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0300 126 1000

Face to Face with Rev. Paul Trathen
By Chris Cross
It is not easy settling into a new home and starting a new job in the middle of a global
pandemic, particularly when that job requires getting to make personal and professional
relationships across five villages and such contact is severely limited. But that is exactly what
has happened to our new Rector, Rev. Paul Trathen.
Paul moved into Byfield Rectory with his wife Carole and son
Callum just before Christmas and took up his duties as Priest to
the Fiveways Benefice (Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield,
Eydon and Woodford Halse) early in January. Since then very
few actual services have taken place in our churches and we
have had to rely on our friend Zoom to keep our congregations
together. Fortunately Paul is well versed in the use of media and
is working on various platforms to keep our churches prominent
across websites and social media as well as using more well
tested ways to communicate. In fact that is just one of his great
merits ….. the ability to move with a changing world in 2021 but
at the same time acknowledging that there are those among us
who still benefit from the written and spoken word in a more
traditional and personal context.
As we get to know Paul we realise he is a well educated man
with many interests but who has a very deep faith and vision for the future within this benefice.
At the same time we warm to him because of his sense of humour, his ability to relate to people
and his cheerful but practical optimism. It must be a great source of frustration to him that so far
many of his plans have had to be put on hold and the amount of people he has got to know has
been limited. However he has done his best to rectify that by striding round our villages (he is a
great walker) in order not just to get exercise but to become known and make contact with other
walkers. Hopefully this will become a lot more possible as lock-down eases.
Paul was born in Hedge End near Southampton on Christmas Day 1969 to parents who came
from Cornwall, as did many generations of the family before them (hence the Cornish surname).
However, Paul’s childhood and youth was a somewhat nomadic one, moving to 18 different
places by the time he was 18 years old. This was largely due to his father’s job in customs and
excise as he was moved to be near various ports and airports ( e.g. Dover and Heathrow), as
he was needed. Consequently many of the family homes were fairly temporary ones, including
flats and caravans, and Paul had to move school many times. During this time Paul became a
committed Christian at the age of 15, initially joining a Free Pentecostal Church. It is a credit to
his own strength of character and will to succeed that he managed to accrue enough education,
despite the frequent moves, to succeed in gaining university entrance and in fact being the first
member of his family to obtain higher degrees. But Paul has long retained a love of Cornwall
where he actually spent 4 years and many weekends and holidays near his grandfather.
Paul’s first degree was in English and French Literature, which he took at York University,
followed by an M.A. in Contemporary Literature. Later, he was to gain his Post Graduate
Certificate of Education with Media education and TESOL (teaching English as a second
language) at the university of Strathclyde.
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It was during his summer break from York University that Paul first became involved with the
Anglican Church when he worked as a volunteer at the Mission for Seafarers in the Netherlands
and later became Chaplain’s Assistant for a similar mission in Dunkirk, France.
After completing his M.A. Paul met and married his first wife, a marriage which was to produce
5 children and last 25 years, but sadly finishing some years ago.
Paul’s first teaching post was in Wakefield, Yorkshire, followed by working in University
colleges. He took Media and Cultural Studies in Leeds College of Art and Design, becoming
Department Head and Senior Lecturer by the age of 26. Meanwhile he became Churchwarden
at his local Parish Church and at his Vicar’s suggestion began to think about training to have a
full time vocation within the church.
The family moved to the East End of London where Paul started training remotely for ministry,
at the same time studying for a Theology degree and acting as house husband. After 3 years he
was ordained at the age of 33 and gained his first curacy in suburban South Essex, where there
were lots of young families. He had the following 4 years in a team ministry, sharing
responsibilities and learning a great deal in the process.
Following this Paul was seconded to Canvey Island where help was needed to deal with an
overload of work, including 300 funerals a year between 2 priests. His first incumbency was as
Priest- in- Charge of the rural parish of St. Nicholas in Rawreth in the Diocese of Chelmsford, in
which he also acted as Faith-in Action adviser. The new Diocesan Bishop (Stephen Cottrell)
wanted someone to act as Chaplain to him, which Paul took on but felt it didn’t really work out
for him so consequently resigned.
After all these changes Paul had a settled period for 9 years as part time Priest at Walthamstow
for point 5 time. Initially his home duties filled up the rest of the time as he became the father of
new-born twins but thereafter he took on the part time post of Chaplain to the large Forest
School in East London, where he had a substantial role in shaping the curriculum, pastoral care
and some teaching responsibility. This was in addition to his priestly role.
Throughout his career Paul has displayed an
admirable willingness to get involved with further
training, committees and projects. The greatest of
these was when he undertook a very large building
and community project for his parish. This proved to
be very exhausting and although all the groundwork
has been done, Paul has not yet seen it come to
complete fruition due to lock-down. However he is
delighted that the building phase redevelopment is
complete and looks forward to seeing new
community issues flourish once the present
situation eases.
As already mentioned, Paul’s first marriage sadly did not survive but in the last couple of years
he met his present wife, Carole, and they were married very happily in October 2020. Carole
has her own career working in supported housing for a local authority helping people with
different special needs towards independent living. Much of her work is done from home
however.
We, as a Benefice, were pleased to have the chance of interviewing Paul for the vacant post of
Rector and were unanimous in our decision to appoint him. Paul, for his part felt it was God’s
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calling to come here. He enjoyed city life but was tired of the pace of things and welcomed the
move to a rural environment. Practically too it made sense as Carole’s job is based in
Bedfordshire and she has family in Towcester. So far Carole, Paul and his son Callum have
settled well into Byfield Rectory and are content.
Paul is enjoying walking round the locality and spending his leisure time reading, watching films
and cooking alongside Carole. However there are still plenty of things to do and organise in his
new capacity as Rector and he keeps extremely busy. The future beckons and hopefully it will
be a less contained future in which Paul is looking forward to meeting many more people and
being able to share Holy Communion within each of his five village congregations. We send
Paul and his family all our good wishes for a very happy and fulfilling future with us.
Face to Face Questions for Paul Trathen
1. One good and one bad childhood memory …
a) My actual birthday being Christmas Day, as a child of six years I was very disappointed not to
have a special day all to myself and separate presents. Consequently my mother suggested
that I have an ‘official’ birthday (much like the Queen) which was subsequently arranged for
Midsummer’s Day in 1976. As some may remember that particular year was one of the hottest
on record with endless and reliable blue skies. We had a barbecue with lots of family and
friends and it will live in my memory as a glorious day but unfortunately it wasn’t repeated in the
following years.
b) My bad memory is falling from my bike in the front of the house onto a breeze block wall and
resulting in an ugly gash to the head. The scar has now almost disappeared and I think my
brain still largely works!?
2. Your ambition as a child …..
Being keen on dinosaurs I wanted to be a paleontologist (as many small boys did). According to
my first ever careers advice, aged 14, it was decided that I was best suited to being an optician–
ironic, given my own very poor eyes! But really an ambition that evolved was to be a chef...I
love to cook and eat! Who knows …. it may yet happen!?
3. Your happy place ….
Enjoying having a ‘real fire’ in Byfield Rectory, after many years not being able to enjoy one at
home, echoes my love of sitting with a decent Shiraz or a pint of beer in one of the ancient pubs
with cosy fireplaces which litter my favourite city, York! I also have a deep affection for the
island of Cyprus, and am always happy to visit and stay there… with the sea and Troodos
Mountains close by.
4. Hidden talents?
I used to have an eidetic (photographic) memory (until teenage years)…sadly, this is now in
sharp reverse, and I have a very poor visual memory! Sequential memory needs supporting
through taking good notes.
Beyond that, my talents remain firmly hidden!..
5. Something or someone that really irritates you …
When not in clerical clothing, I often wear a T-shirt which bears a message stating “I am silently
correcting your grammar”. For most of the time this is true, as I am really a bit of a grammar
pedant!!
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6. Something or someone that makes you laugh?
I do enjoy stand-up comedy…seeing some of my favourite
comedians perform live, again, is a post-lockdown hope! My
recent favourites include Simon Evans and Milton Jones
(both of whom I have seen live), and Leo Kearse & Dominic
Frisby (neither of whom I have, yet!)…
7. Your favourite tipple?
I love rich red wines – Shiraz foremost amongst them – and
also Scotch whisky, my very favourites being the smoky
single malts from the island of Islay

