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Magazine and Parish Information
A magazine published by Holy Cross Church, Byfield, for all the residents in the village. The magazines
are issued in February, April, June, August, October and December. Contributions are always welcome:
copy to the Editor by the first Sunday of the preceding month, please.
Editor:
Advertising:
Distribution:

Miss Pam Hicks (pamhicks@uwclub.net)
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261596
Tel: 261596

Parish Church of Holy Cross:
Rector
Revd. Stevie Cross
Lay Reader
Mrs Lesley Palmer
Churchwardens:
Mrs Chris Cross, 28 Bell Lane
Mrs Lyn Grennan, 35 The Twistle

Tel: 260204
Tel: 264374
Tel: 260764
Tel: 261596

Hon. Treasurer:
Deputy Treasurer:

Tel: 261257
Tel: 261725

Miss Pam Hicks, 1 Edwards Close
Mrs Diana Charters

Services: Details on back cover.
Baptisms, Banns, Marriages, Funerals: Contact Revd. Stevie Cross as above
Choir Practice:
Organist:
Choir Mistress:

Wednesdays at 7.00pm.

Bell ringing Practice:
Tower Captain:

Fridays at 7.30pm.
Mr James Grennan

Mrs Alison Buck (alisonbuck1@hotmail.co.uk)

Tel: 260977
Tel: 261596

Methodist Church:
Minister:

Revd. Lin Francis (bancir@outlook.com)

Tel: 01295 262602

R.C. Church of the Sacred Heart, Main Street, Aston le Walls:
Parish Priest:

Father James Evans, The Presbytery, Aston le Walls

Stagecoach (Banbury)
TRANSCO Gas
Anglian Water
Thames Water (sewers)
Environment Agency Floodline
Powergen (general)
(emergencies)
E.ON
Western Power
Samaritans – free national
Samaritans – Banbury

Useful Telephone Numbers
Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841
Urgent medical concerns 24/7
111
Rural Wheels
01327 263627/260878
Byfield School
01327 260349
Byfield Nursery
01327 264230
Daventry District Council
01327 871100
Or www.daventrydc.gov.uk/

Daventry Library
Police (non-emergency)
Fire Headquarters
Ambulance Headquarters
Horton Hospital
N’pton Gen Hospital
Danetre Hospital
Rugby Hospital

Tel: 01295 660592

0300 1261000
03000 111222
01604 797000
01604 230555
01295 275500
01604 634700
01327 708800
01788 572831

01865 772250
0800 111 999
0800 771 881
0845 9200 800
0845 9881188
08455 191523
0800 056 8090
0904 545 0286
0800 6783 105
116123
01295 270000

To report an abandoned vehicle:
Call ELVIS on 08456 121 999
Northants County Council
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0300 126 1000

The Good Neighbours will support everyone
in the community during their self-isolation –
you can either let us know you want support,
so we’re ready to swing into action or just
call when you have a request.
01327 227000
Thank-you so much to all our wonderful
volunteers who are already helping those
self-isolating with collecting prescriptions,
picking up shopping, sending and collecting post etc.
More volunteers always welcome -email ByfieldGNS@gmail.com to find
out more.
Woodford Halse Good Neighbours is also now up and running, so make
sure your friends in Woodford know that they have support.
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BYFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk/ where all agendas,
minutes and useful documents can be seen. The Parish Council normally meets on the second
Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the village hall starting at 19.30 hrs. Members of
the press and public are always welcome to attend.
We have been experiencing some disruption to our email service during February and March
which we are working to resolve but if you have not had a reply to a query please try again.
The Parish Council plans to continue to meet during the Covid 19 outbreak although we may
alter our normal procedure to take account of any government advice.
Chairman’s Report
Many villagers will have been saddened to learn of the death of John Cannell in mid-February. A
former chairman of the Parish Council, Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and the village
hall committee, John and his wife Pat have been stalwarts of Byfield for more than 40 years. We
are grateful to John for his service and send to Pat our sympathy and best wishes.
Parish Council Elections
Byfield Parish Council was due to be part of the May 2020 elections which have now been
postponed for 12 months. Councillors will continue to serve until then unless they submit a
resignation.

