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0300 126 1000

Stewart Adams – a son of Byfield
Stewart Adams, the discoverer one of the most significant new
medicines of the 20thC, was born in 4 (now No7) New Terrace,
Byfield on 16th April 1923 and lived there until 1929 when he
moved with his family to 4, Dolls Hill. He was the only son of
Albert Frederick Adams (a Passed Fireman on the railway) and
Gertrude Mary Georgina Sanders who was the daughter of the
Congregational Minister, the Reverend Eli Sanders. Stewart
entered Byfield Primary School on 25th April 1927 and remained a
pupil until he left on 13th April 1933 when his father was transferred
to Doncaster much to Stewart’s dismay, as he had very much
enjoyed growing up in the village. The place that he had been
offered at Towcester Grammar School was transferred to
Doncaster Grammar School and then on to March Grammar
School when his father was moved once again in 1937. He left the
latter of his own volition in 1939 and went to work in the March
Branch of Boots the Chemists on an apprenticeship which lasted 3 years (he claimed that his
aunt who was a JP in Daventry got into a conversation with the uncle of a senior executive of
the Boots Company who organised an interview for him: little did they know what hare they had
started running with this chance encounter).
Boots sponsored his undergraduate studies at University College Nottingham and on graduating
in 1945 they employed him in the penicillin production unit at their factory in Beeston but he
found the work ‘disappointingly unchallenging’ so jumped at the chance to move to the
pharmacology section of the research department. In 1949 Boots and the Pharmaceutical
Society of Gt. Britain sponsored him to undertake research for a higher degree at the University
of Leeds by which he was awarded a PhD in Pharmacology in 1952.
He returned to the pharmacology department at Boots, where he was given a project looking for
drugs that could be used to treat rheumatoid arthritis (RA), a condition for which, at that time,
there no treatment that was both effective and safe. This started a 13-year period of dedicated
work in collaboration with an organic chemist, John Nicholson. In the 1950s the technique
employed to find new compounds was often referred to as ‘molecular roulette’; in this case they
used aspirin as their starting point, since it was known to relieve the symptoms of RA, and made
a number of compounds that were related to it. These were then tested for activity in a
laboratory model of inflammation which Stewart had deduced was the cause of the disease. At
first they could find nothing better than aspirin so they had to repeat the cycle several times with
molecules that became progressively less and less like aspirin which stubbornly refused to give
up its gold standard. There were a few successes along the way and 4 compounds were put
into clinical tests but all of them failed. However, after testing more than 20,000 compounds, a
new group of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents (NSAIDs) were discovered and the one
with the most potential, later to be called Ibuprofen, was selected to undergo a clinical trial in
Edinburgh. Before this could happen, Stewart insisted on taking it first since he believed that ‘if
you were going to ask volunteers and patients to take a drug, you ought to be prepared to take
it yourself’. These trials showed that the drug was active and well tolerated so, following more
clinical trials with larger numbers of patients, in 1969 it was approved by the Committee on
Safety of Drugs (then often known as the Dunlop Committee) as a treatment for rheumatic
diseases. Boots launched it as a prescription only medicine with the name Brufen in the same
year.
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The early experiences suggested that the drug did not work but once it was realised that the
dose had been set too low, this was increased by prescribers, and positive responses were
seen and it soon became established as mainstream therapy. It was subsequently launched in
the USA, under licence to Upjohn, as Motrin in 1974 which was
considered to be amazingly quick for a new drug discovered in the UK.
But the story does not end there. As part of their research Adams and
Nicholson become aware that ibuprofen was also capable relieving pain
and lowering temperature, just as aspirin does. It therefore started to be
used for more ailments (e.g. headache, toothache, influenza) and the
continued proof of its good safety record, led to Stewart being involved
in the application for it to made available over-the-counter without
prescription in pharmacies. It took 5 years to convince the renamed
Committee on Safety of Medicines, but in 1983 its reclassification was
approved and Nurofen was launched: what was more astonishing is that
the USA agency this time took only a year to grant it similar status. The
final step was its movement to the General Sales List in the 1990s which
is why you can now buy it in Byfield Co-op (but sadly not take advantage of Stewart’s personal
observation that it can be used to relieve hangovers as that use is not within its licence!). This
change in availability of a new medicine was achieved in an unprecedented period of only 25
years.
By this time Stewart had risen up through the hierarchy at Boots to become head of
pharmaceutical sciences with responsibility for discovering more novel prescription drugs. He
was appointed to the Board of Boots International in 1978 and was due to retire in 1983 but was
asked to continue to work with the Company as a consultant, which he did for a further 10
years.
He was made an OBE in 1987, awarded an honorary DSc by the University of Nottingham in
2008 and made a Freeman of the City of Nottingham in 2013. In the same year the Royal
Society of Chemistry recognized the work on Ibuprofen by erecting a plaque at BioCity
Nottingham which reads: In recognition of the pioneering research work, here on Pennyfoot Street, by Dr Stewart
Adams and Dr John Nicholson in the Research Department of Boots which led to the
discovery of Ibuprofen used by millions worldwide for the
relief of pain.
He married Mary Harvey (also a research scientist at Boots, later to
become a geography teacher) in 1950 and the house they moved
into at Redhill, Nottingham in 1955 remained his home for over 60
years. Perhaps he yearned for some stability after the nomadic
nature of his childhood that his father’s work dictated. They had two
sons Chris, who is a successful solicitor in Nottingham, and David,
who is Dean of the Medical School at Birmingham University.
It is 50 years since Ibuprofen was first prescribed and it is ironic that
a drug which is now considered sufficiently important to be included
in the WHO model list of essential medicines (alongside aspirin and
paracetamol in its category) and has sales of more than £2.5bn per
annum worldwide from a production of in excess of 20,000 tons, brought no financial reward to
the discoverers. However, it will come as no surprise to know that Stewart, who was a kind and
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very humble man, had no regrets and believed that making a contribution to the well-being of
his fellow human beings was reward enough.
He never forgot Byfield. After leaving when he was 10, he came back every summer holiday
until he was 16 and for many years after that. He inherited the house that his parents bought at
6 the Green after his father retired and they returned to the village in 1956. Stewart kept this
house after his mother died in 1988 and rented it out. When he needed to carry out
maintenance and repairs he used to tow his caravan to Woodford Halse where he would park at
a farm for the duration. He reluctantly sold the house, which was also known as Chapel
Cottage, when his inability to travel meant that he could no longer cope with it. According to his
son, Chris, whenever he needed a password for his computer most of the names he used were
local to this area. He is a son of whom the village can be justly proud and he surely deserves a
fitting memorial. But we would not be alone in this respect. On 8th March 2019 a new cycleway and bridge linking Nottingham University and the Boots site at Beeston was officially
opened. Nottingham City Council, the Boots Company and the University have agreed that it
should be named in his honour.
He died in the Queens Medical Centre in Nottingham on 30th January 2019, aged 95. Perhaps
the next time you buy a packet of Ibuprofen you will take a minute to think of Stewart Adams,
the man who was born in Byfield nearly a century ago and helped to discover your medicine.

