approaches, all too rapidly.
As you know this year marks 75 years since the end of the Second World War. So, we’d like to
make our ceremony on Sunday 8th November a little more special by having more wreaths to
lay, to emphasise that ALL those who fought for us then, before, and since, are not forgotten.
Therefore:

WILL YOU SPONSOR a POPPY WREATH?
THE WREATH TO BE LAID ON YOUR VILLAGE’S WAR MEMORIAL
EITHER BY YOU OR AN RBL MEMBER
There are a wide range of wreaths that can be ordered in exchange for a donation.
Our selection of wreaths, along with their suggested donations, are detailed below…

Type A (7") £10 Type B (17") £17 Type C (17") £19 Type D (21") £15 Type E (17") £15

Type F (17") £20 Type G (18") £50 Type J (17") £25 Type K (17") £25 Type L (10") £12
Please contact Chris (01327 261778) or Alan (01327 260590) or Terry (01327 260093)
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Byfield Village Hall during Covid lockdown
Byfield Village Hall has effectively been shut since the start of
lockdown in mid-March and at this stage it is impossible to say when
anything like normal activities will re-commence.
During this period the only significant use of the Hall was made by
NHS Blood & Transplantation in May for a blood donation session, an essential activity that has
to be maintained. That means our income has almost dwindled to nil while many of our
overheads such as utilities, insurance and licences continue. However, our Treasurer, Pat
Cannell maintains a healthy balance sheet and can cope for the present. Heating is a major
cost in the cold months, so it is fortunate now to be in summer. Our redoubtable cleaner has
continued to keep the Hall in pristine condition and while the Hall is not in use, has been able to
do additional spring cleaning.
At the time of writing the daily death rate in England from Covid is around 20 per day and the
weekly overall death rate is lower than the 5-yearly average. The fear of a second spike and
localised outbreaks means the outlook nationally and for us is uncertain. We have been
bombarded with recommendations specifically aimed at Village Halls. These are demanding in
terms of distancing, policing and cleaning. We would not be able to comply. We cannot mark
out the floor, the Committee cannot police the Hall during events and it would be impossible for
our cleaner to ‘deep clean’ after every event. So, we have to wait.
As Chairman and Bookings Secretary I have provisionally accepted two private events, one in
September and one in October. Further ahead the Royal British Legion have demonstrated
their traditional positive outlook in booking the Hall for their annual quiz night on Friday 27
November. I have two non-village organisations competing for a date next April so we have to
look to the future with some optimism and if you are like-minded please get in touch. I can take
provisional bookings but will make plain that it will depend on the situation at the time and the
risk has to be borne by those attending. Members of the Management Committee are the
Trustees responsible for the Hall and we cannot be held responsible for illness or death. A notouch hand sanitiser dispenser has been installed just inside the main entrance with further
hand-pump dispensers elsewhere.
I have contacted all our regular users and most are in no hurry to return. I may post information
on the door to the Hall and on the website (www.byfieldvillagehall.org.uk) but if you have
questions about future bookings please get in touch.
We do have some positive news to report. Most readers will be
aware that the Chairman exercised poor judgement in allowing a
Halloween Party last October. The party was gatecrashed,
probably as a result of careless chatter on Facebook and
undesirables inflicted wanton damage on our property
amounting to nearly £1000. That has all been repaired, the
main cost being three new doors. The youngsters who hired the Hall accepted responsibility, as
all hirers are required to do, according to our conditions of hiring, and approximately 80% of the
total bill has now been settled. I am confident that it will be paid in full in due course.
Further refurbishments to improve the Hall are in the planning stage. Pat Cannell, our hard
working Treasurer has been busy during lockdown making applications for grants to fund the
work and her current attention is directed to the funds that are potentially on offer to
communities inconvenienced by the HS2 construction. It is many decades since the glory days
of Byfield amateur dramatics on that stage, but I feel the ghosts still linger. The Thespians are
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unlikely to return any time soon but the area is much in need of improvement as it is often in use
for musical events. The back-stage area used for storage is a mess. We wish to improve the
stage lighting and that in the Main Hall. Alterations are planned for the storage room at the far
end of the Side Annex together with new carpet for the Side Annex. We hope to improve
access to the loft area, again for easy storage and could lay down more loft insulation that can
attract a grant. Perhaps further down the line, new more comfortable chairs could be
considered.
I will be happy to answer any queries.
Richard Corbett, Chairman Byfield Village Hall Management Committee
byfield.calendar@gmail.com
01327 260180 or 07780678996