Volunteer Opportunities in our village
There are several volunteering opportunities open to anyone who lives in Byfield or very close by.
1. Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator
Acting as a point of contact and liaison with local police this is a very interesting role which has
the possibility of impacting positively on the lives of everyone in our village. A key task of the
coordinator is to maintain a network of members. All schemes are different! They represent the
volunteer effort and energy that a coordinator and members can bring to their scheme – but the
value and result in achieving safer and friendlier communities is limitless.
More information is available at www.northantsnhw.co.uk
2. Community Speedwatch Coordinator
Again, this involves working with a group of local volunteers who play a very important role in
addressing the many concerns we hear about speeding in Byfield. A few more details below
under Speedwatch.
If you have any interest in either role please feel free to contact Cllr John Gillic for an informal,
no commitment conversation j.gillicbpc@icloud.com
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Environment

The PC is disappointed to note several occurrences of fly tipping on the track from the Farndon
Road to the lower carpark. This is garden greenery and perhaps those responsible think it’s
acceptable to dump their rubbish there because it’s a natural, open space. They are wrong and
this is a public nuisance, please don’t do it again whoever you are.
The Parish Council is grateful to villagers who trim grass, plant shrubs or otherwise maintain
public areas near their property, it is a neighbourly thing to do. No one should place themselves
at any risk doing this and of course it does not create any exclusive rights of access or ownership
to a piece of land.
Pocket Park and New Wood
This area is beginning to wake up after a rather wet winter and beginning of
spring. There have been crocuses out, and the daffodils are coming into
flower. We will be having more work done on trees in the cutting up to the
Brightwell, to allow more light to get through.
Last autumn, many bulbs were planted by our Pocket Park volunteers, and
Byfield school children. We are now waiting with bated breath to see them
emerge from the damp cold soil. Hopefully by the time this is published they will have emerged.
We have also had hedging plants donated from the Woodland Trust. These will be used to fill in
along the new fence by the allotments. Hedging plants will also be put in along the edge of the
overflow car park by the village hall.
The next working party will be on Thursday 26th March, from 10 until 12pm. Because this is an
outdoor activity with individuals working some distance apart it is hoped to continue the group as
normal however we understand if anyone would prefer not to attend. Cake and coffee are
provided, and tools are available. Come along and join our friendly group. We only work for around
about
two
hours,
or
whatever
time
you
feel
most
comfortable
with.
If you would like to get involved please contact Cllr Boddington for more information
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk
You may have noticed that some of the paths around the village have been neatened at the
edges. Many thanks to the two villagers who have been working hard to tidy things up.
The Parish Council has also engaged a gardener to do regular jobs around the village, such as
by the village hall, Clock Meadow and by the tennis courts. I hope that by having some regular
help areas will not get so overgrown.
Following dates for work at the pocket park should be 23rd April, 28th May, 25th June.
Allotments
If you are interested in renting an allotment please contact the clerk clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
Byfield Parishioners have priority on the waiting list.
Lights and Utilities
As you will know from previous issues of The Byword we have installed a number of new LED
lights around the village. The PC will gradually extend these to all areas starting with Dolls Hill,
Fessey Road, The Causeway and Lovett Road. These new lights are a warm white and use
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significantly less electricity than the traditional ones. Cllr Davis is the first point of call for any
faulty light in the village: email christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk
HS2
Buckingham Group are working on behalf of Fusion on the Chipping Warden relief road and bend
widening works at Wardington. The traffic lights in these locations along the A361 has caused
disruption to many of us travelling on this route. It has been agreed with Fusion and HS2 that
traffic lights will be manned and manually controlled during peak periods to prevent tailbacks
along the A361. As part of this work there are numerous scheduled full road closures at Chipping
Warden and night closures at Wardington.
Fusion have also been contracted to carry out work on the M40 roundabout in Banbury. Traffic
lights will be installed on the Hennef Way arm of the roundabout. This work is due to be started
in the coming weeks (dates yet to be confirmed) which will cause further disruption to Banbury
commuters. Look out for signs on the A361, we will post further information on the Parish Council
website and Facebook page once dates are confirmed.
As announced by Government, HS2 will go ahead. Eiifage Kier will be carrying out the Civils and
Landscaping work for the construction of the line and expect to start work in our area in March
enlarging the compound in Chipping Warden which will be a major hub containing a concrete
batching plant and accommodation for approximately 300 workers. This will be the base for work
from Chipping Warden to Wormleighton and Chipping Warden to Greatworth. This work is
expected to take 4-5 years from now. Traffic management plans are currently being produced. As
part of this work archaeological work is taking place between Boddington and Wormleighton to
investigate the remains of some 200 year old Iron Age Farm Steads.
HS2 will be holding a presentation event in Byfield (date to be confirmed) to provide information
on the work being carried out by Fusion and Eiffage Kier including landscaping, transport, road
diversions and archaeology.