8. One of your favourite:
a) Films?
So difficult, as I used to teach Film Studies (as a university lecturer) in my pre-ordination
life!...but, let’s go for a great British wartime movie, ‘A Canterbury Tale’ (1941), directed by the
wonderful team of Powell & Pressburger.
b) Books?
I love to read, and do so widely….for fiction, the short stories and novels of Flannery O’Connor
or GK Chesterton; for Christian apologetics, CS Lewis; and I devour all things political! If I had
to pick out one perennial favourite novel, though, it would be A Canticle for Leibovitz, by Walter
M. Miller Jr – a classic of late 1950s sci-fi.
c) Pieces of music?
If am relaxing with my glass of Shiraz and preparing and eating great food, I am pretty likely to
slip on some Celtic folk music, or some West African beats, or some funk. At all times, I am
happy to have saxophone-led jazz playing as the background to my life! If I had to choose one
piece I would go for ‘Whirl-Y Reel’, by the Afro Celt Sound System.
9. What helps you to relax completely?
Jazz, wine, a cosy fire…all already mentioned (!)…but made complete by the easy company
and conversation of my wonderful wife, Carole.
10. One law you would like to introduce?
I am a deeply-political animal! Generally, though, I am not a fan of legislating solutions to our
problems and challenges. Where legislation is needed though, in my view, is in bringing
decision-making as close as possible to people where they are – I am a ‘radical localist’!
11. Three things you would like to put on your bucket list?
1) Circumnavigating the globe by train and ship…ideally, with my wife…
2) Part of this trip to include riding the Orient Express, with Carole..
3) Attending the Pan African Film Festival of Ouagadougou (FESPACO)… on my own, this one,
perhaps!?
12. A precious possession that brings back memories …..
My wedding ring is a signet ring which belonged to my grandfather, left to me in his Will, and
now reminding me of both him and my wife. It also reminds me of my family’s Cornish origins as
it was made in the shape of a horseshoe made of Cornish agate and gold.
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At last! A chance to get together,
meet friends, have a good time!

YOU ARE INVITED TO A
CELEBRATION

Saturday June 26th
Byfield Village Hall
7pm to 10pm
Tickets £5, Family £15
Bring a plate of food to share.
Licensed Bar
Dancing to ‘Thirsty Work’ Ceilidh Band
What is a Ceilidh (pronounced Kay-ley)?
‘Ceilidh’ is the Gallic word for ‘party’, and boy do we need one right now! There is
no English equivalent, the closest, borrowed from America, is a ‘Barn Dance.’ In
Wales it is called a ‘Twmpath’. No experience is necessary, a caller will explain
the very easy dances for you. Whatever you call it the evening will be full of fun for
all ages and a long awaited chance to have a good time.
Still not sure?
We will hold ‘taster sessions’ on
Fridays 18th and 25th June, 7pm-9pm in Byfield Village Hall
*Tickets will be available just as soon as we know this event can take place – without masks!
Pat Cannell and Victoria MacAllister
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Join our mailing list for information
on Share our Shed offers / requests
& more Good Neighbours news
www.byfieldgoodneighbours.com
& sign up on the Newsletter page
We can help with :

Shopping
Collecting prescriptions
Friendship and company
We can get in touch with you regularly, or you can call us on 01327 227000.
If you have a problem or issue, you can turn to us,
and if we can’t fix it, we can help find you someone who can.