******
Byfield School: Last Chance to Make your Mark
The exciting new school hall is nearly complete! I particularly want to thank all the school staff
who have worked extra hard while the work has been going on. It will be a fantastic new space
for the use of the children of Byfield and the wider community.
This is your last chance to get involved and contribute to the hall by becoming a "Legacy Donor".
Anyone who donates £20 will have their name recorded and displayed permanently within the
new hall.
Please place donations (cash or cheques to "Byfield School") in an envelope marked "Legacy
Donor" and clearly indicate the name you would like to be displayed. Then either:
• hand in at School Reception
• post through the letterbox at 22 Becketts Close
If anyone is interested in making a substantial donation, in return for having the school hall named
after themselves, please contact the Headteacher to discuss this option (01327 260349).
This is a great opportunity for everyone to make their mark - but please act now, as this is our last
call and we don't want anyone to miss out.
Sarah Burke
Chair of Governors, Byfield School
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Letter from the Rectory
Easter is late this year on 21st April, so looking around my garden I hope it means
lots of flowers available to decorate the church. I am always so grateful to those
who seek to make our churches look so beautiful at the major festivals. I expect
the daffodils will be over but I hope you enjoyed Daffodil Day last month in church.
Thank you to all those who offered hospitality
Only the two major Christian festivals still have a defined place in national life, Christmas and
Easter both provide bank holidays for many to enjoy. Although both have been taken over by
secular images of the Christmas tree and the Easter egg but within the church it is still the crib
and the cross which are the centre of our reflections.
More people attend church services at Christmas than Easter. This may be because carol
services and crib services draw crowds for which there is no equivalent at Easter but these
different levels of church attendance do not reflect anything about their relative importance in the
church year. One thing we can say with certainty is that there would not have been a Church had
the apostles not experienced the risen Christ at that first Easter. This event turned frightened and
dejected men into people who could not keep themselves from preaching the Gospel to all the
nations. So without the experience of Easter and the good news about the resurrection of the
Saviour there would have been no point in telling anyone about his birth at Bethlehem.
On the other hand, the message of Christmas is also supremely important, for in God becoming
man, Jesus has chosen to identify himself with those whom he is going to redeem and transform
through his subsequent death and resurrection. So it is true to say that both are central to our
faith even if it is the case that the event of Easter was what sparked it all off.

So Christmas and Easter are not separate events but part of the same process of salvation.
The build up to Christmas has its climax on Christmas Day. Holy week and Easter are a time of
mixed emotions and events, the highs and low of the Easter story. We hope that you will join us.
We start together on Palm Sunday celebrating the entry in Jerusalem at Aston le Walls
processing part of the way round the village with our Roman Catholic friends. There are
services all through the week which are listed at the back of the magazine.
Please join us on Good Friday morning in the village hall to share again in the retelling that
special event followed by hot cross buns.
For that special Easter experience we invite you to join us at 6am to light the Easter
fire outside the church and process in with our candles,
We hope that you will come and join us this Easter time to hear again the well known story.
With my best wishes for a truly joyful Eastertide.