*******

An appeal for help!
CLASP is a community archaeological charity based at Nether Heyford where we have a field centre that
holds our working base and archaeological archive store. Having this facility has provided us with a focal
point for our members, the majority who come from the local area, to meet and work all through the
year. Many of our members are elderly and find this activity an important part of their life, something
they can ill – afford to lose.
Our two current archaeological fieldwork sites are a post Roman cemetery at Nether Heyford and the
Romano-British town of Bannaventa that straddles the Watling Street to the east of Daventry. We are
however researching and understanding the archaeological landscape of a much wider area of west
Northamptonshire.
Unfortunately, CLASP has been told that we must leave these premises during the next nine months owing
to the business situation of our landlord. There is therefore an urgent need to locate alternative premises
in the locality, somewhere in the range of no more than ten to fifteen miles from our current site but
ideally less.
As Chair of Trustees I am appealing for anybody who has available premises in this area to consider letting
them to us. Ideally, we would need a minimum of 100 sq metres with an electrical supply and access to a
toilet. We could pay a small rental charge and as we are a registered charity there would be an exemption
for business rates. We would be willing to do minor remedial work if required.
To find out more about CLASP and its work across west Northamptonshire visit www.claspweb.org.uk
there is something for all ages. If you do have or know of possible premises please contact either myself
or the Chair of our Organising Committee, Rob Close by email, the addresses are:chair_trustees@claspweb.org or Chair_OrganisingCommittee@claspweb.org.uk
D. F. Hayward MBE
Chair of Trustees
CLASP
June 2020
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website (www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk) and Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil) where all agendas, minutes and useful documents can be seen The
Parish Council normally meets on the second Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the
village hall starting at 1930 hrs. Members of the press and public are always welcome to attend.
However, the village hall is closed and government restrictions mean we cannot meet in public
so instead meet by ZOOM. We will continue to do so until the Government lifts restricts on
gatherings and social distancing and the VH is able to open. It is still possible to join these
meetings by contacting Councillor Mike Taylor michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk .
Chairman’s Report
I wrote the following in the last edition of the Byword and it still seems entirely appropriate:
It goes without saying that the last few months have been some of the strangest and at times
demanding ones that most of us can remember. Many of us have been forced to live our lives in
a very different way and endured frustrations, isolation and boredom. Some of us will have been
unwell and not just from Covid 19, but all of us will have been touched by the kindness of
strangers, the strength and warmth of our community and the resourcefulness of so many. The
Spar/Petrol Station, the Co-op, The Cross Tree, the Surgery and Byfield Good Neighbours
Scheme have all carried on serving this village and those around who rely on us as their local
hub.
The Parish Council will do all it can to help and keep Byfield a special and happy place to live.
• Farols – many villagers will have noticed that the business on Boddington Road has
now closed. The site remains on the market for development as housing and Farols still own a
field on the Daventry Road with planning permission for a new showroom. At the moment, it is
not known if they will return to the village and build new premises. Farols have been part of our
community for many years and the Parish Council has written to wish them good luck and thank
them for their involvement, in particular the Children’s Christmas Party which was always so
popular.
• Attacks on animals – many will have heard about or read the notices relating to an
uncontrolled dog chasing and hurting both sheep and horses kept off Muddy Lane. This appalling
behaviour must stop before more harm is caused and although information about the dog and
owner has come forward it has not yet been possible to identify who is responsible.
Volunteer Opportunities in our village
The following volunteering opportunity remains open to anyone who lives in or near Byfield.
• Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator - Acting as a point of contact and liaison
with local police this is a very interesting role which has the possibility of
impacting positively on the lives of everyone in our village. A key task of the
coordinator is to maintain a network of members. All schemes are different! They
represent the volunteer effort and energy that a coordinator and members can
bring to their scheme – but the value and result in achieving safer and friendlier
communities is limitless.
More information is available at www.northantsnhw.co.uk