Please remember that there are substantial grants available from HS2 to support local groups,
events, clubs and organsiations. Please don’t be shy, we will endure much disruption during the
construction so a grant make be some small recompense for the inconvenience.
Speeding Traffic / Speed Watch
The volunteer team for Community Speed Watch need a new coordinator. This role
involves some liaison with the police and our local group and organizing the equipment and rota
when the kit is available to us. There is also a role maintaining the batteries on the Speed
Indicator Devices and downloading some data. This could be combined with the coordinator
role or alternatively run as a standalone post.
The Parish Council is grateful for the work done by Kerry Lee over the last 12 months in setting
up the scheme in Byfield.
The police will continue to monitor and prosecute offenders on two sites in the village and the
community team will be out again in the spring when the equipment is available.
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Footpaths
We continue to monitor the local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have
responsibility for things like gates and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk and, follow
the country code by cleaning up after your dog.
A young villlager has worked hard as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award at clearing the footpath
from the High Street to Church Street. This was a big job and he deserves our appreciation.
Another example of community-based effort has been undertaken by Mrs Stevens and Paul from
Church Street who have cut back overgrowing grass to reveal footpaths along Church Street and
elsewhere.
Burial Ground
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on
graves. Following comments made to the Parish Council, Christmas wreaths were not removed
at the end of January as stated in the last Byword. Most were still in place at the beginning of
March. If anyone is maintaining a particular plot could they please, not put the wreaths in the
compost bins – they should go as general waste since many of the constituent parts will not
decompose.

Social Media
Thanks for everyone who has liked or followed our Byfield Parish Council Facebook page
(@byfieldparishcouncil). We now have over 130 followers (and growing!), and this is proving to
be a valuable communication channel between the Parish Council and the local community we
are serving, letting you know what we're doing and also listening to your comments and
feedback. Please continue to like and share! And of course, we also have our own website
www.byfield-pc.gov.uk

Brightwell Recreation Ground
Unfortunately, the Scout HQ has experienced several bouts of flooding
due to the restricted flow of water under a bridge to the side of the
Brightwell. Cllr Shepherd and his father Mr. Maurice Shepherd have
undertaken some ground work to create a break in the bund originally
designed to prevent overspill from the brook. We hope that this will
help matters. The Parish Council has also supplied the Scouts with
sacks and sand to assist with emergency defences.
The Brightwell is used by many villagers and also those from other
communities who drive here to exercise their dogs or bring their
children to play on the equipment or take part in one of the many activities that Byfield hosts
including scouts, guides, football and cricket. The Brightwell Recreation Ground Association and
Parish Council are proud of this area and continue to work for improvements to benefit everyone.
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Planning
At the time of writing the planning application for a new medical centre and housing remains under
consideration by Daventry District Council. At the Planning Committee meeting on 15th January
DDC opted to defer a decision requesting further work be done on the significant Highways
objections and elements of the design and appearance of the proposed development. The Parish
Council remains very conscious that this is a major development for Byfield and it is vitally
important that we continue to take an overview to ensure that any planning permission produces
the best possible outcome for everyone in the parish. In particular, those who are directly affected
by the extra traffic and all those pedestrians, parents with buggies and others with mobility
impairments who must continue to use the Fiveways junction.
All other planning applications, Parish Council comments and the record of decisions can be
found in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
•
•
•