Stevie
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Byfield & District Royal British Legion
We would like to thank you all for the tremendous support you have given us
over the past year.
The Quiz in November made a record £794 and so we were able to make 2 donations of £500
each, one to the “Battle Back” Centre at Lilleshall in Shropshire, where through adventure
training traumatised service personnel are helped to battle back to as normal a life as possible,
and the other to Galanos House at Southam, a nursing home for ex-service personnel.
At the Centennial event in the Village Hall, as packed as I have ever seen it, the WI raised £440
from the bar and tea and cakes. They sent that money directly to the Battle Back Centre.
We were later donated £140 by the PTA, the money they raised by the bar and the sale of
burgers at the Centennial event and Richard Buck’s Brass Ensemble gave us all the donations
from their concert in Byfield church in January, a total of £255. An extremely generous gesture
on their part. With this extra money we will be adding to the donation to the Battle Back Centre.
So, once again a tremendous thank you from all of us in the RBL for your generosity and
cooperation. You have been fantastic.
On top of that the 13 villages that make up the Byfield District have to date raised a record
breaking £12533 in the 2018/19 Poppy Appeal.
For all the information on our Branch of the Legion try our website. Simply google Byfield British
Legion, I think you will find it an interesting read.
All are welcome to come to our meetings and our monthly pub lunches. The next meeting is on
April 2nd in Aston le Walls Village Hall when there will be a talk by Roger Cragg on “The History
of Transport in the West Midlands”.
There is no requirement, and this has been the case for many years now, to be ex-service to be
a member of the British Legion. So, if you are interested in the welfare of service and ex-service
people who are less fortunate than most of us, give it a try. The younger the better! The need
for care will be with us for many years to come.
Russ Mallace (Chairman) 260433 or russ.mallace@live.co.uk

Lunch Club – Help Wanted
As most people in the village know, we have been running the lunch club for the last 28 years
(29 in June). We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month in the village hall. We
serve people from Byfield and surrounding villages a home cooked meal and it is a chance to
catch up with friends.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, I am unable to continue to help the team for the next 2
months.
If there is anyone who would be willing to help in any capacity or know of anyone please
contact me on 01327 262106 or barbaracupcake18@gmail.com or just come along to see for
yourself. It would be very sad if we couldn't make it to 30 years so I look forward to hearing
from you.
Barbara
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Prior’s Hall Films

Byfield Tennis Club
Free Children’s Tennis again this Spring!
The club will be offering a FREE 5 week
course for children in Reception, Year 1 &
Year 2 who have not previously attended
any regular weekly courses at the club.
Dates: Fridays 26/4 to 24/5 - 4.00 pm to
4.45 pm
To book a place(s) please email child’s
name, DOB, mobile contact number and
child's school to: pwhcowley@hotmail.com
Rusty Racquets coaching for adults
Starting tennis or needing to brush up your
skills?
Then join in 5 sessions with our coaches
Dates: Fridays 26/4 to 24/5 - 8.30 pm to
9.30 pm Cost: £35 for the five weeks.
Contact: pwhcowley@hotmail.com
All the above courses will be ran by LTA
Qualified and Licensed coaches.

Friday 26th April
The Old Man and the Gun
Year of Release: 2018
Friday 24th May
Bohemian Rhapsody
Year of Release: 2018
As usual doors open at 7:00pm
and the films start at 7:30pm

The Boddington and District Garden Club meets
in Boddington Village Hall at 7.30 pm, on the 4th
Wednesday of the month.
Our Speakers for the next few months are:April 24th Bernard Brown talking about Bees
May 22nd Mike Brown 'A Bouquet of Weeds'

Already a player or want details about
membership and our activities?
Then contact Sue Waterhouse, BTC
secretary
via suzette.waterhouse@gmail.com
POTTERY IN STAVERTON
Unit 1c, Green Acres, Catesby Rd,
Staverton NN11 6JP
Come and relax, unwind and let your
creative side unleash itself!
Learn to throw on a Potter’s Wheel
Have a go at different hand building
techniques
Taster sessions, group or one-one
sessions available
Bring your family during school
holidays
Gift vouchers available
Call Catherine Walton on
07923537874 or email
catherineanneceramics@hotmail.com

Vincent van Gough walks into a bar, and
the bartender offers him a drink. No
thank you, said Vincent, I’ve got one
‘ere.

Newcomers are welcome, there is a small
entrance fee for non members. Coffee,
tea and homemade cake available.

BYFIELD 2ND TUESDAY GROUP
(previously Byfield Over 60s Club)
The name has been changed to remove any ‘ageism’
and to make meetings, and membership, open to
anyone of any age. The Group meets on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 2pm in Byfield village hall.
Membership is currently just £7 for 12 months plus £2
per meeting in the hall to cover cost of hire and
refreshments and a quarterly raffle.
Non-members are most welcome at £4 per meeting.
Programme for the next few months –
9th April