Share Our Shed
Are you signed up for our SoS messages ?
To date, within the village, we’ve rehomed washing machines, garage paint, lever arch folders, spare
logs, furniture, kids clothes, printer, garden pots, plant canes, to name but a few things, as well as
arranged equipment loans and help.
We post requests for items that you may have lying around, but that someone else could use, or offer
your spare items to your neighbours for easy recycling.
Sign up for the newsletter, and you’ll get SoS messages as well.

Huge thanks
We were thrilled to receive the Rose of Northamptonshire Award – as an organisation, as well as an
individual recognition of Karen and all her hard work. All volunteers should give themselves a big pat on
the back for supporting the village for well over a year now in so many exceptional ways.

ByfieldGNS@gmail.com
01327 227000
Follow us on Facebook!
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Postal voters urged to apply early for new Council’s historic elections
Residents in Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire are being
encouraged to apply early to vote by post for the first-ever elections to the new
West Northamptonshire Council this spring.
On Thursday, 6th May voters across the three areas will go to the polls to elect
a total of 93 councillors for the new unitary authority, which will be formed on
1st April this year, replacing the existing district, borough and county councils.
On Polling Day residents will also be able to cast votes for the Northamptonshire Police, Fire
and Crime Commissioner and to elect representatives for many of their local parish councils.
Work is underway to ensure that residents can cast their votes safely during the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic, with a range of Covid-safe measures being planned for polling stations,
alongside the other usual options such as voting by post or by proxy (when someone votes on
your behalf).
People are urged to apply for postal votes as early as possible ahead of the deadline of 5pm on
20th April and those wishing to vote by proxy can also do this now before the deadline of 5pm on
27th April.
Anyone who is not yet registered to vote must do so by Monday, 19 April in order to take part in
this spring’s elections.
Anna Earnshaw, Returning Officer for the West Northamptonshire elections and the Chief
Executive of the new Council, said: “The Government has said they will be keeping the date of
the elections under review which is right and proper given the fast-changing circumstances of
the Coronavirus pandemic.
“We’re currently preparing for them to go ahead as scheduled on 6 May, including putting robust
measures in place to ensure everyone will have the opportunity to safely cast their vote in these
historic elections for West Northamptonshire.
“Despite these extra measures, anyone who is clinically vulnerable or does not feel able to visit
a polling station on Election Day should register to vote by post or proxy as soon as possible.”

Polling arrangements are currently being organised by elections staff in Daventry District, South
Northants and Northampton until the new West Northamptonshire Council is formed on 1 April.
In the run-up to this, residents will still need to apply for postal and proxy votes via their existing
district or borough councils.
Voters in Daventry District can apply by emailing electoralservices@daventrydc.gov.uk or
calling 01327 871100, Northampton residents should email elecreg@northampton.gov.uk or
call 0300 330 7000, and people living in South Northants should
email elections@southnorthants.gov.uk or call 01327 322128.
Residents unsure whether or not they are registered to vote can check by contacting their local
elections team on the contact details above. Those who need to register can do so
at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote, where they will be asked to provide their name, National
Insurance number and date of birth.
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Byfield and District Branch of the Royal British Legion
On the right, you’ll see our new logo that has been created to
ensure there is no doubt that we are identified with the Poppy
Appeal. Yes, there are those that do not seem to be aware that
the Poppy Appeal, which commences in November each year, is
a major fund-raising event for the RBL. The new design, which
includes the red two petal poppy as its heart, apparently also translates better into the digital
world AND as this year of 2021 marks 100 years since the formation of the British Legion (we
didn’t get to be “Royal” until 1925), it was thought a good opportunity to refresh our image. We
feel we do need to permanently mark this anniversary - but how?
We liked the memorial bench Byfield’s PC installed a couple of
years ago so much that we thought another one, with a new motif
depicting this year’s event might be appropriate. If anyone out
there would like to submit an idea for its design, that would be
gratefully received. We will need to raise the cash to pay for that
bench, and then we must find a place to install it. As we are
responsible for a District, not just Byfield, that location problem
could be solved by placing it in the village that contributed most, so
we won’t finalise where it goes until we know that.
Although the new RBL logo will start to appear, the dear old Lion’s Head will still be
part of our heritage. That will be used wherever and whenever we think it enhances
our profile.
The Royal British Legion Centenary falls on Saturday 15 May 2021 – and will be celebrated
across the entire year. The Centenary programme will bring together nations, individuals and
communities to celebrate both the tremendous achievements of the Legion over the last 100
years and - more importantly – to demonstrate why we are just as relevant in 2021 and beyond.
The RBL Centenary Objectives are:
• Celebrating our achievements from the past and importantly today
• Recognizing the contributions of our members, volunteers, staff and supporters
• Sharing confidence of our role today and into the future
The Byfield Branch of the Royal British Legion was re-established on 31st October 1947 and
met in a building on the site of the present 5-Ways' filling station. Although the Legion had been
represented in Byfield before that, sadly, records of that have been lost. When the Village Hall
was built in 1960 the RBL contributed £800 towards the building cost and moved their meetings
to the Village Hall, which is still used for our RBL bi-monthly Monday evening meetings. RBL
Byfield District now extends from Catesby in the north to Culworth in the south, the Boddingtons
to the west and Little Preston in the east.
Recent local changes within the Branch committee to bring to your attention are:
•
Chris Kiely, who took over as our Chairman from Russ is standing back; he’ll resume his
previous role as our Standard Bearer. Chris, who is already holding down a full-time job, is now
a fully qualified NHS First Responder Paramedic. On top of that he’s carrying out anti-Covid-19
vaccinations, so he hasn’t time to turn-around, let alone run our Branch.
•
Fortunately, one of our newer and younger Members, Danny Fewins, has come forward
to take-over the Chairman’s job; we are delighted to report his nomination has received a
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considerable amount of positive support from our Membership. Danny lives in Woodford Halse
and has recently retired from the Army. There he served with the Royal Logistic Corps as a
Chef (Army Catering Corps for the older generation). He did serve with the Pioneers as their
Master chef before they disbanded. He is now working in a civilian capacity at RAF Croughton.
Danny can be contacted via phone 07429140967 and / or email to daniel.fewins@outlook.com
•
It is with our best wishes that we also say goodbye and a sincere thank you to Terry
Hoyle as he moves out of the area and onto pastures new. Terry is someone who is capable of
voicing or writing precisely what he means with no apparent effort including regularly penning
the Byword copy, and has over the years contributed valuable ideas and suggestions with
enthusiasm which were usually adopted. His contributions over the last 5 years include:
o Locating a new Gazebo for which the proprietor gave us a good price, in support of his
local RBL
o Arranging Poster, Poetry and Christmas card competitions with each of the Primary
schools in the district
o Arranging recruiting attendance with the Gazebo at village and school fetes
o Arranging significant RBL input for Byfield’s Commemoration of 100 years since the end
of WW1
o Introducing and developing the Web Site for the Branch and subsequently Facebook
Remember ALL are welcome in the RBL - you don't have to be ex-service to be part of this
organisation - men and women are welcomed as Members of our Branch and there are no age
limits.