12

Communications and Social Media
Thanks for everyone who has liked or followed our Byfield Parish Council Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil). With over 200 followers, this continues to act as an important
communication channel for the local community - to inform about what we're up to and to allow a
quick and easy way of getting in touch with us about topics that are of note or concern to Byfield
residents. Thank you to all who follow our page, and for your feedback and contributions.
The launch of the new website recently has received positive feedback, with its clearer layout and
access to information, as well as being optimised for desktop, tablet, and mobile screen sizes.
Some highlights include:
• Calendar - All parish council meetings are shown on the calendar section, along with the
associated agendas and minutes.
• Latest news - The latest news section echoes what's on the Facebook page.
• Planning - all village planning applications are automatically displayed and updated on a
map which has links to DDC's website for related documents, which is proving a simple
reference point for all planning matters.

A Greener Byfield
We have published a short policy document which can be found on our website, which highlights
the following:
• Our approach - to help increase awareness of climate change and to reduce the impact we
have as a community on it.
• Our guiding principles and key objectives - as we seek to protect and enhance our local
environment and biodiversity found within the village.
It's felt that we all have a responsibility to each other and especially the next generation growing
up in the village to demonstrate a positive culture when it comes to doing our collective bit to
tackle climate change, and moreover to lead by example. We are working with Byfield School to
explore what Byfield as a village could facilitate in order to encourage positive behaviour and help
raise awareness.
We welcome and encourage any ideas and help from any parishioners wishing to be part of this
initiative. Please contact michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk for more information.
Environment
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
Trees
There is a lot of tree work planned over the next two years.
Some of the trees around the Brightwell Recreation Ground
are showing signs of distress and will require trimming or
removing. If this work is not done there could be significant
danger to people and property in high winds.

Footpaths
Neither the Government nor Northamptonshire County Council has closed any footpaths, reports
of closures have been passed back to NCC since these are illegal and unenforceable.
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The Parish Council has no powers or direct responsibilities over footpaths but aims to monitor the
local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have responsibility for things like gates
and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk.
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code, pick up after you dog,
leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.
HS2 Grants
Please remember that there are substantial grants available from HS2 to support local groups,
events, clubs and organisations, please don’t be shy. We will endure much during the construction
so a grant make be some small recompense for the inconvenience.
Pocket Park and New Wood
The Pocket Park has flourished and hopefully been a safe place for villagers to walk and
experience nature over the last few months. We have had a couple of incidents of fly tipping of
garden waste – how charming of someone to use this space as a rubbish dump.
The Parish Council is now employing a contractor to do regular clearing and some gardening
work around the village. We hope this will neaten up some of the areas closer to the middle of the
village.
Volunteers have also put a hedge in along the top of the bank near the playground. This is to
shield the Village Hall overflow carpark and is growing nicely.
The Working Party will start again when it is safe to do so.
Cllr Pom Boddington

Allotments
Councillor Lindsay Clark continues to maintain and
manage the area and we now follow a policy of sub
dividing the bigger plots into more manageable sized
areas. If you are interested in renting an allotment
please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.

Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on
graves.
Lights and Utilities
We have now replaced 28 out of 94 street lights with LED fittings. As well as providing a warm
white light they are automatically dimmed between midnight and 5am all of which helps give us a
reduced electricity bill. Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any faulty light in the village: email
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Brightwell Recreation Ground
Sports Pavilion - We have submitted a proposal for funding via the HS2 mitigation fund to update
the Sports Pavilion. The aim is to provide a sustainable and inclusive community facility by an
extensive refurbishment of the Pavilion.
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The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud of this area and
continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone.
Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15 th January
DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•
•
•

New Front Porch and bay window – The Twistle
Alterations to existing outbuildings to include change of existing corrugated roof
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a larger garage with hobby room over

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.
HS2
Cllr Crowshow continues to act as our liaison with HS2 contractors and arranges for regular news
about road closures and other developments to be posted on our website and Facebook page.
Villagers can of course also find much more information on HS2’s own website HS2 website. If
you have a question about HS2 or their works, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081
434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.
As a reminder, the construction of the line has been given the go ahead and will result in enlarging
the compound in Chipping Warden which will be a major hub containing a concrete batching plant
and accommodation for approximately 300 workers. This will be the base for work from Chipping
Warden to Wormleighton and Chipping Warden to Greatworth. This work is expected to take 4-5
years from now. Traffic management plans are currently being produced. As part of this work
Archaeological work is taking place between Boddington and Wormleighton to investigate the
remains of some 200 year-old Iron Age Farm Steads.