Tudor Food and Drink with Martin SirotSmith
14th May
The Life, and the Wife, of a working
canal boatman. Illustrated talk by Barry Watson
11th June
Possible outing to Coton Manor
Gardens
9th July
Visit to meet and walk with the alpacas
at Woodford Halse
For further information please ring either Angela on
260022, Rosemary on 261327 or Ann on 260699.
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From the Byfield Belfry
Byfield has been very successful in recruiting new ringers in the past and have hope that you
might be interested in ringing in the future. Bell Ringing is great fun! There are about 40,000
bellringers in the UK, and 40,000 people can’t be wrong! With that many ringers, it’s a great
hobby socially too. No matter where you go in the UK, you’re never far
from a tower with bells and a band of ringers who will welcome you –
including the pub afterwards!
All sorts of people are ringers young and old. Many people seem to think
that you have to be musical or perhaps mathematically-minded to ring,
which isn’t true at all. We certainly don’t conform to any stereotype – most
of us don’t even look all that much like Quasimodo (see ringing myths)!
Some people seem to think that you need to be quite strong to ring the
bells, and this isn’t true either. Some bells can weigh just under a ton,
which sounds a lot heavier than it feels! Not all ringers are churchgoers or
religious either.
Once you have mastered the basic technique you can start “change ringing”. We start off by
rhythmically ringing a descending scale and then change the order in which the bells ring in
various different ways – these are called “methods”. These “methods” are like pieces of music
that we learn off-by-heart before we ring and mean there’s always something new to learn, so
ringing never gets dull and is always a challenge. Ringing “methods” requires concentration and
a huge amount of team-work. For this reason, bell ringing is sometimes described as the
ultimate team activity! Get Involved!
Byfield will practice Friday nights from 7:30 to 9 PM and for scheduled Sunday services in the
benefice.
For new learners upon request I will add a silent practice on Thursday 7:30 to 8:30 for rope and
bell handling.
All are welcome, if you need more information please go to: http://daventrybranch.btck.co.uk/ or
contact me.

James Grennan 261 596
Byfield Tower Captain
Cluster Care
Are you, or someone you know, having difficulty getting out and about but would enjoy a day out
every week in good company?
We meet every Tuesday from 10am to 3pm at the Cropredy Sports Pavilion hosted by our trained
volunteers. We enjoy many different activities from board games and quizzes to visits by
speakers and the local school (a particular favourite!). We love to celebrate birthdays and have
fun with singalongs too.
Each week we enjoy a welcoming tea or coffee on arrival plus a freshly cooked 2 course meal for
lunch. Then we have tea or coffee before we leave with home baked cakes.
Cluster Care is a well known and respected charity available to residents in the villages around
Cropredy and our aim is to take good care of all of our members and provide a day of interest and
enjoyment. We
be able
to assist
with transport
too.
Atmay
Holy
Cross
Church,
Byfield
th

th

st

SUNDAYs
19 May, 16 Juneor and
July from
11am.
For more
info: https://clustercare.org.uk/Members/
contact21
our qualified
Lead Co-Ordinator
Mo Sayer 07814 083275.
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Café Church
At Holy Cross Church, Byfield

SUNDAYs 19th May, 16th June and
21st July from 11am.
DO COME AND JOIN US!
What is Café Church?

Café Church is a short informal time set around refreshments
served in a café style, with plenty of time to chat with friends. The
service follows a traditional pattern with confession, an affirmation of faith,
Bible teaching, prayers and simple activities for adults and children to take
part in together, with hymns led by our excellent music group.
******
Byfield Parish Council
The Parish Council has its own website www.byfieldparishcouncil.org.uk/ where all agendas,
minutes and useful documents can be seen. The Parish Council normally meets on the second
Thursday of the month in the meeting room of the village hall starting at 19.30 hrs. Members of
the press and public are always welcome to attend.
Chairman’s Report
In my last report, I mentioned a new councillor, Mike Taylor who has expressed an interest in
working on our communications /social media. Mike has set up a Facebook page for the Parish
Council where we plan to post information about the Parish Council that is relevant and hopefully
of interest to villagers find us at www.facebook.com/byfieldparishcouncil
Much time and effort has gone in to our approach to construction traffic for HS2 with some more
detail below. However, I can report to the village that Daventry District Council advised me that
they had decided not to involve themselves with the County Council Action Group because ‘we
weren’t affected’ which demonstrates a remarkable naivety about what is planned and a complete
disregard for the well-being of Byfield residents as well as those in Charwelton and Badby.
The PC receives regular comments / complaints about parking in the village hall area and will
begin to consider what – if anything - we can do about it.
Environment
With spring arriving and things bursting into life and growth, villagers are asked to ensure that
trees and shrubs on the edge of the highway / footpath are cut back to their boundary to enable
everyone to pass safely
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Trees
There will be a lot of ongoing tree work around the village ahead of the nesting season. This is
aimed to promote the health of the trees and avoid any potential danger from falling tree limbs in
strong winds.
Planning
The planning application for a new medical centre and housing is still under consideration by
Daventry District Council. The Parish Council remains open to engagement with the Medical
Centre on the matter of a new surgery and 100 + new houses but has not heard from anyone
involved in the application for some months.
We believe that a report on the provision of affordable housing has now been received from an
independent valuation officer and that a response is now awaited from the applicant.
All other planning applications, parish council comments and the record of decisions can be found
in the Parish Council minutes on our website. Items of interest recently include:
Decisions on internal partition walls, staircase and external gates – Banbury Lane.
Decision on a pergola and garden shed – Woodford Road. Decision on an extension over
a garage and other enlargements – Church Street.
If you are considering making a planning application in order to extend or improve your property
you might find it helpful to contact the planning office at Daventry District Council. The advice
they give could save time and help to ensure that your application proceeds as quickly as
possible. It is also helpful to inform your neighbours of your plans so that if they have any
concerns, these can be discussed.

