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BYFIELD  PARISH  COUNCIL  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on  

THURSDAY 21st JANUARY 2021 via video conference call  
commencing at 7.30pm                                                                                                                     

 
PRESENT  (8 of 9)  Cllrs J Gillic (Chairman), Mrs S Boddington, M Buckley, L Clark,                    
S Crowshaw, Mrs C Davis, Mrs B Ridyard and  M Taylor (host and moderator)                                                                                                                                       
 
Declaration of disclosable pecuniary interests.  None.  
 
Declaration of non-pecuniary interests.  All councillors declared they are on the register of 
Byfield Medical Centre – who are the applicants.  
 
Cllr Taylor as host/moderator reported that 12 parishioners had requested details of how to  
join the meeting, with some wishing to speak.   
 
1. Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Shepherd.    
Both the Cty Cllr and District Cllr had sent apologies for not being able to attend.    
 

• The Chairman sought permission to amend the agenda order to bring forward item 4 
Financial Matters.  Agreed.  

 
4.  Financial Matters  
a)  Consideration of making a grant to Byfield Good Neighbours Scheme (BGNS).                                     
The Chairman explained he had requested this item be placed on the agenda as the country 
was now in a 3rd ‘lockdown’ due to the spreading of cases of Covid-19.  He suggested that the 
BGNS team could therefore find themselves undertaking more voluntary tasks for 
parishioners as they did during the 1st lockdown.                                                                     
He proposed a second grant of £250.00 be made under the legislation covered by section 
137 of the LGA 1972. Seconded by Cllr Ridyard and agreed by all.  A cheque would be 
issued as soon as possible.                                                                                                   Clk  
 
2.  To hear comments from parishioners present.   
The Chairman proposed that an outline of the amendments to the application be given first to 
all councillors and others who had joined the meeting.  After that he would close the meeting 
so councillors could hear comments from parishioners.   
 
3.  Planning matters  
a)  DDC Applications    
i)  DA/2017/0826 amended – outline application for 78 (now 80) houses and a new Medical 
Centre.  The amendment dealt mainly with management of traffic issues and highways work – 
as requested by County Highways.     
 
Cllr Crowshaw provided the meeting with a thorough summary and analysis of the very long 
and statistically detailed documents and projections submitted.  These included a proposal for 
traffic lights on all 5 roads at the Fiveways junction – High Street, Daventry Road, (A361 north 
and south), Boddington Road, Church Street and Woodford Road.  It also appeared that a 
pedestrian crossing is proposed for Woodford Road near to the junction with the A361.    
There were a number of areas of concern around the application including: 
The reliability of traffic data 
The impracticality of the swept path analysis for traffic turning left onto the Woodford Road 
Swept path analysis provided for the Boddington road showed vehicles would not be able to 
pass traffic waiting at the traffic lights 
The lack of data and swept path analysis for traffic movements into and out of Church Street 
Data contained within the consultant’s report showed that traffic lights would cause queuing 
traffic to stand along the length of the A361 from Fiveways as far as the Co-op or Cross Tree. 

It was noted that The signalisation of the Fiveways junction had been hidden behind the 

planning application for “The Medical Centre” and residents were not actually aware of what 

these latest proposals were. Residents living on the approach roads and adjacent to the 

roundabouts had not been consulted on these latest proposals. 
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It was also noted that the number of houses had increased from 78 to 80 by a less than 
obvious proposal to change the existing Medical Centre on Church Street to 2 dwellings – 
either by conversion or demolition and construction of 2 dwellings on the site.   
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Crowshaw for his work on the summary and closed the meeting 
for comments from parishioners who wished to speak.  
 
Meeting closed  
 
1.  Mr S Hall of Church Street said it was unclear how traffic lights would work for users of 
Church Street as extensive queueing could occur with resulting air pollution.  If it became 
clear that queueing would occur on the A361 this might result in drivers using other narrow 
roads as a ‘rat run’ to avoid the junction, including HGVs.   
 
2.  Mrs Bytyci of Woodford Road also expressed concern about pollution from queuing traffic 
at any lights.  She also noted that the crash map data included did not include all accidents at 
the junction.  She felt that whereas now many Byfield residents probably walk to the Medical 
Centre for appointments or medications they might resort to driving because of the steep 
footway beside Woodford Road.  She felt the proposed access to a Medical Centre off 
Woodford Road is far from satisfactory for pedestrians or vehicle drivers.    
 
3.  Mr G Hillman of Bell Lane expressed concern about the number of vehicles which could be 
queuing along the High Street if lights were installed at the Fiveways junction.  He felt there is 
a need for a census of the traffic volumes at present.   
 
4. Mrs Hall of Church Street asked if the County Council Highways department is happy with 
the proposals.  The Chairman advised that the proposals are being put forward by the 
applicants in an attempt to address the concerns of County Highways over the increased 
traffic movements from the proposed housing development and relocation of the Medical 
Centre.   
 
Meeting re-opened.   
 
The Chairman reminded councillors that parishioners may still be present via video link.  He 
invited comments from councillors.   
 
Cllr Clark felt that the only solution to the traffic congestion that already exists at the Fiveways 
junction is a by-pass off the A361 to take traffic to/from Woodford Halse.   
 
The Chairman reminded councillors that the applicants had offered to cover the costs of 
installing traffic lights but only when they could afford to do so on the grounds that there are 
already existing problems with traffic.  He and other councillors felt that if it is agreed that 
traffic light controls be installed this should be done as soon as possible and not be put off 
until some date in the future. There will be an increased danger to the safety of road users 
and pedestrians crossing the Woodford road from the volume of construction vehicles during 
the construction phase of the development. A solution to manage traffic movements is 
required at any outset.  He and other councillors felt that traffic lights were not the answer to 
either existing road safety issues around the Fiveways junction nor the problems that would 
arise from the additional traffic created by the development. He proposed that Council 
OBJECT on the grounds that the introduction of traffic lights will not solve present or future 
problems and would also be indicative of urbanisation as well as increase air pollution 

because of queuing traffic, including many HGVs, queuing traffic would block resident’s 

access to their properties, the Co-op and petrol station. He also proposed that if the 

application is given planning permission that any agreed traffic light scheme be required to be 
installed before any work commences on house or Medical Centre building.                                     
His proposal to object was seconded by Cllr Boddington and agreed by all councillors.   
The Chairman offered to draft a response which would be circulated to all councillors before 
being sent to Daventry DC.                         Chairman 
 
The Chairman also proposed that Council object to the ‘hidden’ inclusion of creating 2 further 
houses on the site of the existing Medical Centre as this is on land not within the present 
application site and not owned by the owner of the field on which it is proposed to build 78 
houses and a new Medical Centre.  Seconded by Cllr Ridyard and agreed by all.   
This objection would be included in the response to Daventry DC.                            Chairman 
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b)  DDC planning approvals    None to date 
 
c)  DDC planning refusals  - None notified.  
 
d)  Any urgent planning matters to be brought to the attention of the Council.   None.   
 
5.  Any other urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Council.   None.   
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.32 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed             
Chairman           February 2021  
=======================================================================   
 

 


