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BYFIELD    PARISH    COUNCIL  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on  

THURSDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2021 via video conference call  
commencing at 7.30pm                                                                                                                     

 
PRESENT  Cllrs J Gillic (Chairman), M Buckley, Mrs C Davis, Mrs B Ridyard and M Taylor.                                                                                                                                        
Also present – District Cllr Frost and 10 parishioners  
 
Declaration of disclosable pecuniary interests.  None.   
Declaration of non-pecuniary interests.  All Parish Councillors advised they are registered 
with Byfield Medical Centre.   
 
1. Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Mrs Boddington, Clark, Crowshaw and 
Shepherd.  
 
The Chairman sought approval to amend slightly the agenda order – mainly so that 
parishioners who wished to address the Council could do so after the amendments to the 
application had been outlined.  Agreed by all.        
 
3.  Planning matters  
 
b)  DDC planning approvals    None to report 
 
c)  DDC planning refusals  - none to report.  
 
d)  Any urgent planning matters to be brought to the attention of the Council.    
Planning Application DA/2020/1168 – 30 Banbury Lane – has been withdrawn.  Advised 25 
February by Daventry DC.    
 
4.  Financial matters     
a)  Account for payment.   
The Chairman proposed that the recently received invoice from Nicholson Nurseries Ltd for 
£5,418.00 including VAT be paid.  This is for all but one small element of the tree surgery 
work carried out earlier in February.  Seconded by Cllr Taylor and agreed by all.    
 
3.  Planning matters  
a)  DDC Applications    
i)  DA/2017/0826 amended – outline application for 78 or so houses plus a new medical 
centre.  These amendments mostly related to more details required by Daventry DC with 
regards to the proposed new medical centre. 
 
The Chairman outlined the procedure for hearing any comments from parishioners present 
and reminded those wishing to speak to give their name and address.  
 
He then read an Observations statement prepared by him and Cllr Crowshaw with regard to 
the amendments.   
 
Meeting closed for any comments from parishioners   
1.  A resident from Fessey Road expressed concern that the details for the proposed traffic 
lights at Fiveways are being pushed back to NCC and DDC with the applicants seeming to 
wish the Local Authorities to undertake a study of traffic movements.  He felt that pedestrians 
could become ‘trapped’ in the centre of the proposed refuges in the middle of roads as any 
vehicles longer or larger than a car need much more turning space and could easily overlap a 
central refuge.   
He noted that the Medical Centre seemed to have been working very well over the last 12 
months of the restricted conditions brought about by the pandemic. So why a need for 
another building?   
2.  A resident of Woodford Road expressed concern at the phrase ‘low speed environment’ in 
the supporting data.  She felt that obviously the writers had not been present when traffic 
heading towards Woodford Halse from Banbury is driven across the junction at speed without 
even trying to negotiate the roundabout at the junction with Woodford Road.                                 
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No peak time traffic survey supplied.  Also no real account taken of the number of pedestrians 
who cross Woodford Road in both directions on a number of occasions during the day.   
She noted that housing needs surveys for Byfield had shown a local need for genuinely 
affordable homes not large houses at high prices.  The density of the proposed housing is too 
high.  There will be a loss of wildlife habitat for the barn and tawny owls, pheasants and deer 
which currently occupy the field.    
3.  2 residents of Bell Lane expressed concern at the possibly large increase in the village 
population which currently occupies around 550 houses.  A further 80 properties could have a 
detrimental impact on the main drainage system if this is not upgraded at the same time as 
any additional houses are built.  80 properties means at least 160 people and at least 80-100 
vehicles.    
4.  A resident of Knightley Close said the latest rounds of amendments do nothing to address 
the questions and concerns raised by Daventry DC and Northants CC.   
 
There being no further comments from members of the public the Chairman re-opened the 
meeting for Council.   
 
He noted that the DDC Planning Committee meeting in January 2020 had required the 
applicants to provide considerably more detailed information for both DDC and NCC.                 
He asked councillors for their views.   
Comments offered were – 
1.  Responses from the applicants seem somewhat ‘wishy-washy’ and ingenuous.  The 
supporting reports seem to have been written by people who have not actually spent much 
time observing the Fiveways junction.  Felt the proposals for Fiveways are dangerous for 
pedestrians.  
2.  Concern at what is envisaged for the area at the southern end of the application site which 
is not within the present plans.  Is this earmarked for even more housing development?  Who 
will be responsible for the maintenance of the long stone wall bordering Church Street and for 
the proposed ‘balancing pond’  
3.  Almost nothing being offered for the village as a whole.  
4.  Feeling of sense of irritation by the applicants at having to supply more information to DDC 
and NCC.    
5.  A new medical centre might, if really necessary, be good for the community, but at what 
other costs?   
 
The Chairman proposed that Council OBJECT to the amendments – increase in traffic is not 
being dealt with and there is nothing which will benefit the existing residents of Byfield.  
Seconded by Cllr Ridyard and agreed by all.  
The Chairman would draft a response based on his and Cllr Crowshaw’s Observation paper 
and circulate to all councillors.    
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.25pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed             
Chairman           March 2021   
=======================================================================   
 