Following the February 22nd covid-19 update from the government we hope that we may slowly
over the coming months be able to recommence a level of activity, however in the meantime our
Branch is registered for the Branch Community Support (BCS). In this lockdown there is a lot of
social isolation and the branch provides Telephone Buddies for those that want some contact.
BCS is extended to include all in the community and not just veterans or partners. As always,
there’s lots more on our Web site, just search for Byfield Legion. We are of course, always
happy to speak to you, so call Alan, our Secretary, on 260590, or Graham, our Membership
Secretary, on 261339 for a chat about this and that.
And there’s another small change later this year as we will be putting our membership prices
up. After many years without increase, from October 2021, members will have to pay £18 p.a.
rather than the current £17 p.a. Mind you, that allows you to belong to up to four Branches at
once, and to enter all our Clubs nationwide, and overseas.
We look forward to welcoming new members during the year as life hopefully opens up again, in
stages, a little wider month on month.
Caroline
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Letter from the Rectory
Dear friends,
It is such a delight to be writing for The Byword, and to be living here in Byfield, as your new
parish priest. Arriving here in midwinter and in a lockdown has meant it has been difficult, in
some ways, to get to know people, but it has been fascinating to learn about and connect with
stories of this place, this community.
Those who have been here in easy times and in harder times will perhaps not need me to tell
you about Sandy Denny, but just in case you do I will remind us about her.
Sandy was one of the great lights of English folk rock music – she lived in Byfield in the 1970s.
She died tragically young (at age 31). Some 20 days before she died, she played a charity
fundraiser concert in Byfield – the date was 1st April 1978. The final song she performed at that
gig was her beautiful composition ‘Who knows where the time goes?’
The lyrics of this great song include the refrains:
Who knows where the time goes?
I am not alone
While my love is near me
I know it will be so
Until it's time to go.
So come the storms of winter
and then the birds in spring again
I have no fear of time.
For who knows how my love grows?
And who knows where the time goes?
You and I may be wondering where the time has gone this last year, in the extraordinary
experience of a global pandemic illness, and all its impacts? Perhaps the time has moved very
fast for you, or very slow? Certainly, it is a hard thing to reckon with a year of such shared
disruption and distress. But the question for us is about whether we feel alone in this?
I pray you have had friends and loved ones with you, even if at the remove of a telephone call
or an online encounter, rather than face to face and at hugging distance? I pray also that you
may have known God to be present with you.
As we enter April 2021, Christians will mark again the great mystery of God’s saving love, made
in time, but to buy back all time from our experience of loss and loneliness.
Jesus Christ, God’s own Son, knew that He was not alone, when He sat with His friends and
shared a simple meal of bread and wine with them; and knew it no less when, hours later, He
experienced torture and a cruel death, as He shared in all of the evil we human beings can visit
on one another. In the moment of His death on a Cross, time seemed to stand still for his
friends, those who had loved Him. But the story does not end at that point in time.
Through Easter weekend 2021, 1st – 4th April, this year – Christians will once again tell this story
and proclaim that we are not alone. The story has been in the telling for almost two thousand
years. We will declare that the same Jesus who died was raised to a new and perfect life on
Easter morning. His ‘time to go’ was transformed, through his loving obedience, into a new time
for all of us. His life continues in the life of all who choose to place their trust in Him, and in the
victory over death and evil He has already won.
I pray that you may know of God’s love for you in this season, and at all times. God is with us,
and God loves us into a new time.
Go well.
Your pastor, priest and friend,
Paul
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Rose of Northamptonshire award for Byfield School
On 12th February I was delighted to attend a virtual award ceremony, where Byfield School was
presented with a "Rose of Northamptonshire" award by The Lord Lieutenant of
Northamptonshire. Our Headteacher, Mr Hibbert, accepted the award, accompanied by some
of the key worker pupils in the school.
The award was created to recognise the contributions of "unsung heroes", based on
nominations from members of the local community. It was awarded to the School in recognition
of the hard work and determination shown when faced with the unprecedented threat from the
Coronavirus outbreak in 2020. The fantastic work of all the staff at the school and nursery
meant that the school did not close for a single day and offered wrap-around care, enabling key
workers to do their jobs, whilst also providing remote education for pupils at home.
Another national lockdown in January this year means the School has once again been
providing both face to face education for some pupils and remote learning for others. Staff have
worked hard to make this fun and engaging. Amongst other learning, this term has seen wholeschool projects in art and writing, and themed days for Geography and Science, as well as
World Book Day. There have been online lessons and virtual school trips, as well as daily
challenges for wellbeing and keeping active.
Again, I say a huge thanks to all the staff for being so caring and professional. I am very proud
to be part of this wonderful School.
Sarah Burke
Chair of Governors, Byfield School