Lights and Utilities
Please report any problems to the clerk or Cllr Davis in the first instance christl.davis@byfieldpc.gov.uk

Burial Ground
In line with Burial Ground rules the parish council has now removed Christmas wreaths and
crosses. Unfortunately, these items are rarely compostable since they contain wire, plastic or are
built up on florists oasis which does not rot down, so they are placed in our bin for disposal
Families and friends of those interred are politely reminded of the rules around items left on graves
which include:
• Glass containers must not be used anywhere in the burial ground
• In order to maintain the appearance and dignity of the Burial Ground the BPC reserves the
right to remove excessive, garish or otherwise inappropriate items
• Flowers, wreaths, or other items that have been damaged / affected by the weather or
passage of time, or in the view of the PC or Burial Officer, are adversely affecting the area,
may be removed
We recently received a report of vandalism in the Burial Ground which was obviously worrying.
However, on inspection we believe that this relates to a headstone which the Parish Council has
laid flat because it was insecure and potentially dangerous
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Brightwell Recreation Ground
In the last Issue of the Byword under ‘chairman’s report’ the following comment was made:
Remember, use of the Brightwell is provided free of charge by the Parish Council for everyone
to enjoy. We do not charge for use of the pitches, either of the sports pavilions and provide
both direct and indirect support to the clubs using the facilities.
Some users of the Brightwell responded and made the point that clubs pay a small annual levy
to the BRGA and we are happy to acknowledge that fact, although standing by the essence of
what we said since there are no specific charges made for the use of the facilities. The Cricket
Club does not pay a formal rent, in return it helps maintain the pavilion and over the last 15 years
have spent money on items such as:
Annual painting, interior and exterior
Security lighting
Cleaning sundries
Provision of stairs to access roof space
Boarding of the roof space
Creation of a tank room to prevent freezing
Frost beater pipe lagging and electrics
Roof and gutter repairs
Equipment maintenance
Regular (but not necessarily) annual loam addition to the square
Petrol for Mowing and strimming
Creation of balustrade and decking
Revision of pavilion layout to create larger Refreshment area
Modification of Disabled toilet
The Parish Council has recently spent several thousand pounds on essential electrical work to
ensure the building remains legal and safe. We have appointed a contractor to carry out external
repairs to rainwater goods and external carpentry and have a plan of work for additional
expenditure later in the year.
The Brightwell is a public open space owned and managed by the Parish Council, we believe that
it is a great asset to the village and know that it is well used by both folks from Byfield and further
afield. The efforts of a small number of volunteers keep it in good condition particularly considering
the amount of use it gets.
In the last Byword we wrote that we are exploring ways to improve the BRG Playground and have
consulted children at the Byfield Academy through a visit to meet the School Council.
This has progressed and we are waiting for a final design for play equipment to replace the
wooden fort. This has been a long process but we hope that an exciting new set of play equipment
will be installed by early summer.
Footpaths
We continue to monitor the local footpaths and to engage with the landowners (who have
responsibility for things like gates and stiles). Please report any problems to the clerk and, follow
the country code by cleaning up after your dog.
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Pocket Park - Working Party
A small informal group meet at the Pocket Park to help maintain the area roughly once a month.
The group has started again after our winter break. The dates for the spring and summer are:
April 25th
May 30th
June 27th
Please note these are Thursdays which is a change from last year when we usually met on Friday
mornings. Hopefully you can still come along, it is a friendly and informal group.
For more information please contact Pom Boddington pom.boddingon@byfield-pc.gov.uk
If you would like to come and help clear/ nurture in 2019/20 there are always be biscuits and hot
drinks. We usually work from 10 -12. Please bring tools and meet near the Burial ground off the
Farndon Road.
Highways
After a lot of petitioning the A361 through Byfield was resurfaced by Northamptonshire Highways
in late March. The road closures seemed to go off without too many problems and the Parish
Council has thanked the contractors for their efficiency and helpfulness. One noticeable change
is the reduction in general road noise which must be very welcome to us all.
NCC Engineers are currently carrying out a feasibility study to look at what mitigation measures
can be done for Byfield through the HS2 Road Safety Fund. (such as crossings and traffic
calming). Feedback is expected in April but we are seeking to turn the existing zebra crossing
into a controlled crossing i.e. demand lead with traffic lights and an additional crossing further
south on the A361.
.
HS2 Update
Councillors Crowshaw and Gillic attended a Northamptonshire County Council HS2 Liaison
Meeting on 1st March held at The Moat in Towcester. We invited our MP Chris Heaton Harris to
attend and he stayed for the entire meeting, we hope he is now more fully briefed on our concerns
and will be able to work to get the mitigation measures we need. Many parishes were represented
at the meeting as were Highways England, HS2, Fusion (the firm building the Chipping Warden
Bypass) South Northants Council, Andrea Leadsom MP also attended.

We believe that extra time will be needed to be allowed for journeys to Banbury over the coming
months due to HS2 work at Chipping Warden, Wardington and the M40 roundabout in Banbury.
Part time traffic lights will be in place at all of these locations for the duration of the work. HS2
have advised that where possible traffic management will only be in place between 9am – 3pm
but operational requirements may mean this will change.