Change of use for two lodges from residential to residential care including building a
single-story extension –Solden Hill
Construction of a mono pitch greenhouse – Farndon Hill Barn
Variation of a planning condition relating to the size of canopy at Byfield Filling Station –
High Street Byfield

If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.

John Gillic - Chair - Byfield Parish Council
Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022 e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk or wellerbyfield@waitrose.com
Website - www.byfield-pc.gov.uk
_________________________________________________________________

COUNCILLORS
NAME

TELEPHONE
AREAS OF INTEREST
e-mail address
_________________________________________________________________________
John Gillic
28 Banbury Lane

01327 262917
j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council CHAIRMAN
Burial Ground
Closed churchyard
Village hall trustee

Sally Boddington
01327 263745
31 Bell Lane
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk
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Pocket Park
Allotments, Environment

Michael Buckley
01327 262628
4 Farebrother Close
Lindsay Clark
39 Lovett Road

michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk

not available
lindsayclark.bpc@gmail.com

Website
Risk Assessment
Charities trustee
Rights of Way
Allotments co-ordinator

Santon Crowshaw
not available
High Street
santon.crowshaw@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Highways
Planning

Christl Davis
20 Westhorpe Lane

Council Property
Street lights
Charities trustee

01327 261504
christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Barbara Ridyard
The Old Chapel
The Green

01327 612482
barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Playground
Trees

Simon Shepherd
19 The Twistle

01327 262177
simon@haymakingservices.co.uk

General maintenance

Mike Taylor
Church Street

not available
michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Communicating with
parishioners
Recreation Ground

District Councillor -

Rupert Frost, The Hall, Manor Road, Staverton NN11
Tel: 01327 700198 e-mail RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

County Councillor -

Robin Brown, Leadership Support, NCC, County Hall,
Northampton, NN1 1AT
Tel 01604 367 813
rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk

Meeting dates 2020
April

Thursday 9th
Full Council
Easter weekend 10-13 April
Thursday 23rd
(Planning)

May

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

Full Council incl Annual Meeting
(Planning)

June

Thursday 11th
Thursday 25th

Full Council
(Planning)

July

Thursday 9th
Thursday 23rd

Full Council
(Planning)
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Boddington and District Garden Association
The BDGA probably has more members in Byfield than in any other village, our friendly
meetings normally take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month in Boddington Village
Hall at 7.30 pm. Members and guests are always welcome and we offer free refreshments as well
as a range of interesting talks, trips and biannual holidays. For more information or to join contact
our membership secretary Beverly Mee beverly.amee@outlook.com
The club now has a Facebook page for members - just search Boddington and District Garden
Association and ask to join. It is another way of sharing information about our gardens and love
of nature as well as news about the club.
Our next meetings were planned to be on 25th March, 22nd April and 27th May but it has become
necessary to cancel these. We then take our usual summer break and reopen in September.
The trip planned for the summer is under review and we still hope to go but will delay making a
final decision about that until the middle of May.
Happy gardening – see you all in the autumn.