Foodbank collection…….and old laptops!
The Benefice continue to collect weekly for the Foodbanks at Daventry and Banbury: alternate
weeks we deliver 6 of the big green Tesco crates full. The response from you all has been
amazing. Thank you!
We put a post on the Byfield Community Facebook page each week giving the shortages and
we welcome all donations in the boxes at the Rectory, Church Street or at 23 Banbury Road.
We received a request from the volunteer team at Daventry for old laptops from which they are
removing the hard drive, installing a new one and then donating them to the local schools for
the pupils who do not have access to one. If you have an old laptop lying around that you would
be willing to give, please contact Lesley on lep23a@gmail.com or text her on 07941 328535.
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A Lenten ‘visit’ to Bethlehem – and, perhaps, a Lenten gift for The Sheepfold.
During Lent Rev Paul has been leading a virtual ‘Pilgrimage’ to the Holy Land on a Sunday
morning via Zoom. We ‘visited’ Bethlehem, of course!
In Beit Sahour, a small Palestinian Christian Arab town just outside Bethlehem in the West
Bank, better known to visitors as the site of the Shepherds’ Field is a small Christian home
called ‘The Sheepfold’, which seeks to provide
individual care and teaching for children and young
people with special needs. The priority of the home
is to reach out to children who have no other place
to go often due to profound disabilities, severely
disturbed behaviour or for whom there is no room
in other institutions, no suitable facility or families
being unable to afford fees. These children would
otherwise be trapped in their homes as no
provision is made for them by the Government.
Two of us from the Benefice have visited The Sheepfold and met
Mary, the lady who set it up. We felt this would be an ideal
opportunity to ask people if they would like to make a small
donation to Within Reach, the small UK based Charitable Trust
started in 1996 to support the work of The Sheepfold.
Registration No 1058433.
Some of our young families are
filling Smartie tubes with small change during Lent. Might you
have a stash of small change looking for a home?
If you would like to support The Sheepfold via ‘Within Reach’
please contact Lesley for details.
Email: lep23a@gmail.com or ring/text 07941 328535.
Thank you!

A message from Jenny Chappell
Jenny would like to thank the two
kind ladies and the gentleman who
picked her up after her fall in the
High Street on Friday 12th March.
They kindly made sure that she and
the dog were OK and that they got
home safely.
Luckily, she didn’t break any bones
and her bruises are now fading.

Happy Easter
to all the readers of the Byword
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfield-pc.gov.uk and Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil) where all agendas, minutes and useful documents can be seen. The
Parish Council normally meets on the second Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the
village hall starting at 19.30 hrs. Members of the press and public are always welcome to attend.
However, the village hall is closed and government restrictions mean we cannot meet in public
so instead meet by ZOOM. We will continue to do so until the guidance/regulations on gatherings
and social distancing change. It is possible to join these meetings please contact the clerk for
details.
Chairman’s Report
The Parish Council does all it can to help and keep Byfield a special and happy place to live. If
you are moving away, then farewell and thank you for being part of our community. If you are new
to Byfield then welcome, we are sure this will become a happy and fulfilling place to live for you.
The County Council is to be abolished at the beginning of April and replaced by two new huge
Unitary Authorities. Daventry District Council merged with South Northants Council and
Northampton Borough Council. We must hope that this will not result in services being diverted
from our rural communities to the urban area. The postponed local elections are still due to take
place in May. It is too late to stand as a candidate but please remember to vote, we need a diverse
range of councillors on the new unitary authority and of course there is the Fire, Police and Crime
Commissioner post to fill as well. And who knows, maybe enough villagers come forward to have
an actual ballot for Parish Councillors. If not, those who did stand will have been elected
unopposed.
Villagers will have now received their Council Tax demands for 2021/22. As usual this included
an amount for the Parish Council precept. The Parish Council reviewed its spending plans closely
and although we have a number of projects that we would like to undertake it was decided to keep
our total budget unchanged and not to seek an increase in the precept to be collected by West
Northants Council. To help us achieve this we have realigned some of our budgets but do not
expect this to change the provision of services to our community.
Life goes on in Byfield as we continue to adapt to new ways and ever-changing rules. The pub
has not been able to reopen but the Petrol Station refurbishment has finished and looks very
smart, many have commented on the smooth forecourt surface. The Post Office remains a lifeline
for Byfield and surrounding villages and we all continue to support our fantastic Co-op. And of
course, not forgetting the sports clubs, the Church, the Village Hall and all the other organisations
and businesses that make Byfield such a success.
Dogs
Unfortunately, ‘man’s best friend’ has become something of a talking point around the parish
recently. Dog mess is once again becoming a problem with several villagers reporting it on the
Brightwell and around the roads of the village. Not picking up after your dog is a criminal offence
and the District Council have powers to fine owners. The Parish Council has supplied both dog
waste bins and general rubbish bins all over the village, there really is no excuse!
The role of West Northants Council's Dog Warden Service is to promote responsible dog
ownership and enforce Dog Control Order legislation where possible. The council not only deals
with complaints but can provide advice on a range of issues including, barking dogs, stray dogs,
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dangerous dogs, dog fouling and the enforcement of Dog Control Orders. The Council also
provides a dog chipping service.
A villager has reported being attacked outside his own home in the centre of the village- surely it
goes without saying that we must all keep our dogs under control at all times. We could see a
worst-case scenario where someone is seriously injured and a pet is destroyed because of an
unprovoked attack. If you have concerns about a particular location or dog owner this can be
reported to the dog warden at https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/business/environmentalhealth/dog-warden-service/
Finally – keep your dog safe, avoid discussing them with strangers and be very careful about
advertising or even just sharing exciting news about puppies, there are some wicked people out
there who will go to great lengths to steal dogs.

HS2 Grants
Has your group applied yet? It’s not too late and it’s not too complicated.

A Greener Byfield
A Greener Byfield: We're looking forward to some easing of lockdown restrictions so that we can
rekindle working with Byfield School and other local organisations to help Byfield play its part in
reducing the impact of climate change.