Fusion, the contractors responsible for the Chipping Warden Bypass and enabling works have
had a schedule 17 application approved for 100 HGV’s per day through Wardington from M40.
They are only currently permitted 12 HGV’s per day through Byfield but have recently submitted
an application to increase this to 70 per day. However, in mid-March the sub-contractor carrying
out the actual work ‘Dawnus’ went into administration and many villagers have reported seeing
plant and equipment being removed as well as the total absence of any activity. HS2 claim to
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have contingency plans in place but it remains to be seen how long it will take to get a new
company on site and operational again and therefore if other work may suffer additional delays.
HS2 main works is due to be fully operational by Spring 2020. HS2/Eiffage Kier have advised
that they expect a reduction in the required number of HGV’s with the majority now accessing the
site from M40. Traffic plans are expected in the first half of 2019, discussions are currently
ongoing with Highways regarding routes. EK are currently predicting 250 HGV’s per day (500
movements).

Speed
There have been a lot of issues with speeding cars on Woodford Road, Boddington Road and the
A361 entering the village from the south. Recently vehicles have been recorded entering the
village 30mph limit in excess of 70mph! This has been reported to the Police.
The Parish council have purchased a second Speed Indicator Device (SID) which displays and
logs all vehicle speed, this new device is now located on Woodford Road and will be moved
between there and Boddington Road.

Best Village Award
We have contacted organisations in the Village requesting information to support our application
for the Best Village Award. We hope to have approached all groups e.g. sports clubs, Scouts etc.
however if you know that you have not been contacted please let us know (either:
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk or barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk). Byfield is a very
friendly Village with many excellent facilities and we should celebrate this by promoting them.
While it would be great if Byfield won this award the process of application will be beneficial in
recognising all of the good things that happen here.
John Gillic
Chair - Byfield Parish Council

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Angela Weller, 18 Church Street, Byfield, Daventry NN11 6XN
Tel 01327 260022
e-mail – clerk@byfield-pc.gov.uk
_________________________________________________________________

COUNCILLORS
NAME

TELEPHONE
AREAS OF INTEREST
e-mail address
_________________________________________________________________________
John Gillic
28 Banbury Lane

01327 262917
j.gillicbpc@icloud.com

Council CHAIRMAN
Burial Ground
Closed churchyard
Village hall trustee

Sally Boddington
31 Bell Lane

01327 263745
pom.boddington@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Pocket Park +
Allotments

Michael Buckley
01327 262628
4 Farebrother Close michael.buckley@byfield-pc.gov.uk
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Website
Risk Assessment
Charities trustee

Lindsay Clark
39 Lovett Road

not available
lindsay.clark@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Santon Crowshaw
15 High Street

01327 261777
Highways
santon.crowshaw@byfield-pc.gov.uk Rights of Way

Christl Davis
01327 261504
20 Westhorpe Lane christl.davis@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Allotments
co-ordinator

Council Property
Street lights
Charities trustee

Barbara Ridyard
The Old Chapel
The Green

01327 612482
barbara.ridyard@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Planning
Trees
Playground

Simon Shepherd
19 The Twistle

01327 262177
simonshepherd@haymakingservices.co.uk

Mike Taylor
49 Church Street

07866 889 530
michael.taylor@byfield-pc.gov.uk

Social media

_______________________________________
District Councillor

Rupert Frost, The Hall, Manor Road, Staverton NN11
Tel: 01327 700198 e-mail RFrost@daventrydc.gov.uk

County Councillor -

Robin Brown, Leadership Support, NCC, County Hall,
Northampton, NN1 1AT
Tel 01604 367 813
rwbrown@northamptonshire.gov.uk

*******

Byfield Women’s Institute
Ladies - do you enjoy sociable evenings and making new friends? Then why not come along to
one of our WI evenings to see if you would like to join us? We have to make a small charge of
£4 for non-members.
We meet on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the Meeting Room of Byfield
Village Hall.
This year’s membership is £42 which covers local costs plus the membership of the wider WI
movement. We provide a monthly magazine which also gives details of additional activities
taking place within the area.
The following programme gives details of our activities for the next few months:
17th April:
Projects in the Life of a Garden Designer. A talk by Stuart Thompson
15th May:
Resolutions with Malvina Keech followed by Fish and Chips supper
th
19 June:
Vintage Comedy. A talk by John Wood
17th July:
Garden Party
st
21 August: Outing to 78 Derngate, Northampton, with group tour and lunch or afternoon tea
For more information please contact either Ann on 260244, Delia on 260761 or Angela on
260022. We look forward to welcoming you.
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1st Byfield Scout Group
SCOUTS.ORG.UK
Contact: Helen Mason

Tel
01295 660508
Email gsl.1stByfield@gmail.com
Even though the evenings have been too
dark to be outside, the Cubs have had fun
this term with indoor activities. As part of the
artist activity badge and our entry for the
District Handicraft competition the Byfield
Crocosaur took up a large part of the time. It
was well worth it though as he took first
place! Our Pack came 2nd overall in the District (which is comprised
of 16 or 17 other Groups) thanks also to the great work by Savannah
who entered three other individual categories and won in those too.
Crocosaur
We hope to be parading our Crocosaur again for St George’s Day in
Daventry in April.
A still life drawing and and a Valentine’s Day greetings card finished off this badge and will also
count towards the Our Skills challenge badge.
Five Cubs took part in our sleepover at the Scout hut with some of the
Scouts as well. They did work for their DIY badge, camped outside and
earned their Backwoods Cooking badge. We rounded off the weekend
with a very chocolatey visit to Cadbury World. We learnt where cocoa
beans came from and that Mr Cadbury first started selling tea, coffee
and hot chocolate before making chocolate bars.
We also visited Wardington House Nursing Home again and adorned
some valentines trees with decorated hearts, helped by the residents.
We are still looking for a Cub Scout Leader so if you think you might like to join in the fun please
contact us. No experience is necessary and there is training given either online or by attending
short courses.
We also have space for youngsters between 8 and 10 years old
Helen Mason – Bagheera & Group Scout Leader