1st Byfield Scout Group
Contact: Rob Gericke Email
beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
01295 660508
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Sally Huband

Tel 07900 212064
Email skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com

A presentation by a team of dedicated Scout leaders kick started our year. Scouts in
Northamptonshire Against Plastic Pollution (SNAPP) is a
successful initiative raising awareness and encouraging
recycling schemes lead by Scouts throughout the County.
Byfield Scouts looked at the waste they generated daily
and decided to investigate how to make re-usable food
wrappers out of cotton impregnated with natural Bees
wax, reducing the need for single use cling film and tin
foil. Look out for us selling these at village events
throughout the year – Buying our Wonder Wraps are just
one small step you could take to help our environment.
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Do you love Haggis? The Scouts fell into
2 camps – they either Loved it or Hated
it when we celebrated Burns Night in
January. The Scouts had to hunt down
and catch their Haggis first!

Our international activities continued with Australia day
quizzing and even more traditional food tasting.

Tasting Vegemite with Scout Leader Jon

Challenging our perceptions saw the Scouts attempting to play Paralympic sports such as blind
football and Goal Ball which brought home to them all just how talented our Paralympians are
and we will all be eagerly watching the GB squad competing in Japan in 2021.
As you can see from this Byword contribution Being a Scout leader isn’t all knots and woggles!
Perhaps you’d like to Try our 4-week Challenge to see if you’d like to join us… there’s no
pressure at all - you can just come along on week one to see what we’re all about.
As the UK’s largest mixed youth organisation Scouts aims to build and develop young people’s
confidence, sense of adventure and outdoor skills, as well as encouraging them to explore their
beliefs and attitudes and be creative. It offers them the independence to put these skills into
practice at camps and even on international trips.
Scouts are encouraged to work together and take the lead on all sorts of projects, from
community based work to planning games and activities for their meetings. The Scout Troop is
the third section in the Scout Group, above Beavers and Cubs. The Scout Section is for young
people aged between 10½ and 14½ years. Byfield Scout troop meets on Tuesday evenings
from 7pm - 8.30pm at The Scout HQ at the Brightwell Recreation Ground in Byfield.
If you would like any further information contact: Sally Huband on 07900 212064
Yours In Scouting
Skip, March 2020
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Rising Stars!
Our theme in January was based on the story of Jesus’ baptism. The young
people started by identifying all the different places where water was used in
our church and we then discussed why water was so important for all of us.
We read the account in Matthew’s Gospel of the Baptism of Jesus and then
talked about the reasons for Jesus’ Baptism and why Christians choose to be
baptized today.
Jesus chose the ‘right time’ to be baptized: he was preparing to start his ministry.
We challenged the young people to guess the time it would take them to complete an obstacle
course: could they estimate the ‘right time’? All twelve of them hopped, skipped
wriggled, bounced a ball, targeted bean bags – Sophie was the quickest but
Chloe was the nearest to her ‘right time’! In order to cool down after all that effort
they sat to think about a talent or a gift that another person in the group
possessed: they had to symbolize this on a small piece of paper – we then
placed these around a candle, thought quietly about that person and said a short
prayer thanking God for the gifts we have that are unique to us. We finished the evening with
pizza.
In February the young people started by identifying adverts that are trying to tempt us and we
then read Matthew’s account of Jesus temptation: James and Chloe were VERY evil sounding
devils! We talked about Lent being a time of preparation for Easter and how we could better
appreciate God’s Creation, planning what we might do to care better for our planet and all the
people who live on it. Each young person has a Livelent booklet which contains challenges for
every week up to Easter. We made a start on the first week by planting some seeds which will
hopefully, with some care – and gentle watering – germinate. We will check the progress at our
next meeting.
We finished the evening with pancakes – there was a good choice of toppings. Nutella with
sugar went down well!!
We will be meeting again on 21st May and 18th June at 6pm in the Holy Cross Church, Byfield. If
you are aged between 7 and 12, come and join us!
If you have any questions ring Lesley or text 07941 328535.
KA, LG, SC, LP