Communications and Social Media
We recognise that with the ongoing Covid restrictions the need to ensure we disseminate
information to and receive correspondence from parishioners is more important than ever before.
With 243 followers to our Facebook page this continues to be a very effective way of
communicating with parishioners, especially during lockdown restrictions. Thank you to all who
follow us and for your ongoing comments and contributions that help us keep Byfield the
wonderful place to live that it is.
Facebook – please follow @byfieldparishcouncil
Website – please go to our website www.www.byfield-pc.gov.uk
Website:
All our updates from Facebook are also posted to the news section of our website. The calendar
section of the website has the details and documents pertaining to all recent Parish Council
meetings and those upcoming. The Planning section has all the village planning applications
displayed on a map as well as linking out directly to DDC's website for related documents.
Participating in Parish Council meetings via Zoom:
With all Parish Council meetings being held via Zoom since the original restrictions came into
force last year, we continue to welcome participation and contributions from any parishioner.
Participation can be via video call link or voice call dial in, the details of how to access our monthly
meetings can be found on the noticeboards within the village as well as on the ‘Council Meetings’
17

calendar section of the website. Simply click on the relevant month to find the relevant details,
as well as the associated Agendas and Payments Schedules.
Ways to contact us:
Our Facebook page allows for Parishioners to contact us directly via Facebook Messenger, and
we try to respond to every message we receive as quickly and thoroughly as possible. Our email
addresses can also be found on the website, where there is also an option to complete an online
form.
Ease of access to information:
We have tried to ensure our website provides quick and simple access to information – from digital
editions of The Byword, a ‘News’ section for all updates, a dedicated ‘Documents’ section, a
‘Financial Information’ page with all payments and accounts information, to a ‘Planning’ section
with an online map and all current planning application details.
Environment
Three Rowans will be planted on the site of the recently departed cherry tree
at the end of the Causeway. These will provide flowers for bees and other
insects, berries for birds, and Autumn colour later in the year.
We will also replace the 2 on the other side of the road who have not made
it through the year.
As we approach late spring and early summer it is important to ensure that
our roadside hedges and planting is trimmed back to avoid blocking the
pavement of risking injury to passers-by from thorns or rogue branches.
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
HS2
Cllr Crowshaw acts as our liaison with HS2 contractors and arranges for regular news about road
closures and other developments to be posted on our website and Facebook page. The
pedestrian controlled crossings are now in place and fully operational, the antiskid road surface
being the last job to be completed.
The number of construction sites in our general area continues to grow and of course the Chipping
Warden site will eventually have a huge concrete production unit as well as accommodation and
ancillary services for 500 or 600 workers.
Villagers can also find much more information on HS2’s own website HS2 website. If you have a
question about HS2 or their works, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434 or
email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

Brightwell Recreation Ground
Dogs on Leads in the playpark area:
The Brightwell Recreation Ground is an open space designed for everyone to be able to enjoy
the benefits the space provides for sport and recreation. In order to help make the playpark a
clean and safe area for children we respectfully ask that dogs be kept on their leads within 10m
of the playpark area.
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The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and Parish Council are proud of this area and
continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone. The new surface beneath the Nest Swing
is still in the process of bedding in and the grass is beginning to grow. The new surface will
eliminate the need and expense of replacing the cushionfall surface and has seen the wooden
edging, that is a trip hazard, removed. It is hoped in future to replace the surface beneath the
infant swings and play area similarly when funding permits.
Footpaths
The Parish Council has no powers or direct responsibilities over footpaths but aims to monitor
the local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have responsibility for things like
gates and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk.
Remember whenever using public footpaths to follow the countryside code, pick up after your
dog, leave gates as you find them and keep to established paths.
Pocket Park
In the past, the area between the Brightwell, and the allotments has gone under 3 names, Pocket
Park, Burial Ground and New Wood. The Burial Ground is established and well defined but the
other two areas have no obvious boundaries. So, to simplify matters, it was decided at a recent
PC meeting to call the whole area Pocket Park. Councillor Pom Boddington will still be looking
after the area as a whole.
You may have noticed while walking round Pocket Park, that the pathways of mud have been
covered by wood chippings. These were from some tree work elsewhere in the village, many
thanks to Lindsay Clark for doing many trips with his barrow to improve conditions.
Further to thoughts on mud, we have noticed, as have the undertakers, that it can be very difficult
for vehicles to access the Burial Ground from the top gate. With this in mind, we are exploring the
possibility of improving the pedestrian access from the small new car park. This will be done with
as little upheaval as possible, and still allow for walkers to access the area. We will also hope to
put some more hedging plants in.
There has been some more tree felling along the railway cutting, mainly self-seeded elder,
sycamore and ash, creating more light in an overcrowded area. As usual, we have left the arisings
piled up to rot down naturally, providing habitat for insects and small mammals.
Now that Spring is well on its way, I'm delighted to see many bulbs coming up, both in Pocket
Park, and around the village. Many thanks again to those villagers who planted more this year. I
certainly feel a lot more optimistic about the coming year when I see spring flowers appearing.
Some piles of tree cuttings have been left in the cutting to provide cover and habitat for insects.
This is deliberate and part of our land management. It is not an invitation for piles of garden
rubbish to be left in that area, that is fly tipping and very anti-social, take it to the tip!
It is good to see a couple of sheep in the meadow by Pocket Park. These have been removed
temporarily to allow the grass to recover and will hopefully be returned in due course.
The Working Party will start again when it is safe to do so.
Lights and Utilities
The Parish Council has now upgraded about half of Byfield's streetlights to LED lighting. We are
now on target to complete the changeover during the next two financial years 21/22 and 22/23. As
the new lights are much more energy efficient BPC's electricity bill will therefore reduce by a
considerable amount as well as making a positive contribution to reducing our carbon footprint.
Our next tranche of new lights is destined for Edwards Close, The Green, around the Brightwell
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Recreation Ground, Clock Meadow, Westhorpe Lane, Bell Lane, Greenwood Close, Banbury
Lane, New Terrace.
Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any faulty light - email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15 th January
2020 DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield, and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
We have met twice this year, once to consider very detailed traffic management plans including
the provision of traffic lights on every road approaching the Fiveways junction along with
associated pedestrian refuge and crossing points. The meeting was attended by various
members of the public who raised a variety of concerns alongside those of the Parish Council.
We have registered a series of objections to highlight these issues including, amongst various
points, queuing traffic in the High Street, light, noise and fume pollution, the risk of large sweeping
over the pavement when turning and hitting pedestrians. The second meeting looked at the
responses to the questions asked by DDC in January 2020. We once again went over these one
by one and felt that certain elements were not answered satisfactorily and so lodged a further
objection to ensure that our comments are fully considered. It was also noted that the building is
now considerably smaller than originally offered at the public consultation stage in 2016/17.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•
•

20/00070/WASCOU – The Old P.O.W. site Change of use from storage and industrial yard
to operational yard for the crushing and screening of hardcore and soil.
DA/2021/0015 - 3, Thomas Close – single storey kitchen extension, garden room
extension and new pitched roof to replace flat roof.