Contact: Michelle Dickinson

Email beavers.1stByfield@gmail.com

Contact: Sally Huband
Tel 07900 212064
Email
skip.1stbyfieldscouts@gmail.com
2019 started with a presentation to the Royal British Legion, friends and parents in Byfield
Village Hall. The scouts who visited Kenya spoke (at length) about their experiences, with Skip
acting as a master of ceremonies, jogging memories and working the projector. The RBL
members had donated some monies towards the trip and they enjoyed seeing the football kit
their contribution had bought for the children in the Kibera slum in Nairobi. The scouts repeated
their talk to the Byfield men’s breakfast club a couple of weeks later.
Our term started with some new members who helped with the traditional campfire and
sausages first week back, where we discussed what the scouts wanted to do next! Scouting is
all about being Young Person led. so it’s imperative to hear their views and make the
programme fit with their aspirations.
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Over the past few weeks we have been learning about Emergency Aid and our scouts know
how to respond having practiced the recovery position and CPR – essential for everyone we
think!
At our sleepover camp in February our scouts completed their Mechanics Badge and Chefs
Badge: Steve one of our committee members valiantly volunteered to show the scouts how to
service and MOT his car including how to change a wheel and also some essential household
DIY tasks. The scouts cooked a 2 course meal for everyone (cottage pie and apple crumble
with custard – yum) and after a day full of challenges and games settled down to watch a film
before their sleepover in tents. On Sunday it was up and clear up before setting off for a
fantastic day at Cadbury World. – another fun weekend for the scouts in Byfield!
We’ve also started to upcycle some furniture and worked for an evening at an upholstery
workshop where the scouts used commercial air staplers and presses to make stool tops for
their finished pieces.
*******

Rising Stars!
A Junior Church youth group for those aged 8 – 11 years. We meet in the Byfield Scout HQ on
the third Thursday in the month from 6 – 7.30pm.
In January we read together the parable of the Talents. In the story that Jesus told, the
landowner rewarded the men who had used their talents to earn more. We thought about the
things we were good at: we evaluated our skills on a scale of 1 – 5 and were surprised at the
range of skills there were in a small group!
In our next activity we rated the popularity of different cereals in a variety
pack. We then pulled a box out of a bag and had to try a few even if they
were not our favourite. We then mixed them all together – they tasted a LOT
better: having a group with many different skills is a good thing!
We each made a paper hat then passed them round so that everyone could write on the hat
what they thought each person was good at. It was great to see how everyone recognized and
appreciated one another’s skills.
In February the young people came prepared to talk about or demonstrate their talents: Guy
sang to us, Sophie danced, Kyran told us about Table tennis, Sebby demonstrated his drawing
skills, Sam described what he liked to cook, Scarlett had sewed a bag to show us and Alistair
impressed us with his medals and by putting on all his Hockey Goalkeeper’s kit. As a group they
demonstrated the dance they are learning at Dance Club. What talents!
Our dates for the summer term are 16th May, 20th June and 18th July. Come and join us!

Little Angels
Our group for 0 – 5s with their carers which meets at Holy Cross Church, Byfield on the third
Monday in the month from 2 – 2.45pm. Our meetings this term will be 15th April, 20th May, 17th
June and 15th July. We’d love to see you there!
We have a short period of worship with a story and one or two songs,
followed by activities for the children and time for a cup of tea and a biscuit.
If you have any queries please contact Lesley on 01327 264374
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Do you…….
✓ Use the village Hall?
✓ Belong to a village organisation?
✓ Agree that this village amenity
must be maintained?

People of Byfield!
• You have one of the best
village Halls in the county
• You enjoy ‘village’ rates for hire of the hall
• Improvements are continually being made
• Every village organisation should have a representative on the Village hall
committee.
None of this can happen without a team of trustees.
All you need to do to join the team is to come along to the Village hall AGM

Tuesday 30th April at 7pm in the Village Hall,
(side annexe)
What would you be committing to?
• Attending monthly meetings
• Lend an occasional hand with jobs; for example:
o Clearing out cupboards
o Taking clean waste to the dump (e.g. old files)
o Minor repairs e.g. fuses, tap washers etc.
o Changing light bulbs
Assisting with:
• Carrying out safety checks
• External inspection e.g. gutters and roof
• Inspecting lights and reporting faults
• Killing weeds as necessary
• Generally clearing the exterior
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Prices held for another year !!!