Little Angels
Little Angels is a group for babies and pre-school children with their parents, grandparents or
carers. We meet on the third Monday in the month in term time from 2 – 2.45pm
in Holy Cross Church, Byfield.
In January we talked about the journey of the wise men. Because they had a
great knowledge of the stars, we made telescopes to take home.
In February we found out about the kind of life that Jesus would have led as a
child and listened to the story about him being left in the Temple after a visit to Jerusalem with
Mary and Joseph. We shared some of the food that Jesus would have eaten: everyone tried
some of the flat bread, Otis liked the dates and Roo was very keen on the olives! Norah and the
boys had a go at ‘writing’ on clay tablets as Jesus would have done.
Do come and join us once sessions start again. If you have any queries please contact Lesley
on 07941 328535.
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A Journey from Daventry to Byfield
Taken from “The Story of Byfield” by Edward. F. Poole BA (1930), Headmaster of Byfield
School from 1926 to 1932, with some editing to bring it up to date.
The A361 main road from Banbury to Daventry is a convenient mode of approach to Byfield
from either direction, and a picturesque journey is assured; Daventry or Banbury are the two
points of the compass that form the gateways to our village. The traveller from south or north
will use the A361 highway that runs through the village of Byfield, which follows the old
Banbury/Daventry turnpike that went-on to Lutterworth; that road now facilitates interconnection
between three major motorways right in the geographical middle of England, the M40, M1 & M6.
From Daventry to the north the road first skirts Badby, with its woods of
unspoiled loveliness, and, passing the “Lantern House” a Turnpike (toll) site
still standing at the top of the “Badby Gap”, the Fawsley estate is unveiled,
with its many links with history. Further on, a couple of miles before you
reach Byfield you go through Charwelton, a small village but worth a halt.
The River Cherwell rises from a spring once in the cellar of Cherwell
House, a mile away. Cherwell House has since been demolished; with
difficulty the spring can be found filling a small pond at its former location.
At a point immediately south of the site of the old (Charwelton) railway
station, now the location of an aerodynamic testing facility, this stripling of a
stream passes beneath the road.
As an aside, that test site will use the old mile and threequarters long dead straight Catesby
tunnel as an experimental laboratory. The tunnel was completed in 1897 and is in almost as
good condition now as it was then, a tribute to Victorian engineers and labourers.
Returning to Charwelton, alongside the A361 just before the village pub is an ancient stone
packbridge that marks the spot of the old ford; tradition, which often
errs, says that this is the “highest bridge over water in England”. An
unusual feature of this village is its church, which stands in
melancholy isolation in fields nearly a mile east of the hamlet, now a
shadow of its former self due to the depredations of the York versus
Lancaster wars five hundred years ago.
Old world lanes lead eastward to Preston Capes on a hilltop, where a castle once frowned, or
westwards to Hellidon and Priors Marston. There is no finer scenery in Northamptonshire than
that of the Warwick borderland; the view from the hill on which Hellidon Windmill still plays
sentinel attracted the notice of the antiquary Morton: “Thence you see the Malvern Hills with
ease, when the eye is assisted with a glass, and ‘tis thought, may descry the Wrekin, in
Shropshire.” On clear days no glass is needed to see the Malverns but I have not heard of
anyone spotting the Wrekin. The Skylines of Rugby, Coventry and even Birmingham can
however be identified.
The road from Charwelton to Byfield now runs parallel to a high backed ridge with some farm
buildings, conspicuously isolated, near the crest. After touching the shoulder of “Windmill Hill”, it
descends towards Byfield. “Windmill Hill” one of two windmill sites either side of the village, now
hides a reservoir, the windmills being long dismantled. Five ways meet at the site of the old
market at the entrance to Byfield, one of which switch-backs to the west past the Oxford Canal
reservoir to Upper Boddington, with its pleasantly situated church, from which spectacular views
west are to be found. Another leads east to the old railway marshalling town of Woodford Halse
and yet another to Byfield’s fourteenth century “Holy Cross” Church, with its magnificent spire.
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The main road after leaving Byfield climbs rapidly to a height of 628 feet above sea-level, an
enticing and exhilarating walk. There are tempting sidetracks for the pedestrian, but to
appreciate the best views one must be on foot.
Approaching Redhill Wood, with its shimmering azure carpet at bluebell time, the view to the left
is tempting, and was once the site of Byfield’s other windmill but for sheer expanse, the once
gated road on the right below, leading to the small village of Aston-le-Walls should be taken.
The traveller should pause on the brow to admire the prospect before beginning the sharp
descent towards the Aston road (unfortunately not such a good view now!). A wide valley lies
there; Aston appears amidst a bower of trees; in the far distance, beyond Cropredy (another
historic battle site but from a later war) are the dim blue lines of the Cotswolds; westwards the
level flank of Edgehill ends in the abrupt escarpment, which is so prominent a landmark; to the
west and north is a wide sweep of unbroken pastoral country, save for the occasional hint of
another village, with more hills forming the horizon.
Onwards over the soon to be constructed high speed railway line, to Chipping Warden, a
genuine relic of rural England, having a past history of considerable interest, it has now sunk
into a peaceful obscurity. The “Black Grounds” near the village where the Roman Brinavis, a
station of the old Portway can be seen and nearby is the site of The Battle of Edgcote, the death
blow to King Edward IV’s reign. To explore the charms of Chipping Warden one must leave the
main road by the lane passing between the Manor and the Church. The gates of Edgcote Park
open upon an undulating and well wooded prospect, through which the Cherwell makes a
winding valley for itself in its progress from a stream to a river on its way to the Thames at
Oxford.