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.

Allotments
Councillor Lindsay Clark continues to maintain and manage the area and we now follow a policy
of sub dividing the bigger plots into more manageable sized areas. The winter has been a
challenge with some flooding but Cllr Clark has done a sterling job spreading chippings to improve
the footpath both in the allotment area and nearby. To rent an allotment please contact the clerk
clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk .Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.
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Burial Ground
A hawthorn with pink blossom, has been planted in the Burial ground.
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on graves
and that plot edging is not permitted. We will be having a light touch tidy up of the burial ground
removing any remaining Christmas wreaths and other items.
Please do not put plastic, cellophane, metal or other non-compostable materials such as florists
‘oasis’, plant pots and sachets of cut flower food into the compost bins. Things such as holly and
ivy are also better going into the dustbin since they can take years to decompose.

John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022
e-mail – clerk@byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk
Name

Address

Phone

Email

Responsibilities

John Gillic

28 Banbury
Lane

01327
262917

j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council Chairman
Burial Ground
Closed Churchyard
Village Hall Trustee
Planning

Sally
Boddington

31 Bell Lane

01327
263745

pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Michael
Buckley
Lindsay
Clark
Santon
Crowshaw
Christl
Davis

4 Farebrother
Close
39 Lovett
Road
High Street

01327
262628
-

michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park
Allotments
Environment
Risk Assessment
Charities Trustee
Rights of Way

-

20 Westhorpe
Lane

01327
261504

santon.crowshaw@byfieldpc.gov.uk
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Barbara
Ridyard

The Old
Chapel, The
Green
19 The
Twistle
Church Street

01327
612482

barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Council Property
Streetlights
Charities Trustee
Playground

01327
262177
-

simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

General maintenance

michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

The Hall,
Manor Road,
Staverton
NN11
Leadership
Support,
NCC, County
Hall,
Northampton,
NN1 1AT

01327
700198

RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

Communications
BRG
District Councillor

01604
367813

rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk County Councillor

Simon
Shepherd
Mike
Taylor
Rupert
Frost

Robin
Brown

lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com
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Highways

…….and we’re still in Lockdown!
But perhaps there is a ray of light at the end of the
tunnel as vaccination spreads down through the age
groups.
You will see in the photos that spring has sprung in
the Hillman household. Freya, Arthur and Hector’s
daffodils that they planted in October burst into bloom
in early February.
At the beginning of Lent all our young church
families received an activity bag based around the
story of Jesus being tempted in the wilderness. In
the photos you will see that Scott and Adam have
been thinking about what they would take into a
wild place. I commended them on all the fruit that
they were planning to take with them. Their Mum
replied to say she thought they were Fruit
pastilles!! Not quite so good.
David is getting ready to
dress his man ready to
venture into a wild place, whilst examining the stress ball that
he and Catherine had made. We reckoned that Jesus could
have done with a stress ball during the 40 days.
When you have time alone, as Jesus did, it’s good to think
about who you really are
– assess what matters
most to you.

The children had photo frames to decorate in a way that
would show the things that they valued most – you can see
the results on the photos.

The children also had a friendship bracelet to make, beans and peas to grow to see
new life come from a ‘dead’ seed, and a bread roll to make to remind us of the devil
tempting Jesus.
We have been unable to resume our monthly visits to Solden Hill but we prepared a
Candlemas bag for each resident containing a card, activity sheets, a candle and
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clay to make a candle holder, with a video of the story of Mary and Joseph taking
Jesus to the temple 40 days after his birth.
……..and at Easter…..a family trail in the Churchyard!
We are going to set up a trail for families around the churchyard starting on Palm
Sunday, 28th March and continuing through the week before Easter, culminating on
Easter Day.
On Palm Sunday we will be in the churchyard between 2 and 4pm: families will be
able to collect their Palm crosses. The Easter story trail, with QR codes linking to
the Easter story, will be ready and answer sheets available for the challenge which
can be done then or at any time during the following week. We would also ask
people to collect a pebble to decorate and bring back to add to the Easter garden
which will be set up in the churchyard at the end of the week. You might want to
write a word on your pebble to describe what Jesus did for us e.g., forgive, love,
life, risen etc., put your name on it or paint a picture. We will be in the churchyard
on Easter Sunday afternoon between 2 and 4pm to welcome the arrival of your
pebbles, to collect your completed trail sheets and offer the reward of a small
Easter egg!
If you complete the trail during the week and cannot make Easter Sunday
afternoon please return your form (named please) and pebble either to Chris Cross
at 28 Bell Lane, to the Rectory in Church Street or to Lesley at 23 Banbury Road or
text Lesley on 07941 328535 and they will be collected and an egg delivered!
LP

Byfield Tennis Club

BYFIELD COMBINED
CHARITIES

Tennis should be reopening on 29/3/21. as well as the
infant tennis coaching (free) and rusty racquets which
will start in late April for five weeks on Friday
afternoons/evenings, on EASTER MONDAY 5/4/21
our LTA coach will run children’s sessions at a cost of
£10 per session, payable on the day as follows:
Session (1) 9.00am until 10.30am

Ages 5 to 7

Session (2) 10.30am until 12.00noon

Ages 8 to 11

Session (3) 12noon until 1.30pm
Please provide child’s name, club, date & session
to Peter Cowley 07539 244155
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The Byfield Combined Charities
will next meet in June 2021.
Further information will be
published when available.