John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com
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Councillors
Name

Address

Phone

Email

Responsibilities

John Gillic

28 Banbury
Lane

01327
262917

j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council Chairman
Burial Ground
Closed Churchyard
Village Hall Trustee
Planning

Sally
Boddington

31 Bell Lane

01327
263745

pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Michael
Buckley
Lindsay
Clark
Santon
Crowshaw
Christl
Davis

4 Farebrother
Close
39 Lovett
Road
High Street

01327
262628
-

michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park
Allotments
Environment
Risk Assessment
Charities Trustee
Rights of Way

-

20 Westhorpe
Lane

01327
261504

santon.crowshaw@byfieldpc.gov.uk
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Barbara
Ridyard

The Old
Chapel, The
Green
19 The
Twistle
Church Street

01327
612482

barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

01327
262177
-

simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

The Hall,
Manor Road,
Staverton
NN11
Leadership
Support,
NCC, County
Hall,
Northampton,
NN1 1AT

01327
700198

RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

01604
367813

rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk County Councillor

Simon
Shepherd
Mike
Taylor
Rupert
Frost

Robin
Brown

lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com

michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Highways
Council Property
Street Lights
Charities Trustee
Playground

General
maintenance
Communications
BRG
District Councillor

Thanks to a donation from the Parish Council the spire light at Holy Cross Church
has been lit every night throughout lockdown as a symbol of hope for the future and
a reminder of the presence of the church at this difficult time.

Byfield Tennis Club
Aaron Cowley, LTA coach, is running a junior Summer tennis programme every
Monday from the 27th July until 24th August.
9am until 10.30am 7yrs to 9yrs

10.30am until 12noon 10yrs to 12 yrs

Please contact LTA coach Peter Cowley on 07539 244155 to book a place. Also, individual
and small group adult coaching available.
For details of club membership see our website www.byfieldtennis.co.uk or email
suzette.waterhouse@gmail.com
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Observing the church year during the Lockdown!
We hope that those of you who take your walks through the churchyard have been reminded of
some of the important days in the Church year. Eastertide ended in the middle of May and we
took away the tomb and the crosses, replacing them with the Ascension Day poster on the north
door on 21st May. Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Day, spending time with his disciples
during the next 40 days, preparing them for the work he needed them to do. He finally left them
and returned to be with his Father, God, promising to send his Holy Spirit to be with them.
Ten days later came Pentecost, the day that Jesus fulfilled his promise and the Holy Spirit came
down to the disciples. Pentecost occurs during the Jewish feast of the Harvest when Jerusalem
was seething with people who had come hundreds of miles to celebrate at the Temple. Many of
them heard the Spirit arriving like a wind and saw it hovering over the disciples like a flame,
then watched in amazement as the disciples spoke to everyone around in a way that all could
understand even though they spoke different languages!
We think of Pentecost as being the ‘birth’ of our Christian church: to mark that, Brian and Chris
made an amazing ‘sculpture’ which they fixed to the north door. You couldn’t miss it!

Ascension Day

Pentecost

The Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Ride and Stride
Saturday, 12th September is scheduled to be the day for the sponsored Ride and
Stride that raises money for our church buildings. Byfield and Woodford Halse
have both benefitted from the fund for repairs in previous years. It would be
wonderful if you could make use of all that fitness that you have built up whilst
taking your daily exercise by joining in!
It is up to you which churches you visit: churches will be taking part in
Warwickshire and Oxfordshire, so there is plenty of choice of routes to take. You
can cycle, ride or walk – or run - your route.
If you would like a sponsor form and a list of churches please contact Lesley on
01327 264374 or email lep23a@gmail.com
Let’s hope we will be able to run this event in some way.
LP
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1st Byfield Scout Group
Contact: Rob Gericke

Email beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

If anyone has a child between 6 and 8 who would like to join one of our
Zoom meetings then please email Robert at beavers.1stbyfield@gmail.com . Younger children
can fill in a form to go on the waiting list too. Now four of our Beavers have moved to cubs we
will have some space for new members.

Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
07910 341637
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com

Fun and activities, indoor and outdoor have been continuing for Cubs via our online Zoom
meetings. We also welcomed a new assistant Leader – Andy, known from now on as Baloo, he
joins Kaa (Laura) to make our fab team to keep our Cubs doing great activities and having fun
experiences.
The Cubs have written directions and drawn maps for another
family to follow and explore around a different village on the route
they use when going out for a walk. No one so far has got lost!
How would you get an egg across a one metre chasm full of sharks
and piranhas? Our Cubs had ingenious constructions from junk
materials and also Lego.
Each week we have a quiz devised by a different Cub who also
teaches us a few words in a foreign language. We have learnt lots of interesting facts from this
about big cats, space, the world and several other topics.
Baking with Baggy was enjoyed again and this time we tackled chocolate profiteroles. Even the
ones that turned out flying saucer shape still tasted yummy – you can’t really go wrong with
anything containing chocolate and cream!
One of their final tasks for the Our Skills Challenge badge has been to learn
and take part in a different sport. At home this has meant they’ve been able
to try yoga, basketball, roller skating, bowls and tennis. They are also
choreographing a dance to a piece of their favourite music.
We will be meeting for another couple of weeks and then stopping for the
school holidays. We’ll start again in September and at the moment the
Scout Association is waiting to hear whether medical advice will let us meet
face to face again, but at the moment we will be starting back with our
virtual meetings.
We do still have space for any children between 8 and 10 years old who would like to join us in
September. They are welcome to ‘try us out’ for a few weeks to start with.
Help with our Local Knowledge badge
If you or a relative e.g. grandparent or great grandparent has lived either in Byfield or another
local village for a long time and would be happy to tell the Cubs about how their village has
changed over the years, please let me know. This could be done by video or on a Zoom
meeting or by phone. Thank you very much.
Baggy
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Contact: Sally Huband

Tel

07900 212064

Email skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com

The Scout Group in Byfield continues to meet every week via Zoom while we await the restart of
face to face scouting. Although we can’t run around in the woods and camp
we can still have some fun!
The scouts have been learning their basic scouting skills, but interspersing
this with Quizzes, Scavenger Hunts, some craft and Cooking! – we cooked
up delicious Profiteroles the other
week which was a bit manic and
definitely a challenge (for the
Leaders as well as the scouts!).

Here’s one of the other recipes we tried:

Thanks to the wonderful world of Google the scouts
had a great time on a virtual Monopoly Run and this coming week are Virtually Hiking around
the local area…
Byfield are incredibly blessed to welcome a new Assistant Scout Leader in Jon Owen who joins
us at a pretty difficult time but has been fantastic in creating new challenges and organising a
link between the scout group and a local charity called Happy@Home which looks after
vulnerable older people. Of course, this group of our elderly neighbours have recently been
shielding and Jon encouraged the scouts to send letters to cheer them up! They were so
gratefully received and we hope to carry on with this.
As the UK’s largest mixed youth organisation Scouts aims to build and develop young people’s
confidence, sense of adventure and outdoor skills, as well as encouraging them to explore their
beliefs and attitudes and be creative. It offers them the independence to put these skills into
practice at camps and even on international trips.
Scouts are encouraged to work together and take the lead on all sorts of projects, from
community-based work to planning games and activities for their meetings. The Scout Troop is
the third section in the Scout Group, above Beavers and Cubs. The Scout Section is for young
people aged between 10½ and 14½ years.
Byfield Scout troop meets on Tuesday evenings from 7pm-8.30pm at The Scout HQ at the
Brightwell Recreation Ground in Byfield. For the moment all our meetings are happening AT
HOME via ZOOM!!
If you would like any further information contact: Sally Huband on 07900 212064.
Yours In Scouting
Skip
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Ever wanted to have a go at bowls?
Well, now is your chance to have a taster of an
outdoors sport where you can naturally social
distance.
BYFIELD BOWLS CLUB
is opening on Monday afternoons from
2 - 4p.m. and Fridays from 7 p.m.
during the month of August.
Someone will be on hand to show
you what to do and bowls can be
supplied …
Children are welcome too!
Holy Cross Church after Lockdown
Having remained closed during lockdown it
took a hard-working group of people a
considerable time to get the church ready for
re-opening. The church was thoroughly
cleaned and notices put in place so that
everybody using the church can know that it
is safe to go in there.
Social distancing can be ensured by only
using certain pews and sanitising hand gel is
available as you enter and exit the building.
The limit on numbers allowed in the church
is 30 at present.
The church bells can be rung again with a
limited number of ringers who have to wear
masks whilst doing so. It was so lovely last
Sunday when they rang again for the first
time.
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Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service
T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316
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You will see that we have fewer
adverts in the Byword this time.
Many local businesses are
struggling as lockdown eases,
so do please support them
when you can.

Bereavements
We offer our condolences to the family and
friends of:
Helena Burdett
Cecil Laurie
Keith Ridyard

The deadline for the next Byword
(Oct/Nov) will be Sunday 6th
September

Why should you never blame a dolphin
for doing anything wrong?
Because they never do it on porpoise!
Where do sheep go on vacation?
To the baa-hamas!
When do you go at red and stop at
green?
When you’re eating a watermelon!
What kind of tree fits in your hand?
A palm tree!
Why do bananas use sun cream?
So they don’t peel!
Why don’t oysters share their pearls?
Because they’re shellfish!
What do frogs like to drink on a hot
summer day?
Croak-o-cola.
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Goodbye from the Rectory
After nearly 9 years as Rector of the Five Ways benefice I am going to miss you
all when I retire at the end of August. I have been very lucky to work alongside
a great group of people who give a lot of love and time to their churches and their
village communities. It is a very strange time to say goodbye, but I am so glad that I
have been able to be with you as we are able to return to our churches- although in a restricted
wayAlthough we will not be able to hold a benefice service I plan to have a final service in each
church on either the 23rd and 30th August.
You may have heard it is also all change for our Roman Catholic friends as Father James is
leaving Sacred Heart on 23rd August.
It has been good to see the five parishes working together since they became one benefice and
I hope this mutual support and friendship will continue to grow, both during the interregnum and
when my successor is in post and I pray that it will not be too long before someone is appointed.
There have been many great things I will remember, and a full list would be far too long:
❖ The unending demand for burgers when St. John’s church at Boddington do the
refreshments at the farm sale
❖ The sound of children’s voices laughing in Holy Cross church during the summer Messy
Church.
❖ Snowdrop teas at St. Nicholas, Eydon with an incredible choice of cakes.
❖ Walking with Fr James and the RC church on Palm Sunday at Aston le Walls.
❖ The wonderful effort of the church wardens at St Mary’s, Woodford Halse to get the roof and
the heating replaced in the last few years.
❖ Working with Rev. Geoff Moore and more recently with our reader Lesley Palmer, each with
their special gifts.
Thank you for all your support you have given me over the years and I will continue to pray for
you in the months and years to come.
I will be moving to Rugby in September to be near my 96 year-old mother, so I can spend more
time with her.

Stevie

With all good wishes and prayers for the future

Following Revd. Stevie’s retirement, the churches in the
Benefice now enter an ‘interregnum’ until a new
incumbent is appointed.
Services will still be held at all 5 churches so watch out
for posters and in the newspaper columns for times and
places where these will take place.
If you need to arrange a service or talk about one e.g.
baptism, then contact a Churchwarden (Chris Cross or
Lyn Grennan). Details on page 2.

Stevie blessing the re-gilded
cockerel in 2013

The church is now open for private prayer on
Wednesdays 10am – 4pm with Covid-19 procedures in
place.
24