It is the usual practice of the Village Hall committee to
increase prices in line with inflation every two years. We
are pleased to announce that we are able to hold the
current hire charges for another year. In addition a new charge is
being introduced for a full weekend hire – see scale of charges below:
CHARGES FROM 1ST May 2017
Every Day 0800 – 2400 hrs. except Saturday
Main Hall
Annexes
Byfield Village
Non Byfield
Byfield Village
Non Byfield
Booking
Village Booking
Booking
Village Booking
£13 per hour

£18 per hour

£8.50 per hour

£12 per hour

Saturday 0800 – 1700 hrs.
Main Hall
Annexes
Byfield Village
Non Byfield
Byfield Village
Non Byfield Village
Booking
Village Booking
Booking
Booking
0800 – 1700hrs
0800 – 1700hrs
0800 – 1700hrs
0800 – 1700hrs
£13 per hour

£18 per hour

From 1700 hrs
onwards flat fee of
£125 includes use of
side annex

£8.50 per hour

Saturday 1700 – 2400 hrs
From 1700 hrs
Only lower annex
onwards flat fee of
available @ £8.50
£160 includes use
per hour
of side annex

£12 per hour

Only lower annex
available @ £12 per
hour

Wakes and Children’s Parties £40
Includes use of Main Hall and Side Annex
3 hours maximum, any day between 0800 hrs and
1700 hrs only
Full Weekend hire from 5pm Friday
Byfield Village Booking
Non Byfield Village Booking
£250
•
•
•
•

£350

Minimum booking 2 hours
Rate is per hour or part of an hour
A discount is available for regular users – please enquire for details
All users must complete a booking form and abide by the terms and conditions of hire

Visit www.byfieldvillagehall.com to see availability and download booking forms or contact:
Angela Corbett, angela.corbett16@gmail.com Telephone: 07711 890933
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My name is Linda McKendrick and I have recently moved to Byfield. I have found everyone so
welcoming and I am looking forward to joining some of the groups. There is so much on offer in the
village and I am looking forward to getting involved.
I want to make a difference in my Community by helping as many people as I can to save money not
only at home but in their businesses too so I have some questions for you.
Are you happy with your current Utility providers?
Do they offer you award winning Customer Service year in and year out?
Do they know your name when you give them a call?
When they bring out all their shiny new offers, Do they give them to you or are they just for the New
Customers?
And finally do they offer you the chance to earn an extra income month in month out for doing
something just once?
If the answer to any of these questions is No, then give me a call to find out more on 07849 667102

I CHALLENGE YOU TO CHALLENGE ME..............
Linda McKendrick
Utility Warehouse
Authorised Distributor

POPSONS
Pharmacy

Your local pharmacy –
the heart of healthcare
40 Station Road
Woodford Halse
01327 260393
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YOGA IN BYFIELD
Gentle yoga for wellbeing
Beginners and
improvers welcome
Every Wednesday
Evening
Call Lisa
07976785053 or
email
REFLEXOLOGIST
lisakdukes@gmail.com

Angie Goswell
Mobile Hairdresser
For all of your
Hairdressing needs.
Reliable, Friendly and
Personal Service

M.Lowe
M.B.R.A . B.C.M.
I.F.H.T.
for further
details
(Bayly School trained)

GENTLE CARE CLINIC
Head Massage Reiki
Aloe Vera Products etc.

T: 01327 261707
M: 07890 064316

Japonica Cottage 4 Banbury Lane Byfield
Daventry Northants NN11 6UX
Tel: 01327 261747
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M Corbett Building
Services
Brickwork, Stonework,
Extensions, Repointing,
Roof repairs,
Chimney repairs, Guttering,
Patios.
35 years’ experience
All jobs considered.
For a free quotation call:
Office:
01295 272610
Mobile: 07891 866826

23

Diary for the Fiveways Benefice of
Aston le Walls, Boddington, Byfield, Eydon and Woodford Halse
for April and May 2019
MAY

APRIL
Sunday
April
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am Café Church at Eydon
6pm Evening Prayer at Aston le Walls

Sunday 5th May
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Byfield
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Boddington
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am Café Church at Eydon
6pm Evening Prayer at Aston le Walls

Sunday 14th April - Palm Sunday
9am Quiet Time at Woodford Halse
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am Palm Sunday service at Aston le
Walls. Meet at corner of Main Street

Sunday 12th May
9am Quiet Time at Woodford Halse
9.30am Parish Communion at Aston le Walls
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
11am Parish Communion at Byfield
6pm BCP Holy Communion at Eydon
6pm Evening Prayer at Boddington

7th

Sunday 21st April – Easter Day
6am Sunrise service at Byfield
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.15am Parish Communion at Eydon
9.30am Parish Communion at Aston le
Walls
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
with all age communion
10.30am All age Communion at
Boddington
11am Parish Communion at Byfield

Sunday 19th May
8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Aston le Walls
9am Quiet Communion at Woodford Halse
9.15am Parish Communion at Eydon
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.30am All age Communion at Boddington
11am Café Church at Byfield
Sunday 26th May
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.00am Benefice Communion at Eydon

Sunday 28th April
9.45am Café Church at Woodford Halse
10.00am Benefice Communion at Byfield

Holy Baptism
We welcome these children of God
into the Lord’s family:

Every Wednesday
9.45am Holy Communion at Byfield.

Grace Newton
Hudson Woodhall

Bereavements

Register of Weddings

We offer our condolences to the family
and friends of:

Gustavo Beteli and Jodie Howe
Blessing and laughter and loving
be yours for ever.

Geoff Cross
Nina Prestidge
Cyril Green
Sheila Gray-Snook
Kath Watson
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The deadline for the next Byword
(June/July) will be Sunday 5th May