Luncheon Club
In June of this year we will have been running for 30 years. I have been involved with the
club all this time as has Ann Tompkins who still comes to do the washing up.
Dolly Buckle has recently retired due to health reasons and I feel that the time has come
when I have to hang up my apron, Ann has to put aside her rubber gloves and Val Egan stop
laying the tables and washing up.
So, from June onwards we will be in need of volunteers to keep this amazing club running.
The present cooks are continuing but we need people to set up and lay the tables, clear
away and do the washing up. Over the years so many people have been able to enjoy the
meals as well as the opportunity to meet up with friends for a chat and make new friends. It
would be a great pity if we have to close due to lack of help.
I will continue to go to the cash and carry for supplies and deal with the money side of the
club.
The club meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month (subject to change). We will
advertise when lunches will be starting again after the coronavirus lockdown.
Barbara Edmunds
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Byfield Big Breakfast
The very first Big Breakfast was held in January 2009

As you can see from the above cutting from the Daventry Express the event was organized to
raise money for Holy Cross Action Project to install heating and lighting in the church.
It was intended to be a one-off event but was so successful that it was decided to continue the
breakfasts. The busiest breakfast was when we served 180 breakfasts, but numbers have now
settled at around 110 customers.
We now hold about 6 breakfasts a year and have raised an astonishing £32,000. This has
enabled the church to do even more in the building such as a toilet, servery and keep it a very
well-maintained church.
All this has only been possible with the team of volunteers who turn out early Saturday
mornings and work so hard and of course we have had superb support from the residents of
Byfield and surrounding villages. A great meal and the opportunity to meet up with friends for a
chat has ensured the popularity of the event.
So, a big THANK YOU to everyone involved and we look forward to seeing you at the new
season which should start on October 3rd, November 7th and December 5th.
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Royal British Legion
In the last edition of The Byword we told you something of our activities during
2019, and already this year we have had the benefit of speakers at the first three of our monthly
meetings for 2020. Some of you may know Bert Manton of Woodford, who has a little private
museum of rural life over there. Well, his presentation to us early in January was something
different. He laid out forty odd items, and the majority of those were odd. They ranged from
George Stephenson’s (he of “Rocket” fame) cucumber straightener to a “Gibson Girl” wind-up
emergency radio transmitter/receiver. We were asked to identify them, with points awarded by
Bert that translated into a prize for the winner.
Then there was Richard Woodcock from over Napton way, who cycles the world raising
thousands of pounds for Mencap. Last year he told us about his travels in Cuba, this February
he described how he had survived an 8+ magnitude earthquake after crossing the Andes into
Chile, and how he ended-up unravelling the mysteries of Easter Island – and no, not because of
a resulting tsunami, this was by choice.
If any non-Members out there would like to join us at one of our Speaker Meetings, you would
be welcome, but it will cost you one pound per head. Of course, we’ll also try to recruit you into
the Royal British Legion for an extra seventeen quid a year, everyone is eligible by the way. And
that invitation goes for our “last Wednesday” monthly pub-lunches around our District too.