How do snails get their shells all
shiny?
They use snail varnish!
How many skunks does it take to
make a big stink?
A phew!
Why did the pig run away from the
pigsty?
Because he felt that the other pigs
were taking him for grunted!

1st Byfield Scout Group

Contact: Rob Gericke

Email beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
01295 660508 or 07910 341637
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Sally Huband

Tel 07900 212064
Email skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com

Scouting in Byfield has been enjoyed by an increasing number of
young people even during the ups and downs (or should that be
ins and outs) of the covid 19 restrictions. We were allowed to meet
outside then brought back indoors onto Zoom again and now, after
Easter, we are allowed to meet outside again face to face –
hooray! Our Beaver, Cub and Scout Leaders have been amazing,
keeping the fun and interesting activities going, consequently our
numbers are rising whilst the national trend is downwards.
Enormous thanks go to them and also to the parents for supporting
their youngsters and hopefully themselves having some fun
distractions from home schooling too!
Just to round off last year - while we still ‘out’ all sections made recycled Remembrance Day
‘super’ poppies from previous year’s wreaths, to sell to close friends, family and neighbours.
The Royal British Legion also gave us some packs of wrist bands, badges and other items and
in return we were able to give them a whopping £424! A few of the youngsters received
certificates on behalf of their section, from the RBL in recognition. Well done all.
It seems a long time ago but Scouts celebrated Christmas
making yule logs and a large pioneering project of a Christmas
tree that you may have seen outside our hut.
Cubs and Beavers were also able to enjoy lots of dark activities
and plenty of fires and marshmallow toasting.
We managed to avoid another flooding incident inside the hut,
thanks to the Parish Council making a second gap in the mound
near the river to allow the flooding water to run away. Unfortunately, the cost of removable flood
defences to put in front of the doors is more than we can afford at the moment and without fund
raising we will have to wait and hope for not too much rain.
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Back ‘inside’ on Zoom, the snow gave another
distraction and provided the chance for the Cubs to have
a snowman competition and some great sculptures
appeared.
Cubs made chocolate brownies, baking with Baggy and
Beavers had a virtual Space themed camp and earned
lots of badges. As a result of their fantastic hard work
Alex and Finn gained their Chief Scout Bronze Award which is the highest badge a Beaver can
earn and they were ‘presented’ with them by our District Commissioner Irene. Well done Alex
and Finn!
As a change we had a virtual visit from Cool Creatures
who have a zoo in Scotland and they showed us 8
different animals including a meerkat, a gold crested
gecko, a pygmy hedgehog, an albino Burmese python
and a tegu lizard. They really were cool and everyone
was spellbound!
Along the way we’ve had various scavenger hunts,
challenges (what is the best shape you can eat out of a
slice of bread?!) games and a mystery to solve. With all
this fun we are still looking forward to being able to meet
face to face again after Easter and hopefully soon after, being able to camp again!
New members. If you have a youngster who would like to become a Beaver, Cub or Scout
please contact us ahead of time to put their name down in case we have a waiting list, to ensure
they will get a place.
Adults. We are currently looking for some new members for our Executive committee. If you
have benefitted from Scouting in the past and would like to help out now, please contact me.
We have meetings at the most, once a term and you will have some training to find out how
Scouting executive committees operate, to enable the Group Leaders carry on their fantastic
work giving young people great activities and experiences.
Thank you.
Shanna (5waysmd@gmail.com)

Christina Howkins-Griffiths
Children and Young People’s Counsellor
BEd, PG Dip CCYP, MBACP

Counselling sessions available in Byfield and
Banbury for Children and Young People from
5 to 25 years.
“Exploring life’s challenges with kindness and
compassion.”
07743 418099
Facebook: Christina HG Counselling
Christinahgcounselling.co.uk
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Diary for the Fiveways Benefice of
Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford Halse
for April/May 2021
As we go to press there is a limit of the number of people who can attend services and masks must be
worn and social distancing is in operation.
Services are subject to change as Covid-19 announcements are made.

APRIL

MAY

Thursday 1st April – Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Eucharist of the Last Supper at
Byfield

Sunday 2nd May
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
10am Holy Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Eydon
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
6pm BCP Evening prayer at Aston le Walls

Friday 2nd April – Good Friday
Good Friday Holy Half Hour at:
12pm Aston le Walls
1pm Boddington
2pm Byfield
3pm Woodford Halse
4pm Eydon

Sunday 9th May
9.30am Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
10am Holy Communion at Woodford Halse
11am Parish Communion at Byfield
6pm BCP Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 4th April – Easter Day
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Aston le
Walls
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon
9.30am Holy Communion at Woodford
Halse
11am Holy Communion at Byfield

Sunday 16th May
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon
10am Holy Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield
Sunday 23rd May
9.30am Holy Communion at Byfield
11am Holy Communion at Woodford Halse

Sunday 11th April
9.30am Holy Communion at Aston le
Walls
10am Holy Communion at Woodford
Halse
11am Parish Communion at Byfield
6pm BCP Evening Prayer at Boddington

Sunday 30th May
9.30am Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
11am Holy Communion at Eydon

Sunday 18th April
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Aston le
Walls
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon
10am Holy Communion at Boddington
10am Morning Worship at Woodford Halse
11am Morning Worship at Byfield

Sunday Evenings
Revd. Paul and Lesley will be continuing
the Zoom evening services every Sunday
at 6pm.
If you would like to join us then please
email her for an invitation.
lep23a@gmail.com

Sunday 25th April
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington
11am Holy Communion at Eydon

Bereavements
We offer our condolences to the family
and friends of:

The deadline for the next Byword
(June/July) will be Sunday 2nd May.
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Alan Powell RIP
Ann Reynolds RIP