Details of all of those can be found on our Web site, just search for “Byfield Legion” via your
favourite device, contact us by e-mail, or if you prefer, by using the ‘phone numbers set out
below.
e-mail Byfield.MemSecretary@rbl.community or ‘phone 01327 260093 or 01327 260590, or
post a letter or postcard to Byfield & District Branch of the RBL c/o 8, Beckets Close, Byfield
NN11 6XS.
Once the restrictions on visiting places is relaxed, I can recommend the new café at Galanos
House, the Royal British Legion’s care home just outside Southam (behind the petrol station on
the Banbury Road). Some of the money you donate to us goes to them. They are one of six
Care Homes run by the RBL for ex-service personnel and their dependents. It is really well
worth a visit if only to see how a care home should be run. The café isn’t just a café either, they
call it their “Hub” and it is designed for anyone and everyone to visit, as and when they wish. It
will include various activities and services for their local community and will even have space to
hire for your events.
And whilst on the subject of where your donations go, we support, and have supported since its
opening, the RBL’s recuperation and rehabilitation “Battle Back” centre up in Lilleshall, Salop.
That’s on the site of one of our National Sports Centres, just north of Telford. It really is a lovely
setting and does some amazing and almost unbelievable work in getting our ex-service
personnel suffering from any kind of serious problem back into mainstream society. Its not just
the limbless that benefit from their work but also others who may have less visible but non-theless severe problems to overcome.
And then of course there’s the Poppy Appeal, which helps run the RBL as a whole. Last year’s
(2018/19)) appeal in this area realised an outstanding £12,647.29, but it was the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First World War. This year (2019/2020) so far less so but still
almost achieving our initial £10,000 target, and we still have six months to go until the account
closes. Watch this space.
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What does a cloud wear under his
raincoat?
Thunderwear.

st

1 Byfield Scout Group
2nd Saturday Coffee Mornings will resume in September
hopefully, in the Meeting Room of the Village Hall 10am
to 12 noon.
Aiming to fund raise for
improvements to the
Headquarters – including flood
barriers - and also to raise
awareness of the Group and what
it can offer young people age 6 to
14 across the 3 sections (Scouts, Cubs and Beavers).

Bereavements
We offer our condolences to the family
and friends of:
Graham Chappell
John Cannell

The deadline for the next Byword
(June/July) will be Sunday 3rd May
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What do kids play when they can’t play
with a phone?
Bored games.
What did the policeman say to his
tummy?
Freeze. You’re under a vest.

POPSONS
Pharmacy

Your local pharmacy –
the heart of healthcare
40 Station Road
Woodford Halse
01327 260393
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YOGA IN BYFIELD
Gentle Yoga for Overall
Wellbeing
Beginners and Improvers
Every Monday Morning
9.30-10.30am
Every Wednesday Evening
7.30-9.00pm
For More Information: Contact Lisa
Mobile: 07976 785053
Email : lisakdukes@gmail.com

Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service
T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316
20
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M Corbett Building
Services
Brickwork, Stonework,
Extensions, Repointing,
Roof repairs,
Chimney repairs, Guttering,
Patios.
35 years’ experience
All jobs considered.
For a free quotation call:
Office:
01295 272610
Mobile: 07891 866826
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